
Celebration of God’s work among our youth 
 
* Scripture reading from Matthew 25:14-30  9:30 Anthony Tucker 
  11:00 Frank Brock 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
  
Sermon “The Parable of the Talents” 
 Brian Salter, associate pastor 
 
* Hymn of response  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

Come, thou fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God's unchanging love. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God: 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; 
let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander—Lord, I feel it—prone to leave the God I love: 
here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
words by Robert Robinson, 1758 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 

Musicians for this week: 
David Henry – guitar  Ben VanderHart – guitar  
Cassie Courtney – vocalist Holton Winburne – piano 

Grady Dickinson – alto saxophone 

Evening prayer — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Joe Novenson preaching from Jeremiah 2:5-19 
“Thoughtful Self-Assessment: A Sobering and Saving Intervention” 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
February 9, 2014 

 
Welcome and greetings  Joe Donnovin, ruling elder 
 
* Responsive call to worship   taken from Isaiah 55 and Psalm 100 
 
Leader: Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no 

money, come, buy and eat!  
 
All: Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  
 
Leader: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs. 
 
All: Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 

the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 

and praise his name. 
 
All: For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through 

all generations. 
 
* Hymn of praise “O Worship the King” 

O worship the King all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his pow’r and his love; 
our shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
  
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
  
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 
based on Psalm 104, words by Robert Grant, 1833 

 
* Prayer of adoration 



Call to confession  James 1:23-27 
 
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at 
his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 
what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he 
will be blessed in what he does. If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not 
keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. Religion 
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 
 
Hymn of confession “To Thee I Come” 

To thee I come a sinner poor and wait for mercy at thy door; 
indeed, I’ve nowhere else to flee, O God be merciful to me. 
To thee I come a sinner weak and scarce know how to pray or speak; 
from fear and weakness set me free, O God be merciful to me! 
 
To thee I come a sinner vile; upon me, Lord, vouchsafe to smile; 
mercy through blood I make my plea, O God be merciful to me! 
To thee I come a sinner great and well thou knowest all my state; 
yet full forgiveness is with thee, O God be merciful to me! 
 
To thee I come a sinner lost nor have I aught wherein to trust 
but where thou art, Lord, I would be, O God be merciful to me!  
To glory bring me Lord at last and there when all my sins are passed; 
with all the saints I’ll then agree, O God was merciful to me! 
O God was merciful to me! 
words by Samuel Medley, 1738-1799 

 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  1 Timothy 1:15, Isaiah 53, I Peter 2:25 
 
Here is a trustworthy statement that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners—he himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we 
might die to sin and live for righteousness; for by his wounds we have been healed. For 
once we were like sheep going astray, but now we have returned to the Shepherd and 
overseer of our souls. 
 
* Hymn of assurance “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 

Let us love and sing and wonder, let us praise the Savior's name, 
he has hushed the law’s loud thunder, he has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame, 
he has washed us with his blood (3x), he has brought us nigh to God. 
  (cont.) 

Let us love the Lord who bought us, pitied us when enemies, 
called us by his grace and taught us; gave us ears and gave us eyes, 
he has washed us with his blood (3x), he presents our souls to God. 
  
Let us wonder, grace and justice join and point to mercy’s store; 
when through grace in Christ our trust is, justice smiles and asks no more: 
he who washed us with his blood (3x), has secured our way to God. 
  
Let us praise and join the chorus of the saints enthroned on high;  
here they trusted him before us, now their praises fill the sky: 
“Thou hast washed us with thy blood (3x), thou art worthy, Lamb of God!” 
words by John Newton, 1774 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 2 Corinthians 9:6-11 
 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his 
heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all 
that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: "He has scattered 
abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." Now he who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed 
and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so 
that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result 
in thanksgiving to God. 
 
Offertory hymn “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
  
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose,  
ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose. 
  
Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
  
Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure-store. 
Take my self, and I will be ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee. 
words by Frances Havergal, 1874 

 



Matthew 25:14-30 
"Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to 
them. 15 To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, 
each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received the five 
talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with the 
two talents gained two more. 18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole 
in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned 
and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other 
five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.' 21 "His master 
replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 22 "The man with the two talents 
also came. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.' 23 "His 
master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 
put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!' 24 "Then the man who 
had received the one talent came. 'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting 
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and 
went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.' 26 "His master replied, 
'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I 
have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, 
so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. 28 "'Take the talent from him and 
give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he will 
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And 
throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.' 
 

The Parable of the Talents  
Matthew 25:14-30 

 
Big Idea: The master calls us to wait for his return as stewards with heart-deep confidence in his 
generous favor and life-investing courage in his gracious mission.  
 
Waiting expectantly for Jesus’ return involves faithful stewardship that is: 
1. Deeply confident in the master's favor. 
 

• His favor is generously entrusted 
 
• His favor is diversely distributed  
 
• His favor is purposefully intended 

 
2. Courageously invested in the master's mission 
 

• How? Faithful advancement, not fearful avoidance 
 
• Why? In order to please the Master, embrace his joy and expand what is entrusted 
 
• What is at stake? Participation in or separation from his work and his presence 
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Weekly Announcements for February 9 
LMPC has a new website! We’ve redesigned lmpc.org to be more user-friendly and 
optimized it for home computers, smart phones and tablets. Check it out today. 
The annual Widows Harvest Valentine luncheon is on Thursday, February 13. The women’s 
ministry and Thursday Morning Prayer and Bible Hour group need your help to cook 
specific dishes. Please contact Susie Courtney at susie@lmpc.org or (423) 424-5603 if you 
can help. 
The women’s choir rehearses at 11:15 a.m. each Sunday morning. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for women to meet and worship together. They welcome anyone with a 
passion and love for music to join them. Email christa@lmpc.org with any questions. 
 
We express great thanks to God for the life and ministry of Scott Finch in our midst as 
interim director of sanctuary worship and music. These past months of shared ministry and 
worship have been a precious tool in the hand of God for our growth and good. Thank 
you, Scott, for serving both our Savior and all of us with distinction. 
 
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during the evening service on February 16. Spend 
some time between now and then speaking with your Savior and refreshing relationships 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

March 5: A Day of Prayer 
What is the day of prayer? For twenty-four hours we will seek God as a family of faith 
to pray for:  
• faithful response to the Word of God preached and studied 
• renewing grace in our hearts and all of our relationships 
• obedience and courage to honor Christ in our life callings 
 
How do I participate? Sign up for a twenty minute time slot in your Sunday school 
class today, on February 16 or 23, or in the fellowship hall lobby on February 26. More 
than one person may sign up for each twenty minute slot. 

 
Where should I pray? You may pray wherever you are, or use the chapel for 
individual prayer and the parlor for group prayer during LMPC’s normal office hours 
from 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
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