
Musicians for this week: 
Hannah Lutz – viola Laura Childers – vocalist  
Hannah Copeland – piano Noah Barnett – cello  

Ben VanderHart – guitar  Megan Wingard – vocalist 
 

 
 
 
 

A Threatened People 
Esther 3:1-15 

 
The story of God's people in Esther's day: 
1. A surprising twist: Mordecai is overlooked and Haman is honored (v.1) 
 
2. An insubordinate stand: Mordecai's refusal to kneel (vv. 2-4) 
 
3. A raging response and a deadly decree: God's people are threatened with    
    extinction (vv. 5-15) 

 
 
Our story as God's people in this day: 
1. Don't be surprised: virtue is often unrecognized and overlooked by worldly power 
 
2. Don't be naive: though redeemable, sin has long lasting ramifications 
 
3. Don't be terrified: the world roars and God rules  

Evening worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 
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Welcome and greetings  David Caines 
 
* Responsive call to worship   taken from Isaiah 55 and Psalm 100 
 
Leader: Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no 

money, come, buy and eat!  
 
All: Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near.  
 
Leader: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; come 

before him with joyful songs. 
 
All: Know that the LORD is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, 

the sheep of his pasture. 
 
Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 

and praise his name. 
 
All: For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through 

all generations. 
 
* Hymn of praise “O Worship the King” 

O worship the King all glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his pow’r and his love; 
our shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise. 
  
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
  
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail; 
your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 
based on Psalm 104, words by Robert Grant, 1833 

 
* Prayer of adoration 



Call to confession  Romans 13:11b-14 
  
The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave 
decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 
 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  taken from Colossians 1:19-22 
 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ, and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace 
through his blood, shed on the cross. Once we were alienated from God and were 
enemies in our minds because of our evil behavior. But now he has reconciled us by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present us holy in his sight, without blemish and 
free from accusation. 
 
* Hymn of assurance “Blessed Assurance” 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.  
  
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long;  

this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
  
Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
Refrain 
  
Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
Refrain 
words by Fanny Crosby, 1873 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 
Offertory hymn “O Great God” 

O great God of highest heav’n occupy my lowly heart. 
Own it all and reign supreme, conquer every rebel power. 
Let no vice or sin remain that resists your holy war. 
You have loved and purchased me, make me yours forevermore. 

  (cont.) 

I was blinded by my sin, had no ears to hear your voice, 
did not know your love within, had no taste for heaven’s joys. 
Then your Spirit gave me life, opened up your Word to me 
through the Gospel of your Son, gave me endless hope and peace. 
 
Help me now to live a life that’s dependent on your grace. 
Keep my heart and guard my soul from the evils that I face. 
You are worthy to be praised with my every thought and deed. 
O great God of highest heav’n glorify your name through me. 
words Bob Kauflin © 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise, EMI Christian Music Publishing, 
ARR, ICS, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036 

 
* Scripture reading from Esther 3:1-15  9:30 Jonathan VanderHart 
  11:00 Susie Courtney 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
  
Sermon “A Threatened People” 
 Brian Salter, associate pastor 
 
* Hymn of response  “The Church’s One Foundation” 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  
she is his new creation by water and the Word: 
from heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride;   
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.  
  
The church shall never perish, her dear Lord to defend, 
to guide, sustain and cherish, is with her to the end. 
Though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale, 
against a foe or traitor, she ever shall prevail. 
 
‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,  
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;  
till with the vision glorious, her longing eyes are blest,  
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.  
words by Samuel Stone, 1866 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
 


