
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Please silence all communication devices  
 and refrain from bringing beverages into the sanctuary. Thank you. 
 

 Large print bulletins are available in the narthex on the sideboard  
 and on the table next to the pulpit. 
 

  Prelude  David Friberg, organist 
 

 *Welcome and greetings  Don Kent 
 
   Introit “Ascribe to the Lord” M. Devine 
   LMPC Chancel Choir 
 

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name.  
Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness! Psalm 29:2 

   
 *Call to worship  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 and Psalm 62:1-2       
 
 *Hymn of adoration 529 vv. 1, 3 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
    

 *Prayer of adoration 
 
  Sacrament of baptism  9:30 

Olivia and Nate Oster bringing Amos Perseverance Simbwa and 
Caleb Purpose Kimbugwe    

 
 *Affirmation of faith Heidelberg Catechism, questions 1 and 2 
    
   What is your only comfort in life and in death?                                                                    
 
   That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, in life and in  
   death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all  
   my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the  
   tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that  
   not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in  
   heaven: in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.  
   Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of  
   eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from  
   now on to live for him. 
 
   What do you need to know in order to live and die in the joy of this  
   comfort? 
 
   First, how great my sins and misery are; second, how I am delivered 
   from all my sins and misery; third, how I am to be thankful to God 
   for such deliverance. 
 
 *Gloria Patri 735 
 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
  world without end. Amen, amen. 

  Commissioning prayer for Uganda missions team 
 
Team leaders Chris Seo, Brynna Hansen, Aaron Tolson, Judy Pepper and 
Michael Pepper, and team members Banner Brock, Maclaine Brock, Laura 
Dassow, Hamilton Heald, Tommy Ellis, Will Duncan, Madeline 
MacLean, Will McEwen, McKenna Quatro, Annie Reynolds, Patrick 
Thompson, McKinley Self and Campbell Young 
 

  Choral response “We Rest on Thee” Sibelius 
   LMPC Chancel Choir 
 

We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling,  
and needing more each day thy grace to know:  
yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing,  
“We rest on thee, and in thy name we go.”  
   

  Prayer of lament  Psalm 13 
    

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you 
hide your face from me? 
 
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have 
sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph over me? 
 
Look on me and answer, O Lord my God. Give light to my eyes, or 
I will sleep in death; 
 
my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” and my foes will 
rejoice when I fall. 
 
But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
 
I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me.  

   
  Assurance of God’s presence and power taken from John 15 and 16 
    

I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.  
If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged 
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates 
you. Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will 
rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 

 
  Hymn of faith 251 vv. 1, 3  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 
  
  Worship in giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 
  Offertory “For the Fruit of All Creation” arr. Rodgers 
    LMPC Chancel Choir; Christa Tahere, guest conductor; Laura Childers, soloist 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God! 
Gifts bestowed on ev’ry nation, thanks be to God! 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safekeeping, thanks be to God! 
 
In the just reward of labor, God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, God's will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, God's will is done. 

The Lord’s Day 
 

May 25, 2014 — 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God! 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God! 
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God!  

  
 *Doxology 731    
 
*Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving 
  
  Sermon “The Crucible of Decision” p. 780 in pew Bible 
    Esther 4:1-17 
    Joe Novenson, senior teaching pastor 

 
  Pastoral prayer 

 
*Hymn of response 486 vv. 1, 5, 6   “God, Be Merciful to Me” 
     

 *Benediction 
 
 *Congregational response “Threefold Amen” 
 
  Postlude David Friberg, organist 
 

Celebrating the baptisms of Amos Perseverance Simbwa and Caleb Purpose 
Kimbugwe at the 9:30 a.m. sanctuary service today are their parents, Olivia and Nate 
Oster, and their grandparents, Rebecca and Dwight Oster and Kay and Richard Pugh. 
 
Celebrating their baptisms and membership vows at the 9:30 a.m. fellowship hall 
service today are Madison Faye Vineyard, with her parents Joe and Suzanne Vineyard 
and Beth and Fernando Gomez; and Paul Elliott Stern, with his parents Marianne and 
Curt Stern. 
 
Devices to amplify sound during the Sunday morning worship services are available. 
If you would like one, please arrive a few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you.  
 

Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of 
the child. Worship sheets and crayons are available in the narthex and at the front of 
the sanctuary to help children interact with the sermon.  
 

Evening worship — 6:00 p.m. 
 

Missionary report from Linda and Ethan Pettit 

Sunday, May 25 
Sanctuary worship, 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Fellowship hall worship, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery, 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday school, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Marketplace parents’ training, 11:00 a.m. 
Evening prayer, 6:00 p.m. 

