
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
 
Sermon “The Best Meal for the Worst Friends” 
 Frank Hitchings, senior assistant pastor 
 
* Hymn of response  “And Can it Be That I Should Gain” 

And can it be that I should gain an int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 

 
He left his Father’s throne above (so free, so infinite his grace!), 
humbled himself (so great his love!), and bled for all his chosen race. 
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O my God, it found out me. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray; I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
my chains fell off, my heart was free; I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach th’eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ, my own. 
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
words by Charles Wesley, 1738 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 

Musicians for this week: 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist  Jac Villaganzalo – piano  
Noah Barnett – cello Megan Wingard – vocalist 

Scott Quatro – vocalist 

Evening prayer — 6:00 p.m. 
Joe Novenson preaching from Jeremiah 2 
“God’s gracious indignation unmasks us!” 

 
Singing of favorite hymns 
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Welcome and greetings  Gary Lindley 
 
* Responsive call to worship                         taken from Ephesians 1:3-8 and Jeremiah 31:3 
 
Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
 
All: For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 
his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will—to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has 
freely given us in the One he loves. 
 
Leader: He has loved us with an everlasting love; he has drawn us with loving-kindness. 
 
All: In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance 
with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 
 
* Hymn of praise “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” 

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
  
O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain, 
that morn shall tearless be. 

  
O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red 
life that shall endless be. 
words by George Matheson, 1882 

 
* Prayer of adoration 
 
Old testament reading  Exodus 12:1-8, 12-13a 
 
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, "This month is to be for you the first month, 
the first month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of 
this month each man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any 
household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest 
  (cont.) 



neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. You are to 
determine the amount of lambs needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 
The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take 
them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the 
month, when all the people of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 
Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the 
doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the 
meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. On 
that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn-- both men and 
animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood 
will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you.” 
 
Call to confession                                 taken from Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 28:13; Romans 3:25 
 
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy 
rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. He who 
conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy. For God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood.  
 
Hymn of confession “Abide With Me” 

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;  
the darkness deepens; Lord with me abide. 
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  
help of the helpless, abide with me. 
  
Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile; 
and, though rebellious, and perverse meanwhile, 
thou hast not left me, though I oft left thee, 
on to the close Lord, abide with me.  
  
I need thy presence, every passing hour. 
What but thy grace, can foil the tempter’s power? 
Who like thyself, my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, abide with me. 
words by Henry Lyte, 1847 

 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  2 Corinthians 5:17-18; Ephesians 2:8-9 
 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. 

* Hymn of assurance “Grace Greater Than Our Sin” 
Marvelous grace of our loving Lord;  
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt, 
yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,  
there where the blood of the lamb was spilt. 
 
Chorus: Grace, grace, God’s grace, 
grace that will pardon and cleanse within; 
grace, grace, God’s grace, 
grace that is greater than all our sin! 
  

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold, 
threaten the soul with infinite loss; 
grace that is greater, yes grace untold, 
points to the refuge, the mighty cross. Chorus 
  

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide, 
what can avail to wash it away? 
Look! There is flowing a crimson tide; 
whiter than snow you may be today. Chorus 
words by Julia H. Johnston, 1910 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings  
 
Offertory hymn “Sovereign Grace O’er Sin Abounding” 

Sovereign grace o’er sin abounding! Ransomed souls, the tidings swell; 
‘tis a deep that know no sounding; who its breadth or length can tell? 
On its glories, let my soul forever dwell. 
  
What from Christ that soul can sever, bound by everlasting bands? 
Once in him, in him forever; thus the eternal covenant stands. 
None shall take thee from the strength of Israel’s hands. 
  
Heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus, long ere time its race begun;  
to his name eternal praises; O what wonders love has done! 
One with Jesus, by eternal union one. 
  
On such love, my soul, still ponder, love so great, so rich, so free; 
Say, while lost in holy wonder, “Why O Lord, such love to me?” 
Hallelujah! Grace shall reign eternally. 
words by John Kent, 1835 

 
* Scripture reading from Matthew 26:20-35  9:30 Cindy Tucker 
  11:00 Linda Dacus 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 


