
“The Tables Are Turned” 
Esther 9:1-10:3 

 
1) A graphic description of a righteous battle (vv. 9:1-16) 

• Beware of viewing something this graphic as unholy. 

 

 

2) A godless celebration of a righteous victory (vv. 9:17-32) 

• Beware when God is absent from the celebrations in which he should be 
most present.  

 

 

3) A sobering reconsideration of true victory (vv. 10:1-3) 

• Beware of placing our hopes in “modern Mordecais” instead of God himself. 

 

Evening prayer – 6:00 p.m. 
Uganda missions report 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
June 29, 2014 

 
Welcome and greetings  Joe Donnovin, ruling elder 
 
*Responsive call to worship   1 Chronicles 29:10b-12 
 
Leader: Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to 

everlasting.  
 
All: Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 

splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the Kingdom; 
you are exalted as head over all.  

 
Leader: Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands 

are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.  
 
All: Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. 
 
* Hymn of praise “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” 

Rejoice, the Lord is King: your Lord and King adore! 
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
His Kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’er earth and heav’n; 
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus giv’n. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes submit, 
and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, the Judge, shall come, 
and take his servants up to their eternal home. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice! Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
words by Charles Wesley, 1746 

 
* Prayer of adoration 
 
Uganda missions report 
 
 



Call to confession  Isaiah 64:6; Proverbs 28:13 
 
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy 
rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. He who 
conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds 
mercy. 
 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace 
 taken from 1 Timothy 2, John 3, and Lamentations 3 
 
There is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself as a ransom for all men. For God so loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is his faithfulness. 
  
* Hymn of assurance “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be. 
 
Refrain: Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided— 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
words by Thomas O. Chisholm, ©1923 Renewal 1951. Hope Pub. Co. All rights reserved. Used by permission CCLI lic. #152036  

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 
Offertory hymn “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand”  

On Jordan’s stormy banks I stand and cast a wishful eye 
to Canaan’s fair and happy land where my possessions lie. 
  
All o’er those wide extended plains shines one eternal day;  
there God, the Son forever reigns, and scatters night away.  
 I am bound, I am bound, I am bound for the Promised Land (x2) 
    (cont.) 

No chilling winds nor poisonous breath can reach that healthful shore; 
sickness, sorrow, pain and death are felt and feared no more. 
I am bound, I am bound, I am bound for the Promised Land (x2) 
  
When shall I reach that happy place and be forever blessed; 
where shall I see my Father’s face, and in his bosom rest? 
I am bound, I am bound, I am bound for the Promised Land (x2) 
We are bound, we are bound, we are bound for the Promised Land (x2) 
words by Samuel Stennett, 1787 

 
Elder emeritus  Bill Caulkins 
 
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
  
Sermon “The Tables Are Turned” Esther 9:1-10:3 
 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 
 
* Hymn of response  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of every nation, joy of ev’ry longing heart. 
 
Joy to those who long to see thee, Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of the birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 
 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious Kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
words by Charles Wesley, 1744 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
 

Musicians for this week: 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist Ellie Henry – vocalist  
Emmie Thompson – vocalist  John Wingard – piano 

David Kang – violin  
 



Esther 9:1-10:3 
On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the king was to 
be carried out. On this day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables 
were turned and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. 2 The Jews assembled in their 
cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those seeking their destruction. No one could stand 
against them, because the people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them. 3 And all the nobles of 
the provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king's administrators helped the Jews, because fear of 
Mordecai had seized them. 4 Mordecai was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout 
the provinces, and he became more and more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with 
the sword, killing and destroying them, and they did what they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In the 
citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men. 7 They also killed (Parshandatha, 
Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai and Vaizatha,) 10 the ten sons of 
Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 11 
The number of those slain in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king that same day. 12 The king said to 
Queen Esther, "The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman in the 
citadel of Susa. What have they done in the rest of the king's provinces? Now what is your petition? It will 
be given you. What is your request? It will also be granted." 13 "If it pleases the king," Esther answered, "give 
the Jews in Susa permission to carry out this day's edict tomorrow also, and let Haman's ten sons be 
hanged on gallows." 14 So the king commanded that this be done. An edict was issued in Susa, and they 
hanged the ten sons of Haman. 15 The Jews in Susa came together on the fourteenth day of the month of 
Adar, and they put to death in Susa three hundred men, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 
16 Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who were in the king's provinces also assembled to protect 
themselves and get relief from their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay 
their hands on the plunder.  
 
