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BIG IDEA 

Big Idea: Because of God's grace in Jesus, 

believers abound in joy because of their 

peace with God and hope of good and glory 

in all things. 

 

DISCUSS 

Question: Why does justification by faith cause believers to 

rejoice?  

Because we have: 

1) Peace with God & access to his grace (vv 1-2a) 

 

Application: 

a) What is the significance of the fact that we have 

peace with God?  How lasting is this peace? 

b) What specifically should change about how we 

relate to him?  And how he relates to us? 

 

2) Hope for our future and in our present sufferings (vv 2b-5) 

Application: 

a) What are the things we typically look for to be 

bolstered during suffering? 

b) What are your present sufferings?  How are they 

shaping you?  How might they ultimately produce 

hope? 

 

3) Confidence in his love & certainty of his rescue (vv 6-11) 

Application: 

a) Paul makes a similar point in vv 7,8 and in v. 10.  What 

is his point?  How is it particularly encouraging? 

b) If God has reconciled us to himself while we were his 

enemies, what should this teach us about 

reconciliation? 

c) What is most meaningful thing to you personally 

about having peace with God? 

PRAY 
 

1. Confess specifically the 

ways that you have 

acted as if the peace 

between you and God is 

temporary and tenuous. 

 

2. Ask God to deepen the 

realities of our justification 

into our hearts and 

relationships. 

 

3. Surrender to God the 

things that are causing 

you to suffer and ask that 

he sustain you and shape 

you through them. 

 

4. Praise God for the 

certainty of your 

justification and the 

confidence that brings 

amidst the struggles of 

this life. 
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