
Sermon “The Destruction and Distortion of Turning from God” 
 Jared Huffman, assistant pastor 
 
* Hymn of response  “Before the Throne of God Above” 

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea, 
a great High Priest whose name is “Love,” who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on his hands, my name is written on his heart; 
I know that while in heav’n he stands no tongue can bid me thence depart; 
no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
  

When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, 
upward I look and see him there, who made an end to all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free; 
for God, the Just, is satisfied to look on him and pardon me; 
to look on him and pardon me. 
  

Behold him there the risen Lamb, my perfect spotless righteousness, 
the great unchangeable I AM, the King of glory and of grace! 
One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood; 
my life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ my Savior and my God; 
with Christ my Savior and my God. 
Words by Charitie Lees Bancroft, 1863 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 

Musicians for this week: 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist  David Kang – violin 

Kara Funke – piano       Laura Childers – vocalist       Hannah Lutz – viola  
___________________________________________ 

 
Sunday School Guest Speakers for Missions Conference Sunday, April 6 

• Fellowship Sunday School Class at 9:30 a.m. in the JHYB: Rob Griffith,  
Third Millennium Ministries 

• Brock Sunday School Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room: Melanie and Bill,  
global professionals 

• Fireside Sunday School Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Reception Room: Jerry Trousdale,  
City Team International 

• Redeemer Sunday School Class at 11:00 a.m. in the Upper Room: Viktor, Belarussian 
National Pastor 

• Community Class, at 11:00 a.m. in the Conference Room: Lydia and Robbie Sweet, 
Mission to the World, Scotland 

• Kingdom Class at11:00 a.m. in the Upper Room: Jerry Trousdale, City Team International  
• Combined youth Sunday school classes for middle and high school students at 9:30 and 

11:00 a.m. in the JHYB: Joanna and Peter Vaughn, Amani ya Juu 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
March 30, 2014 

 
Welcome and greetings  Don Kent, ruling elder 
 
* Responsive call to worship   Psalm 89:8-9, 11 
 
Leader: O LORD God Almighty, who is like you? 
 
All: You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.   
 
Leader: You rule over the surging sea; when its waves mount up, you still them.   
 
All: The heavens are yours, and yours also the earth; you founded the world and all that 

is in it. 
 
* Hymn of praise “This is My Father’s World” 

This is my Father’s world, and to my list’ning ears,  
all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres, 
This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the wonders wrought. 
  
This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise, 
the morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise. 
This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s fair;  
in the rustling grass I hear him pass, he speaks to me everywhere. 
  
This is my Father’s world, O let me ne’er forget 
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done; 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heav’n be one. 
words by Maltbie D. Babcock, 1901 

 
* Prayer of adoration 
 
Affirmation of faith  The Nicene Creed 
  
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.  
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not  
  (cont.) 



made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for 
us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 
of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the 
Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose 
kingdom shall have no end.  
  
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  
Call to confession  Psalm 32:1-6a 
 
Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the 
man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day 
and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of 
summer. 
 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the LORD”—and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Therefore 
let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found. 
 
 
Hymn of confession “Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy” 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love and pow’r.  
  
Refrain: I will arise and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in his arms; 
 in the arms of my dear Savior, O, there are ten thousand charms. 

  
Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; 
all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him. Refrain 
  
Come, ye weary, heavy-laden, lost and ruined by the fall; 
if you tarry till you’re better, you will never come at all. Refrain 
words by Joseph Hart, 1759 

 
Silent prayers of confession 
 

Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  1 John 4:9-10, 15 
 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 
 
* Hymn of assurance “Here is Love” 

Here is love vast as the ocean, lovingkindness as a flood, 
when the Prince of life, our ransom, shed for us his precious blood. 
Here is love, Lord we remember. From our hearts we lift your praise, 
raising high the living anthem all will sing through endless days. 
 

On the mount of crucifixion fountains opened deep and wide. 
Through the floodgates of your mercy flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Here is love like mighty rivers poured unceasing from above. 
Heaven’s peace and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love. 
Here is love, Lord we remember. From our hearts we lift your praise, 
raising high the living anthem all will sing through endless days. 
words by William Rees, 1802-1883 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 
Offertory hymn “I Have a Shelter” 

I have a shelter in the storm when troubles pour upon me. 
Though fears are rising like a flood my soul can rest securely. 
O Jesus, I will hide in you, my place of peace and solace. 
No trial is deeper than your love that comforts all my sorrows. 
 

