
* Hymn of response  “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 
Let us love and sing and wonder, let us praise the Savior's name, 
he has hushed the law’s loud thunder, he has quenched Mount Sinai’s flame, 
he has washed us with his blood (3x), he has brought us nigh to God. 
  
Let us love the Lord who bought us, pitied us when enemies, 
called us by his grace and taught us; gave us ears and gave us eyes, 
he has washed us with his blood (3x), he presents our souls to God. 
 
Let us wonder, grace and justice join and point to mercy’s store; 
when through grace in Christ our trust is, justice smiles and asks no more: 
he who washed us with his blood (3x), has secured our way to God. 
  
Let us praise and join the chorus of the saints enthroned on high;  
here they trusted him before us, now their praises fill the sky: 
“Thou hast washed us with thy blood (3x), thou art worthy, Lamb of God!” 
words by John Newton, 1774 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 

Musicians for this week: 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist Kellie Currin – vocalist 
James Bevill – guitar Anna Stroud – vocalist  
Calvin Garriott – piano Hannah Lutz – viola 

 

Evening prayer in the chapel – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Commissioning for Eve Soltau; 
 

Report from Ted Hope and Joe Novenson 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
June 8, 2014 

 
Welcome and greetings  Len Teague, associate pastor 
 
* Responsive call to worship   Psalm 23 
 
Leader: The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. 
 
All: He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he 

restores my soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
 
Leader: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
All: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head 

with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of 
my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
* Hymn of preparation “Come Away from Rush and Hurry” 

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace; 
from our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ and find release. 
Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and frenzied pace; 
come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s face. 
  
In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our souls. 
From the waters of his mercy we drink deeply, are made whole. 
At the table of his presence all his saints are richly fed. 
With the oil of his anointing into service we are led. 
  
Come, then, children, with your burdens, life’s confusions, fears, and pain. 
Leave them at the cross of Jesus; take instead his Kingdom’s reign. 
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them, he alone will satisfy.  
All our longings find attainment when to self we gladly die. 
Words by Marva J. Dawn, 1999 

 
* Prayer of adoration 
 
Affirmation of faith The Belgic Confession of Faith, 1561 – Article 13 
 
Leader: We believe that God, after he created all things, did not abandon them to 

chance or fortune but leads and governs them according to his holy will.  
  (cont.) 



All: In this way nothing happens in this world without his orderly arrangement. 
 
Leader: Yet God is not the author of, nor can he be charged with, the sin that occurs. 

For his power and goodness are so great and incomprehensible that he arranges 
and does his work very well and justly even when the wicked act unjustly. 

 
All: We do not wish to inquire with undue curiosity into what he does that surpasses 

human understanding and is beyond our ability to comprehend.  
 
Leader: But in all humility and reverence we adore the just judgments of God, which are 

hidden from us, being content to be Christ’s disciples, so as to learn only what he 
shows us in his Word, without going beyond those limits. 

 
All: This doctrine gives us unspeakable comfort since it teaches us that nothing can 

happen to us by chance but only by the arrangement of our gracious heavenly 
Father. 

 
Leader: He watches over us with fatherly care, keeping all creatures under his control, 

so that not one of the hairs on our heads (for they are all numbered) nor even a little 
bird can fall to the ground without the will of our Father. 

 
All: In this thought we rest, knowing that he holds in check all our enemies, who cannot 

hurt us without his permission and will. 
 
Call to confession  Hebrews 4:14-16 
 
Since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne of 
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our 
time of need. 
 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  Romans 8:1-2, 38-39 
 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

* Hymn of assurance “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 
O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, 
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace. 
 
Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease; 
’tis music in the sinner’s ears, ’tis life and health and peace. 
 
He breaks the power of reigning sin, he sets the pris’ner free; 
his blood can make the foulest clean, his blood availed for me. 
  
Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosen’d tongues employ; 
ye blind, behold your Savior come; and leap, ye lame, for joy. 
Charles Wesley, 1739 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 
Offertory hymn “God Moves in a Mysterious Way” 

God moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform; 
he plants his footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm. 
  
Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take; the clouds ye so much dread 
are big with mercy, and shall break in blessings on your head. 
  
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, but trust him for his grace; 
behind a frowning providence he hides a smiling face. 
  
Blind unbelief is sure to err, and scan his work in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, and he will make it plain. 
by William Cowper, 1774 

  
Ordination and Installation of Officers 

Questions to the candidates 
Question to the congregation 
Ordination and installation 
Laying on of hands and prayer 
Declaration and pronouncement 
Giving of the right hand of fellowship 

 
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
  
Sermon “The Beauty of God’s Providence ” Esther 6:1-14 
 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 
 
 



