
 

 
 

 
 

 Please silence all communication devices. Thank you. 

 

 Prelude  David Friberg, organist 
 

*Welcome and greetings 

 

* Introit “A Mighty Fortress” arr. M. Devine 

 

*Call to worship from Psalm 46 and 124 

John Calvin, the leading theologian of the Reformation, used the words of Psalm 124:8 

to open his worship services weekly in Geneva, Switzerland in the 16th century. 
 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear.  
 

The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 
Amen. 

                                                                

*Hymn of adoration 92 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 

Martin Luther, father of the Protestant Reformation, famously metricized Psalm 46 

in 1529 in addition to writing an original melody for his text, which we continue to 

sing today. 

 

*Prayer of adoration and The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  

for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 
 

*Choral prayer response “Six-fold Amen” M. Devine 
 

*Affirmation of faith adapted excerpts from The Canons of Dort 
The Synod of Dort met in 1618-1619 in the Netherlands to consider theological 

disputes raised against the Belgic Confession. Defending the Confession, the Synod 

rearticulated Reformed doctrine in five points, which we continue to affirm today. 

 

This is the sovereign counsel and most gracious purpose of God the Father: 
  

that the life-giving and saving effectiveness of the most precious death 

of his Son should extend to all his chosen people and bestow upon 

them alone the glorious gift of justifying faith. 

 

By the work of his regenerating Spirit, God pervades the inmost recesses 
of his people; 
 

he opens the closed heart and softens the hard heart. He circumcises 

the heart untouched by his grace and infuses new qualities into that 

will, which was once dead to him. 

  

He turns us from being evil, disobedient, and resistant and renders us 
good, obedient, and pliable.  
 

He enlivens and strengthens our will, that like a good tree, it may 

bring forth the fruits of good actions. 
 

*Gloria Patri 735 
 

 Call to confession  from Psalm 32 
 

When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said,  

“I will confess my transgressions to the LORD”—and you forgave the guilt of my 

sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found. 
  

 Prayer of confession adapted from John Knox's Liturgy of 1560 
The father of Scottish Presbyterianism, John Knox led the Protestant Reformation 

in Scotland after a period of exile in Geneva where he met and was influenced by the 

theology of John Calvin. 
 

Almighty God, we are unworthy to come into your presence because 

of our many sins. If you dealt with us as we deserve, we would not 

merit any grace or mercy from you. And yet, O Lord, as we confess 

our sins and offenses, we also acknowledge you to be a merciful and 

loving Father to all who turn to you. We humbly ask that you forgive 

the sins of our youth and the sins of our old age. By your Spirit, O 

God, take possession of our hearts, so that the actions of our lives, the 

words of our mouths, and the smallest thoughts of our minds, may be 

guided and governed by you. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 

 Silent prayers of confession 
 

 Congregational response 679 “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 
 

Yes, ’tis  sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease;  

just from Jesus simply taking life and rest, and joy and peace.  

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er! 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more! 

 

 Assurance of pardon  from Jeremiah 31 
 

“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. I will 
put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. I will forgive their wickedness and 
will remember their sins no more.” 

  

*Psalm 103 “O Come, My Soul, Sing Praise to God” TIDINGS 
The congregational singing of Psalms has long been in the worship tradition of 

Reformed Christians and advocated by many fathers of the Reformation. Psalm 103 

reflects the entire worship life of the Church: praise to God, remembrance of his saving 

work, and thanksgiving for his pardoning grace. 

 

O come, my soul, sing praise to God your Maker,  

and all within me, praise his holy name.  

Sing praise to God, forget not all his mercies;  

his pardoning grace and saving love proclaim.   
 

Refrain:  Praise him, you angels, wondrous in might;  

 praise him, you servants who in his will delight. 
 

Good is the Lord and full of kind compassion,  

most slow to anger, plenteous in love.  

Rich is his grace to all who humbly seek him,  

boundless and endless as the heavens above.   Refrain 
 

High in the heavens his throne is fixed forever;  

his kingdom rules o'er all from pole to pole.  

Praise to the Lord through all his wide dominion;  

forever praise his holy name, my soul.   Refrain 

 Worship in giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 

 Offertory   “Psalm 150” César Franck  
  Chancel Choir 

    

Alleluia.  O praise ye the Lord in his holy temple:  

O praise ye the Lord, who dwelleth on high. 

Praise the Lord in his might, and in his noble acts;  

praise the Lord in his glory and in his majesty. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord in the sound of the trumpet;  

praise the Lord, praise the Lord on the lute and the harp. 

Praise the Lord in the dances, the timbrels and the dance:  

praise him upon the strings and praise him on the pipe. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord upon the well-tun’d cymbals:  

praise the Lord on the cymbals well-tuned and loud. 

Ev’ry creature on earth, ev’rything that hath breath,  

praise him, praise ye the Lord, O praise ye, praise the Lord. 
 

*Doxology 731 

 

*Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving 

 

* Scripture reading from Romans 4:1-12 p. 1751 in pew Bible  
  Dan Vermeer (9:30); Darrin Hassevoort (11:00), readers 

 

 Prayer for Covenant College 

 

 Sermon “Justification by Faith is Nothing New!   
  God Has Been Saving His People This Way for Ages” 

  Joe Novenson, senior teaching pastor 
 

 Pastoral prayer 

  

*Hymn of response 460 “Amazing Grace”  
A life of testimony to the need for a constant reformation of the heart, John Newton, a 

slave trader turned evangelical pastor, renewed the doctrine of the reformers for many in 

England and around the world through his remarkable hymn writing. “Amazing 

Grace,” an autobiographical hymn published in 1779, remains one of the most 

recognized songs in the world. 

