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BIG IDEA 

When Jesus is put on trial, we must face: our dangerous presumptions, his exclusive claims, 

and the high cost of following him. 

CONSIDER 
1. Based on any definition of just, what are some of the things that make this trial unfair? 

2. What is interesting about the testimony of the witness who is willing to come forward? 

3. Read closely Jesus’ response to their question.  What is the irony found in what is 

happening in that moment and what he says? 

4. Considering the context, what makes Peter’s denial jump off the page at you? 

5. Reflect on the statement that this is Jesus’ trial in the “church.”  

APPLICATION 

1. We all have certain false presumptions about who Jesus really is.  What are some of 

the common ones about him today outside the church? Inside the church?  For 

you? 

2. One Bible scholar said that “it’s always helpful to doubt your doubts.” What does he 

mean by that?  How could you apply that principle to some of the presumptions 

you mentioned in question 1? 

3. Jesus claim to be “the son of Man, sitting at the right hand of power and coming on 

the clouds of heaven” ends his trial.  Why?  Jesus makes several exclusive claims.  

What are the ones that are particularly offensive today?  What does that teach us 

about our culture? 

4. What does Peter’s denial show us about how far Peter was willing to follow Jesus?  

What are the contexts or who are the people with which it’s hard to follow Jesus? 

PRAY 
1. Repent for the specific false presumptions you tend to believe about Jesus. 

2. Ask for the Spirit to work in your heart to show you the things that you have trouble 

believing about Jesus. 

3. Pray to Jesus to help you to have courage to follow him when it’s difficult to do so. 

4.  


