
* Hymn of response “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
Come, thou fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above; 
praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount of God's unchanging love. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I'm come; 
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wand'ring from the fold of God: 
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 
 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; 
let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander — Lord, I feel it — prone to leave the God I love: 
here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above. 
words by Robert Robinson, 1758 

 
* Benediction 
 
Postlude 

 
Musicians for this week: 

David Henry – guitar, vocalist Hannah Lutz – viola 
Kara Funke – piano Scott Quatro – vocalist 

Laura Childers – vocalist 

Evening prayer – 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall 
 

Farewell to Lydia and Robbie Sweet and family 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
August 10, 2014 

 
Welcome and greetings  Joe Donnovin, ruling elder 
 
* Responsive call to worship  Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7 
 
Leader: Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our 

salvation.  
 
All: Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.  
 
Leader: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker;  
 
All: for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.  
 
* Hymn of praise “How Firm a Foundation” 

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,  
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said,  
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
   
“Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed;  
for I am your God, and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,  
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
“When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply; 
the flame shall not hurt you; I only design 
your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 
  
“The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,  
I will not, I will not desert to his foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,  
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.” 
words by John Keith, 1787 

 
* Prayer of adoration 
 
 
 
 



Call to confession  James 1:23-27 
 
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at 
his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets 
what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he 
will be blessed in what he does. If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not 
keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. Religion 
that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.  
 
Silent prayers of confession 
 
Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  1 John 3:1a; Ephesians 2:4-5a, 8-9 
 
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! For because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions. For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God — not by works, so that no one can boast.  
 
* Hymn of assurance “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!” 

Jesus! what a friend for sinners! Jesus! lover of my soul;  
friends may fail me, foes assail me, he, my Savior, makes me whole. 
  

Chorus: Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping, loving, he is with me to the end.  

  
Jesus! what a strength in weakness! Let me hide myself in him; 
tempted, tried, and sometimes failing, he, my strength, my vict’ry wins. Chorus 
  
Jesus! I do now receive him, more than all in him I find; 
he hath granted me forgiveness, I am his, and he is mine. Chorus 
words by J. Wilbur Chapman, 1910 

 
Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

Offertory Hymn  “Speak, O Lord” 

 
 
* Selected readings from the book of Proverbs 9:30 Hollie Kent 
  11:00 Tommy Ellis 

This is the Word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 
 
Sermon “The work of wisdom: how we steward words” 
 Aaron Tolson, assistant pastor 
 



