
* Hymn of response  “Jesus I My Cross Have Taken” 
Jesus, I my cross have taken, all to leave and follow thee; 
destitute, despised, forsaken, thou from hence my all shalt be. 
Perish every fond ambition, all I’ve sought or hoped or known; 
yet how rich is my condition, God and heav’n are still my own. 
 
Let the world despise and leave me, they have left my Savior, too. 
Human hearts and looks deceive me; thou art not, like them, untrue. 
O while thou dost smile upon me, God of wisdom, love and might, 
foes may hate and friends disown me, show thy face and all is bright. 
  
Soul then know thy full salvation, rise o’er sin and fear and care; 
joy to find in every station, something still to do or bear.  
Think what Spirit dwells within thee, think what Father’s smiles are thine! 
Think that Jesus died to win thee, child of heav’n, can’t thou repine? 
  
Hasten on from grace to glory, armed by faith and winged by prayer; 
heav’n’s eternal days before me, God’s own hand shall guide me there. 
Soon shall close my earthly mission, swift shall pass my pilgrim days, 
hope shall change to glad fruition, faith to sight, and prayer to praise. 
Words by Henry F. Lyte, 1824, 1833 

 
Benediction 
 

Musicians for this week: 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist  Hannah Lutz – viola 

Megan Wingard – vocalist Holton Winburne – piano  
Laura Rader – guitar, vocalist David Kang – violin 

Kayla Mitchell – vocalist 
 

__________________________________________ 
 

Celebrating the baptism of Chloe Elizabeth Coffman at the 11:00 a.m. fellowship hall 
service today are her parents, Sara and Joel Coffman, and her grandparents, Brenda 
and Harold Buntin and Dalene and Tom Coffman.  

Evening prayer — 6:00 p.m. 
Joe Novenson preaching from Jeremiah 2 

“No pat answers, that is for sure!” 
 

Singing of favorite hymns 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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Welcome and greetings  Joe Novenson, senior teaching pastor 
 
* Responsive call to worship   taken from Psalm 23 and Psalm 62 
 
Leader: My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him. 
 
All: He alone is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I will never be shaken. Even 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for he is 
with me. He prepares a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  

 
Leader: Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our 

refuge. 
 
All: My soul finds rest in God alone; my salvation comes from him. 
 
* Hymn of preparation “Come Away from Rush and Hurry” 

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace; 
from our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ and find release. 
Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and frenzied pace; 
come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s face. 
  
In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our souls. 
From the waters of his mercy we drink deeply, are made whole. 
At the table of his presence all his saints are richly fed. 
With the oil of his anointing into service we are led. 
  
Come, then, children, with your burdens—life’s confusions, fears, and pain. 
Leave them at the cross of Jesus; take instead his Kingdom’s reign. 
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them—he alone will satisfy.  
All our longings find attainment when to self we gladly die. 
Words by Marva J. Dawn, 1999 

 
* Prayer of adoration 
 
Affirmation of faith (9:30)  The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell. 
The third day he arose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 



 
Call to confession  1 John 1:5-10 
 
This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us 
from all sin.  

 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 
word has no place in our lives. 
 
Hymn of confession (9:30) “God Be Merciful to Me” 

God, be merciful to me, on thy grace I rest my plea; 
plenteous in compassion thou, blot out my transgressions now; 
wash me, make me pure within, cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.  
  
My transgressions I confess, grief and guilt my soul oppress; 
I have sinned against thy grace, and provoked thee to thy face; 
I confess thy judgment just, speechless, I thy mercy trust. 
 
Gracious God, my heart renew, make my spirit right and true; 
cast me not away from thee, let thy Spirit dwell in me;  
thy salvation's joy impart, steadfast make my willing heart. 
 
Sinners then shall learn from me, and return O God to thee; 
Savior all my guilt remove and my tongue shall sing thy love; 
touch my silent lips O Lord, and my mouth shall praise accord. 
Words: The Psalter, 1912 

 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace           taken from Zephaniah 3 and Lamentations 3 
 
Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O 
Daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your punishment. The LORD your God is 
with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his 
love, he will rejoice over you with singing.” Because of the LORD’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. 
 

* Hymn of assurance “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
words by Thomas Chisholm, 1923 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 
Offertory hymn “Jesus Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life, thou light of men, 
from the best bliss that earth imparts we turn unfilled to thee again. 
  
Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; thou savest those that on thee call; 
to them that seek thee thou art good, to them that find thee all in all. 
 