  

*Sending and Benediction Westminster Shorter Catechism, question 1 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism, written in 1646-1647, remains the standard 

source for teaching the Christian faith for Reformed Christians around the world. 
 

What is the chief end of man? 
 

Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever. 
 

*Postlude  
  

* Congregation standing as you are able 
 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are from the wedding of Becca 

Murphy and Barrett Johnston on October 25, 2014, and are given to the 

glory of God and in loving memory of F. Robert Buckbee, Mr. and Mrs. 

Raymond R. Murphy, Jr., Dr. John T. Evans, and John Lacey. 

 
Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday 

morning. If you would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, 

they welcome you to join them. 

 

The Lord’s Day 
 

Reformation Sunday 
 

October 26, 2014 — 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Frances Hames Simmons 
July 23, 1922 — October 23, 2014 



Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church 

 
Our Vision 

Glorifying God by growing in grace and giving  
our lives away on the mountain, in the city, 

and throughout the world 

Sermon Outline 
  “Justification by Faith is Nothing New!   
  God Has Been Saving His People This Way for Ages” 

Romans 4:1-12 

 

Big Idea:  There are life-giving truths to be treasured about God's 

crediting righteousness to people like us. 
 
1. What did Abraham discover?  Righteousness is a… 
 a. boast-busting credit given, not a work gained (vv. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 b. gift given, not a wage earned (vv. 4-5) 

  

 

 

 

2. What did David declare?  Because of righteousness credited by God, 

he… 

 a. forgives and covers our transgressions (vv. 6-7) 

 

 

 

 

 b. puts an end to his justly counting all our sins against us (v. 8) 

  
 
 
 
3. How do we receive this great blessing of God? (vv. 9-12) 
 a. never by trusting in a sign or seal (vv. 9-11) 
 
 
 
 
 b. never by putting faith in faith (v. 12) 
 
 
 
 
 c. always by putting faith in Christ’s finished work alone (vv. 9-12) 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS AT LMPC 
 

Sunday, October 26 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery (rooms under chapel & Reception Room) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday school for all ages 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Women’s choir rehearsal (choir room) 11:20 a.m. 

Middle school small groups (JHYB) 4:15 p.m. 
 

Monday, October 27 

Ladies’ prayer band (library) 8:45 a.m. 
Monday Morning Bible Class (Conference room) 10:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, October 28 

Mothers’ Day Out 9:00 a.m. 
 

Wednesday, October 29 

Dead Theologians’ Society (Parkridge Diagnostic Center) 6:30 a.m. 

Women’s Bible studies (JHYB; Conference Room; library) 9:30 a.m. 
Children’s choir, grades 1-5 (choir room) 4:45 p.m. 

Wednesday Fellowship supper (fellowship hall) 5:45 p.m. 
Wednesday evening prayer (Joe Novenson’s office) 6:00 p.m. 

Middle school youth group (JHYB) 6:10 p.m. 

Inquirers’ class (Conference Room) 6:15 p.m. 
Pilgrim’s Progress adult class (Upper Room) 6:15 p.m. 

Wednesday children’s clubs 6:15 p.m. 

Chancel choir rehearsal (choir room) 6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday, October 30 

Men’s Bible study & breakfast (Conference Room) 6:30 a.m. 
Mothers’ Day Out 9:00 a.m. 

Prayer & Bible Hour (Conference Room) 10:15 a.m. 
 

Friday, October 31 

Men’s breakfast and prayer group (Conference Room) 7:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, November 1 

Chancel choir rehearsal (choir room) 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

Weekly Announcements 
 

The 2014 LMPC middle school fall retreat is near! We hope you will join us 
this year at Big Oak Ranch in Gadsden, Alabama, November 7-9. Register 

by Sunday, November 2, via LMPC Connect. If you have questions, email 
Hank at hank@lmpc.org or visit lmpc.org/middle-school. 

  

Mark your calendars for a deacon-sponsored, congregation-wide church 
yard and parking lot cleanup day on Saturday, November 8, 8:00 a.m. until 

12 noon. Bring your leaf blowers and rakes and enjoy fresh-air fellowship! 
Rain date will be Saturday, November 15, at the same time. Contact Tom 
Neiles at tom.neiles@covenant.edu if you have questions. 

 

Stewardship Sunday is November 9. Look for information to come soon in 
the mail and on lmpc.org. Come prepared to submit your personal giving 

plan for 2015 at the services that Sunday, or you can submit it online at 
lmpc.org/giving-2015. 
 

Join Reconciliation Ministries Network in their ninth year of ministry in 
South Sudan as they finish a church building in Torit. Builders and helpers 

are welcome! The anticipated dates are April 18-May 1, 2015. The fee is 
approximately $2,500, plus round-trip airfare to Entebbe, Uganda. Contact 
Jim Sutherland at 423-432-1229 or jim@rmni.org for more details. To find 

out more about LMPC-supported ministry RMNi, visit www.rmni.org. 
 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back next Sunday, November 2, when 
Daylight Saving Time ends. 

Evening prayer in the chapel — 6:00 pm 

mailto:hank@lmpc.org
mailto:tom.neiles@covenant.edu
mailto:Jim@RMNI.org
http://www.RMNI.org