Weekly Announcements 
Child protection policy training will be offered today, August 10, at 11:00 a.m. in the Reception Room for all 
Sunday school teachers, or anyone volunteering with youth or children in any capacity this year. 
This evening, we will bid farewell to Lydia and Robbie Sweet and family with prayer and commissioning during 
the evening service at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall; it will be followed by an ice cream soiree. We hope you 
will plan to join us. Search Sweets at lmpc.org. 
The LMPC high school youth will have their annual 9th grade induction on Saturday, August 16. All high school 
students are invited to meet us at the JHYB and join us in playing Mission UNpossible from 6:00-9:30 p.m. Please 
sign up by emailing christie@lmpc.org today, August 10. 
Sunday school for children, youth, and adults resumes next Sunday, August 17. For details on locations 
and times of all adult classes offered, see the bulletin board outside the sanctuary pulpit door, or visit 
lmpc.org/grow/adults/sunday-school. 
Promotion Sunday is next Sunday, August 17. Children should go directly to their new classes. If you have 
questions about class locations, there will be deacons in the hallways at each hour to help direct you and your 
children to the correct rooms. Parents, look for an email this week giving more information.   
Fred Schumpert, Sr. will be teaching in the Community Class Sunday school at 11:00 a.m. beginning  next 
Sunday, August 17. It will be a series entitled "The Prophetic Era in Old Testament Israel — The Reluctant 
Messengers of God."  
The church family is invited to the wedding ceremony of Catherine Hitchings and Zach Plating on Saturday, 
August 23 at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary and to the cake reception afterward in the fellowship hall.  
Mark your calendar! Family Camp this year is September 19-21 at Alpine Camp. Online registration for Family 
Camp begins Monday, August 25. Spots will fill up quickly, so sign up early to avoid being placed on our 
wait-list. Search family camp at lmpc.org.  
David Friberg will retire on December 31, 2014, after almost 20 years of sacrificial service to Christ and his 
people as organist at Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church. David said, "It is time to pass the baton. Anything 
I have done is purely by the grace of God. The Lord gets all the glory. Soli Deo Gloria." Considering David's 
unique musical gifts and many contributions to Christ-exalting worship, his absence "from the bench" will be felt. 
But thinking of the many years of David's service to Christ brings thanks to God. A service of celebration will be 
scheduled in the months ahead.   
Please consider the opportunity to serve by mentoring or hosting a LMPC Fellow in your home from 
September 7, 2014 to May 30, 2015. We need three host homes and two mentors (one male and one 
female) in order to be ready for this class when they arrive on September 7. Search Fellows at lmpc.org 
for more information. 
Interested in joining LMPC or learning more about what we believe? You can sign up for the Inquirer’s Class 
beginning Wednesday, September 3 at 6:15 p.m. in the Conference Room by emailing sarabeth@lmpc.org or 
by calling the church office at (423) 821-4528. The class will meet Wednesdays from September 3 to October 
29, with a break on October 15.  
Mother’s Day Out is in need of substitute teachers on Tuesdays and Thursdays throughout the school year. 
Please contact Brooke Pippenger at brooke@lmpc.org if you are interested.  
The Lord’s Supper will be observed during the evening worship service next Sunday, August 17. Spend some 
time between now and then speaking with your Savior and refreshing relationships with your brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 
Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 each Sunday morning. If you would like them to 
pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to join them. 
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Proverbs 10:19-21 When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise. 20The 
tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of the wicked is of little value. 21The lips of the 
righteous nourish many, but fools die for lack of judgment. 
Proverbs 10:31-32 The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be cut out. 
32The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse. 
Proverbs 12:13-14, 17-18 An evil man is trapped by his sinful talk, but a righteous man escapes trouble. 
14From the fruit of his lips a man is filled with good things as surely as the work of his hands rewards him. 17A 
truthful witness gives honest testimony, but a false witness tells lies.  
18Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
Proverbs 15:1-4 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. 2The tongue of the 
wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. 3The eyes of the LORD are everywhere, 
keeping watch on the wicked and the good. 4The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a 
deceitful tongue crushes the spirit. 
Proverbs 16:23, 28 A wise man's heart guides his mouth, and his lips promote instruction. 28A perverse man 
stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends. 
Proverbs 17:28 Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue. 
Proverbs 18:13, 21, 26 He who answers before listening-- that is his folly and his shame. 21The tongue has the 
power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit. 26An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips. 
Proverbs 25:11, 15 A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver. 15Through patience a ruler 
can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can break a bone. 

 

“The work of wisdom: how we steward words” 
Selected readings from the book of Proverbs 

 

1. Words have the power to kill 
a. Power to kill by wounding (Proverbs 12:18) 

b. Power to kill by distorting, demoralizing, and destroying (Proverbs 18:21) 

c. Power to kill community (Proverbs 16:28) 

d. Power to kill the speaker (Proverbs 12:13-14) 

2. Words have the power to heal 
a. Why words heal 

b. What words heal 

i. True words: Proverbs 10:20-21, 15:2 

ii. Tender words: Proverbs 15:1, 25:15 

iii. Thoughtful words: Proverbs 10:32, 25:11, 24:16 

iv. Thrifty words: Proverbs 10:19, 17:28, 18:13 

3. The Word: the only power to heal our words. (Proverbs 16:23, John 1, Hebrews 1) 
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