Our restless spirits yearn for thee where’er our changeful lot is cast; 
glad when thy gracious smile we see, blessed when our faith can hold thee fast. 
  
O Jesus ever with us stay, make all our moments calm and bright; 
chase the dark night of sin away, shed o’er the world thy holy light. 
words by Bernard of Clairvaux, ca. 1150 

 
Sacrament of baptism (11:00) 
 Sara and Joel Coffman bringing Chloe Elizabeth Coffman 
 
* Scripture reading from Matthew 26:57-75  9:30 Dottie Paden 
  11:00 Tad Dacus 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
  
Sermon “The Offense of Christ and the Cost of Discipleship” 
 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 



Matthew 26:57-75 
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the teachers of the law 
and the elders had assembled. 58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of 
the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome. 59 The chief priests 
and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to 
death. 60 But they did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward. Finally two came 
forward 61 and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in 
three days.'" 62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going to answer? What is 
this testimony that these men are bringing against you?" 63 But Jesus remained silent. The high priest 
said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 
64 "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the future you will see the Son of Man 
sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high 
priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? 
Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you think?" "He is worthy of death," they 
answered. 67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and said, 
"Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?" 69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl 
came to him. "You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 70 But he denied it before them all. "I 
don't know what you're talking about," he said. 71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another 
girl saw him and said to the people there, "This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 72 He denied it 
again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" 73 After a little while, those standing there went up to 
Peter and said, "Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 74 Then he began to 
call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" Immediately a rooster 
crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will 
disown me three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 
The Offense of Christ and the Cost of Discipleship 

Matthew 26:57-75 
 
When Jesus is put on trial, we must face: 
 
1) Our dangerous presumptions (vv. 57-63a) 
• "If you come to recognize the beliefs on which your doubts about Christianity are based, and if 

you seek as much proof for those beliefs as you seek from Christians for theirs – you will discover 
that your doubts are not as solid as they first appeared.” Tim Keller, Reason for God 

 
2) His exclusive claims (vv. 63b-64) 
• “To stay away from Christianity because part of the Bible’s teaching is offensive to you assumes 

that if there is a God he wouldn’t have any views that upset you. Does that belief make sense? If 
you don’t trust the Bible enough to let it challenge and correct your thinking, how could you 
ever have a personal relationship with God? In any truly personal 
relationship, the other person has to be able to contradict you.”  
Tim Keller, Reason for God 

 
3) The high cost of following him (vv. 65-75) 
• Why did Peter deny him? His self-confidence was too high, and his Christ-

confidence was too low; so the cost was too high! 
• Why did Peter eventually die for him? His self-confidence was low, and his 

Christ-confidence high; so no cost was too high! 
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Weekly Announcements for March 23 

College students are invited to lunch TODAY at the Jane Harris Youth Building at 12:30 p.m. 
 
A new Mountain Men Bible study starts this Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. in the Conference Room, 
studying “Rising to the Call of Leadership,” an inductive Bible study with no homework. For more 
details visit www.lmpc.org/grow/men. 
 
We need four cars to lend to visiting missionaries during our annual World Missions Conference. If 
you have a vehicle you are willing to lend, please email stephanie@lmpc.org. 
 
Remember to pick up a World Missions Conference save the date bookmark featuring 
information about our keynote speaker, conference guests and the schedule of events. 
Bookmarks are available in the pews and by the sanctuary and fellowship hall lobby doors.  
 
Eighth grade students carry the missions flags for the Sunday morning sanctuary services during 
the missions conference on April 6. If you would like to serve in this way, please email 
holly@lmpc.org by next Wednesday, March 26. 
 
You are invited to a drop-in silent auction on Thursday, April 3 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the JHYB to 
support the high school Uganda missions trip. Please come bid on hand-made furniture, a lake-
house retreat, McCallie First camp tuition, a YETI cooler and many gift cards including Learning 
Express, Taco Mamacita, Mr. T's and much more, as well as to learn about the trip! Refreshments 
will be provided. 
 
If you would like to make a donation for Easter flowers in memory or in honor of a friend or loved 
one, please visit lmpc.org/Easter-flowers. Submissions can be made online, or you may bring a 
check to the church office until Friday, April 11. 
 
The eResume Network is a vital ministry under the umbrella of our deacons. LMPC is looking for 
leaders to connect people looking for employment with potential employers and job 
opportunities.  If you’re interested in serving through this network please contact Brian Salter at 
brian@lmpc.org. 
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