Uganda team meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Monday, May 26 
LMPC office closed for Memorial Day 
Ladies’ prayer band, 8:45 a.m. 

 
Tuesday, May 27 

Men’s inductive study, 6:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 28 
Dead Theologians’ Society at Parkridge 

Medical Center, 6:30 a.m. 
Prayer meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

Chancel choir clean-up day, 6:30 p.m. 
The Marriage Course, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Thursday, May 29 

Men’s Bible study & breakfast, 6:30 a.m. 
Prayer & Bible Hour, 10:45 a.m. 

 
Friday, May 30 

Men’s breakfast & prayer group, 7:30 a.m. 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS AT LMPC 



 
Our Vision 

Glorifying God by growing in grace and giving  
our lives away on the mountain, in the city, 

and throughout the world 

Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church 

Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church 
316 North Bragg Avenue � Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 37350 

423.821.4528 phone � www.lmpc.org 

Sermon Outline 
The Crucible of Decision 

Esther 4:1-17 
 

1. A cry: feeling gut-wrenching distress (vv. 1-4) 
2. A call: facing one’s place in life's raging agony (vv. 5-11) 
3. A choice: deciding one’s course in searing crisis (vv. 12-17) 
 

Our place in a horribly broken world today:  
1. Beware of extreme reactions to life in a fallen world. 

• Two emotional extremes  
• Two volitional extremes  

 
2. Be assured that the crucible of life in a broken world will bring us all to 

the moment of choice: God-directed or self-directed life? 

Weekly Announcements 
Today, the high school missions team traveling to Uganda in June will be 
commissioned at the 11:00 a.m. fellowship hall service.  
All young adults are invited to an after-work event this Thursday, May 29, 
starting at 5:15 p.m. at the Universal Joint in downtown Chattanooga. 
Come join us for an appetizer, dinner, or just to hang out. We would love 
to see you, and feel free to bring a friend. Email us with questions at 
youngadults@lmpc.org.  
Registration for Marketplace VBS is open! To register children who have 
completed Kindergarten—5th grade, go to lmpc.org/marketplace-
registration. Space is limited, so register soon. The children of volunteers 
are guaranteed a spot!  
The deadline to register for the high school Hilton Head beach trip is next 
Sunday, June 1. This trip is from July 7-12 and costs $350. A $150 deposit 
is needed to secure your spot and is non-refundable after June 15. Online 
registration and payment are available at lmpc.org/high-school-beach-trip. 
All women are invited to this summer’s Head, Heart and Hands events on 
June 11, July 9 and August 6. These are hands-on events, the first of 
which will be cooking for and visiting shut-ins in our community. Visit 
lmpc.org/women for more details. 
The LMPC officer class of 2017 will be ordained and installed during each 
of the five morning services on Sunday, June 8. The make-up date is  
June 15.  
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during the morning worship service 
next Sunday, June 1. Spend some time between now and then speaking 
with your Savior and refreshing relationships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

Generous Church Assessment Update 
 
We give thanks for the participation of 800+ members, staff, and officers. 
The number and range of responses provided a great snapshot of where we 
are as a congregation in our giving. Representatives from Generous Church 
have given us their initial report which has been shared with the Session 
and staff. 
 
While it will take considerable time to address all that we learned with 
faith and wisdom, we invite you to celebrate God’s good work among us 
and to consider God’s Kingdom opportunities that lie ahead of us.  
 
We can celebrate: 
 

• The Gospel was listed as the primary motivation for giving by 
52% of participants. 

 
• We received substantial participation from our younger 

members (18 - 34 years). There were encouraging signs of 
spiritual vitality and generosity here. 

 
• Our giving levels are higher than average as over 71% of 

respondents indicated they give more than 10% of their income 
to ministry work inside/outside of church. 

 
We recognize opportunities: 
 

• We described ourselves as the following types of givers: 
disciplined givers (52%), cautious givers (22%), spontaneous 
givers (21%) and sacrificial givers (5%). How can we move 
towards becoming sacrificial and generous disciples? 

 
• There is a high interest in receiving training and equipping in 

areas of stewardship and generosity such as retirement 
planning (32%), personal budgeting (30%), and building a 
giving plan (28%). 

 
• Service is one area where we can improve—both to the poor 

and needy (29% of us regularly serve the poor now) as well as 
in our general service for the Kingdom (68% serve in some 
capacity).  

 
• One of our biggest barriers to living generously is fear of losing 

security when we give—41% of us listed this as a primary 
hindrance to generosity.  

 
This report is only a snapshot of all that we learned in the assessment. Pray 
as we seek to be faithful in leading Christ’s body at LMPC. Thanks again 
for your participation! 
 
On behalf of the LMPC Session, 
Tommy Gifford, vice moderator 