I have a shelter in the storm when all my sins accuse me. 
Though justice charges me with guilt your grace will not refuse me.  
O Jesus, I will hide in you, who bore my condemnation. 
I find my refuge in your wounds for there I find salvation. 
 

I have a shelter in the storm when constant winds would break me. 
For in my weakness, I have learned your strength will not forsake me. 
O Jesus, I will hide in you, the one who bears my burdens. 
With faithful hands that cannot fail you’ll bring me home to heaven. 
words Bob Kauflin and Steve & Vikki Cook ©2008 Sovereign Grace Worship, ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036 

 
* Scripture reading from Matthew 27:1-26  9:30 Joseph Wingfield 
  11:00 Scott Quatro 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 



Matthew 27:1-26 
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people came to the decision to put 
Jesus to death. 2 They bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate, the governor. 3 
When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse 
and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and the elders. 4 "I have sinned," he said, "for I 
have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." 5 So 
Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself. 6 The 
chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is 
blood money." 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial place for 
foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the 
people of Israel, 10 and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." 11 
Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, "Are you the king of the 
Jews?" "Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. 12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the 
elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear the testimony they are bringing 
against you?" 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge-- to the great amazement of 
the governor. 15 Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had 
gathered, Pilate asked them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who 
is called Christ?" 18 For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed Jesus over to him. 19 While 
Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this message: "Don't have anything to do with 
that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him." 20 But the 
chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 
21 "Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the governor. "Barabbas," they 
answered. 22 "What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They all answered, 
"Crucify him!" 23 "Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, 
"Crucify him!" 24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's 
blood," he said. "It is your responsibility!" 25 All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on 
our children!" 26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him 
over to be crucified. 

 
The Destruction and Distortion of Turning from God  

Matthew 27:1-26 
 
Big idea: Opposition to Jesus is self destroying and truth distorting. 
 
I. The marks of betraying Jesus: self destroying conflict 
 

A. What's the cost of our worst choices? (vv. 1-3) 
B. Where will we go to "settle our accounts"? (vv. 3-4)  
C. What happens when we are left all alone with our "debt"? (vv. 4-10) 

 
II. The marks of indicting Jesus: truth distorting confusion 
 

A. The false standards (vv. 11-14) 
B. The fickle criteria (vv. 15-23) 
C. The false acquittal (vv. 24-26) 
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Weekly Announcements for March 30 
Eighth grade students carry the missions flags for the Sunday morning sanctuary services during 
the missions conference on April 6. If you would like to serve in this way, please email 
holly@lmpc.org by tomorrow. 
You are invited to a drop-in silent auction this Thursday, April 3, from 7:00-9:00 p.m. at the JHYB to 
support the high school Uganda missions trip. Please come bid on hand-made furniture, a lake-
house retreat, McCallie First camp tuition, a YETI cooler and many gift cards including Learning 
Express, Taco Mamacita, Mr. T's and much more, as well as to learn about the trip! Refreshments 
will be provided. 
Join the children of LMPC in giving to their annual missions coin drive, Change Makes a 
Difference. This summer a team of LMPC high school students will be traveling to Uganda to help 
with a children’s camp run by Champions United FC. Your change will help to fund the expense 
of the camp which uses sports as an avenue for evangelism. Look for a container in the fellowship 
hall lobby and help to support this missions project! 
If you would like to make a donation for Easter flowers in memory or in honor of a friend or loved 
one, please visit lmpc.org/Easter-flowers. Submissions can be made online, or you may bring a 
check to the church office until Friday, April 11. 
College and high school graduates, please send your name and the school from which you are 
graduating this spring to christie@lmpc.org no later than April 25 for our 2014 graduates list. 
Parents are needed for Marketplace VBS June 24-27! At our last Marketplace event, we hosted 
about 250 children and it took 24 mothers and fathers and their helpers to help out. We only have 
6 of those 24 teachers, meaning now we can currently only host 72 children for VBS. Please 
prayerfully consider serving in this capacity and email marketplace@lmpc.org to volunteer or to 
ask for more information. 
The eResume Network, a vital ministry under the umbrella of our deacons, is in need of leadership 
to guide people seeking employment and to evaluate their resumes in the process of connecting 
folk with employers who have job openings. Please contact Brian Salter, brian@lmpc.org, if you 
would like to serve in this way. 
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during the evening service next Sunday, April 6. Spend some 
time between now and then speaking with your Savior and refreshing relationships with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Evening prayer — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Joe Novenson preaching from Jeremiah 2 

IN MEMORIAM 
Norma R. Clark 

August 15, 1929 — March 24, 2014 
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