17 This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the fourteenth they rested and 
made it a day of feasting and joy. 18 The Jews in Susa, however, had assembled on the thirteenth and 
fourteenth, and then on the fifteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. 19 That is why rural 
Jews-- those living in villages-- observe the fourteenth of the month of Adar as a day of joy and feasting, a 
day for giving presents to each other. 20 Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the 
Jews throughout the provinces of King Xerxes, near and far, 21 to have them celebrate annually the 
fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar 22 as the time when the Jews got relief from their 
enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was turned into joy and their mourning into a day of 
celebration. He wrote them to observe the days as days of feasting and joy and giving presents of food to 
one another and gifts to the poor. 23 So the Jews agreed to continue the celebration they had begun, 
doing what Mordecai had written to them. 24 For Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of 
all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them and had cast the pur (that is, the lot) for their 
ruin and destruction. 25 But when the plot came to the king's attention, he issued written orders that the 
evil scheme Haman had devised against the Jews should come back onto his own head, and that he 
and his sons should be hanged on the gallows. 26 (Therefore these days were called Purim, from the word 
pur.) Because of everything written in this letter and because of what they had seen and what had 
happened to them, 27 the Jews took it upon themselves to establish the custom that they and their 
descendants and all who join them should without fail observe these two days every year, in the way 
prescribed and at the time appointed. 28 These days should be remembered and observed in every 
generation by every family, and in every province and in every city. And these days of Purim should never 
cease to be celebrated by the Jews, nor should the memory of them die out among their descendants. 29 
So Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm 
this second letter concerning Purim. 30 And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces of the 
kingdom of Xerxes-- words of goodwill and assurance-- 31 to establish these days of Purim at their 
designated times, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had decreed for them, and as they had 
established for themselves and their descendants in regard to their times of fasting and lamentation. 32 
Esther's decree confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records. (cont.)  
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Weekly Announcements 
 
Please be mindful to tidy the area around your seat as you leave the worship service.  
 
Due to multiple complications surrounding the scheduled July 9 Head, Heart, and Hands event for 
women, it is necessary for us to cancel this event. Please look for further details to be announced 
regarding the August 6 event. 
 
The Cost of Poverty Experience (COPE) will be held at Chattanooga Christian School on Wednesday, July 9 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Chalmers Center at Covenant College, it is an opportunity to walk a 
mile in the shoes of a person living below the poverty line in our city and to engage and brainstorm with 
the community of believers interested in solutions. An optional meal for a fee and childcare are available. 
The COPE is free, but seating is limited. To guarantee a seat, RSVP before Monday, July 7 by emailing 
free@chalmers.org or calling (706) 956-4358. 
 
The House is looking for at least 15 new men and 35 new women in September to lead their small group 
university student Bible studies called Core Groups. These Core Groups consist of four or five university 
students who meet weekly throughout the school year to pray, share their lives, and study the Bible 
together. This is a great opportunity to walk in discipleship relationships with college students, and no 
particular training or experience is required beyond a love for Jesus, a commitment to follow him, and a 
willingness to love some students. Contact Jason Leonard at jason@thehouseutc.org or at (423) 280-9095 
if you are interested or have questions.  
 
Join us for a Lookouts Game hosted by the Young Adults committee on Monday, June 30 at 7:15 p.m.  
for National Park Night. Tickets can be purchased at the gates, by calling (423) 648-5623, or online at 
http://www.friendsofchch.org/shop-tickets. For more information, please email youngadults@lmpc.org. 
 
All men are invited to come to an early morning Bible study of the book of Hebrews. This eight-week study 
commenced June 17 and meets Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. in the Reception Room. 
 
LMPC will host three new Fellows from September ‘14 to May ‘15. To learn more about being a host home 
for one of these post-college graduates, please contact Shannon Teague, Stephanie Young or Jared 
Huffman at (423) 821-4528 for details. 
 
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during the morning worship services July 6. Spend some time between 
now and then speaking with your Savior and refreshing relationships with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

10:1 King Xerxes imposed tribute throughout the empire, to its distant shores. 2 And all his acts of power 
and might, together with a full account of the greatness of Mordecai to which the king had raised him, 
are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 Mordecai the Jew was 
second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow 
Jews, because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews. 
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