Weekly Announcements 
Sunday school for all ages has been suspended for the summer and will resume August 17. 
The June meeting for officers has been changed to Monday, June 23 and will be held in the 
Upper Room classroom. The deacons will meet at 5:30 p.m., and the Session will meet at 7:00 p.m. 
Join us in congratulating the first class of Chattanooga Fellows who graduated this past 
Saturday evening: Kimberly Gyger, Taylor King, Chris Musser, Abbie Rice, Lauren Bozeman, 
Courtney McWhorter, Molly Robinson, Caroline Mallory, Will Loderhose, and Witt Hullander. We 
are looking forward to hosting our second class who will arrive this September. If you would like 
to consider the opportunity to live generously by hosting a Fellow in your home from September ’14 
to May ’15 and would like more information, please contact Shannon Teague, Stephanie 
Young or Jared Huffman at (423) 821-4528 for details. 
All men are invited to come to an early morning Bible study of the book of Hebrews beginning 
Tuesday, June 17, at 6:30 a.m. It will continue for eight weeks and we will meet in the Reception 
Room. 
All women are invited to this summer’s first Head, Heart and Hands event this Wednesday, June 11 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Reception Room. We will provide homemade or purchased meals for shut-ins 
and visit those in our community. Contact susie@lmpc.org to sign up. Nursery is available for all 
events. To make a nursery reservation, email amy@lmpc.org.  
Adoptive or foster families in our community are invited this Wednesday, June 11 at 6:00 p.m. to 
come together and meet with other families for encouragement and fun. There will be a short 
time of sharing about post-adoption care and what we can do in our community to make 
families aware of the resources available. This event will be at Full Circle Farmstead (136 
Charlotte Drive, Lkt. Mtn., GA) and is open to anyone who is interested in fostering, adoption, or 
supporting and encouraging foster or adoptive families. Please bring a dish to share and some 
drinks. For more information, contact Carlee Hilger at carleehilger@gmail.com. 
Calling all seamstresses! If you can sew a straight line and would be willing to do a simple 
sewing project for Marketplace, we need some tent curtains sewn. Please pick up a packet of 
fabric with instructions in the children's ministry office. The curtains need to be completed and 
returned to the church by June 15.  
Missionary prayer: the first Sunday evening service of each month is dedicated to prayer for our 
supported missionary partners. All are welcome to attend this service at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel. 
If you are unable to attend or would like to sign up to receive an email copy of our missionary 
prayer requests on a monthly basis, please email stephanie@lmpc.org. 
The 2014 missions volunteer email list is being updated. If you would like to be notified of volunteer 
opportunities throughout the year, please email stephanie@lmpc.org. 
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during the evening worship service next Sunday, June 15. 
Spend some time between now and then speaking with your Savior and refreshing relationships 
with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Elders 
Ross Ballenger 
David Barnes 
Joe Donnovin 
Marc Erickson 
Ted Hope 

Bob Huffaker 
Rob Huffaker 
Gary Lindley 

Charlie McDonald 
John Stroud 

Deacons 
Stephen Barnes 
Sandy Gardner 
Eddy Hilger 
Gerry King 
Jason Lehn 

Frank Lombardy 
Hugh Morrow 
Jonathan Scott 
Leon Sulser 
Ben Wharton 

New Class of 2017 Officers 

The LMPC officer class of 2017 will be ordained and installed during each  
of the five morning services today, June 8. The make-up date is June 15.  



Esther 6:1-14  
That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of 
his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai 
had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king's officers who guarded the doorway, 
who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 3 "What honor and recognition has Mordecai 
received for this?" the king asked. "Nothing has been done for him," his attendants 
answered. 4 The king said, "Who is in the court?" Now Haman had just entered the outer 
court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging Mordecai on the gallows he had 
erected for him. 5 His attendants answered, "Haman is standing in the court." "Bring him in," 
the king ordered. 
 
6 When Haman entered, the king asked him, "What should be done for the man the king 
delights to honor?" Now Haman thought to himself, "Who is there that the king would rather 
honor than me?" 7 So he answered the king, "For the man the king delights to honor, 8 have 
them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal 
crest placed on its head. 9 Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king's 
most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to honor, and lead him on the 
horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, 'This is what is done for the man the 
king delights to honor!'" 10 "Go at once," the king commanded Haman. "Get the robe and 
the horse and do just as you have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king's 
gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended." 
 
11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback 
through the city streets, proclaiming before him, "This is what is done for the man the king 
delights to honor!" 12 Afterward Mordecai returned to the king's gate. But Haman rushed 
home, with his head covered in grief, 13 and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything 
that had happened to him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, "Since Mordecai, 
before whom your downfall has started, is of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him-- 
you will surely come to ruin!" 14 While they were still talking with him, the king's eunuchs 
arrived and hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther had prepared. 
 
 
 

“The Beauty of God’s Providence” 
Esther 6:1-14 

 
Big Idea: the beauty of God’s unseen providence: help and hope come  
from surprising directions. 

Help and hope come to God's people even through:  

 

1)   Apparently insignificant events (vv. 1-5) 

 

2)   The flaws and corruption of people (vv. 6-10) 

 

3)   Surprising reversals (vv. 11-14) 

 

There is no attribute more comforting to God’s children than that of God's sovereignty. Under the 
most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that sovereignty has ordained 
their afflictions, that sovereignty overrules them, and that sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is 
nothing for which his children ought to more earnestly contend than the doctrine of their master over 
all creation—the kingship of God over all the works of his own hands—the throne of God and his right 
to sit upon that throne […] It is God upon the throne whom we trust. 

 - C.H. Spurgeon 


