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BIG IDEA 

We all should live faithfully embracing God's mission and expectantly anticipating God's 

justice as we await the Son's return. 

CONSIDER 
1. What surprises you most about this passage?  How is its emphasis different from the 

other texts in Matthew 24 and 25? 

2. What do the two responses to Jesus share in common?  How are they different? 

3. Considering our theological heritage, why is this passage so difficult to understand? 

4. Does this passage mean that we earn our salvation by the good and merciful deeds 

we do for others?  If not, how are we supposed to understand this text? 

APPLICATION 

1. Jesus will separate all people into two groups.  How will they be divided? 

 

2. What is to be learned from the fact that both groups of people are surprised that 

they had been showing mercy (or not showing mercy) to Jesus? 

 

3. Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  What are the ways that you personally show 

mercy to others?  How specifically could you grow in this area of your spiritual life? 

 

4. Eternal punishment is a sobering and heavy reality.  How should we live in light of 

the reality of eternal punishment?  What specifically should characterize us as God’s 

people?  Finish this sentence, because hell is real, we as God’s people should be….. 

PRAY 
1. Pray for Jesus to deepen our desire to be a merciful and kind church. 

2. Repent together about the ways that you have overlooked the needs of others. 

3. Praise Jesus for the blessing of being given such a lavish inheritance. 

4. Ask Jesus to show you the people in your life who need mercy or compassion. 


