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BIG IDEA 

There are life-giving truths to be treasured about God's 

crediting righteousness to people like us. 

DISCUSS 
 

Point 1) What did Abraham discover?  Righteousness is a… 

 boast-busting credit given, not a work gained (vv.1-3) 

 gift given, not a wage earned (vv. 4-5) 

1. This section calls God the one who justifies the ungodly.  

Reflect together about that statement. Why is that 

comforting and why is that challenging? 

2. If grace is a gift, why do we constantly feel the need to 

earn it? What about us fights grace? 

Point 2) What did David declare? Because of righteousness 

credited by God, he… 

 covers our transgressions (vv. 6-7) 

 puts an end to his justly counting all our sins against us (v. 8) 

1. When you feel God “counting your sins,” what emotions 

does that surface? How does that affect your relationship 

with God? 

2. If you are actually forgiven, should you feel? How should 

you think? How should you act? 

Point 3) How do we receive this great blessing of God? (vv. 9-12) 

 never by trusting in a sign or seal (vv.9-11) 

 never by putting faith in faith (vv. 12) 

 always by putting faith in Christ’s finished work alone (vv. 9-

12) 

What are the signs that we are tempted to put our trust in 

today? What does it mean to have faith in faith? Why are 

we so susceptible to that?  

 

 

 

PRAY 
 

1. Praise Jesus for crediting 

to us his righteousness 

and not making us earn it 

on our own. 

 

2. Confess our tendency to 

think of relationship with 

God in terms of 

performance and 

earning. 

 

3. Repent for the ways that 

we as a church have 

made the unbelieving 

world think that they 

have to earn their 

righteousness, even 

though we never earned 

ours. 

 

4. Thank God together for 

his forgiveness and 

covering for your sins.  Ask 

him to continue to 

deepen your rest in his 

covering. 

Title: “Justification by faith is nothing new!  God has been 

saving his people this way for ages” 


