
Christmas caroling tonight - Meet at 5:45 p.m. in the chapel 

* Hymn of response  “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

  

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 

pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

  

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
words by Charles Wesley, 1739 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude 

 

Musicians for this week: 

David Henry – guitar, vocalist Hannah Lutz – viola 

Evelyn Petcher – violin Jac Villagonzalo – piano 

David Kang – violin Cassie Courtney – vocalist 

Kellie Currin – vocalist  Hank Currin – vocalist 

Jonathan VanderHart – vocalist 

BUDGET AND STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
As the year draws to a close, please consider how you can give toward the 2014 budg-

et and pledge for 2015. For a gift to be considered tax deductible in 2014, it must be 

received in the church office or postmarked by December 31, 2014. Please remember 

that the U.S. Postal Service closes early on New Year’s Eve, so mail early!  

 

NEEDED TO MAKE 2014 BUDGET………...$524,000 

PLEDGED SO FAR FOR 2015 BUDGET…….….$2.7 million (63.8%) of $4.24 million 
 

Visit lmpc.org/stewardship to learn more and to give online. 

WELCOME TO LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
The Fourth Sunday in Advent—December 21, 2014 

 

Welcome and greetings  Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 

 

* Responsive call to worship  based on Mary’s song in Luke 1:46-50 

  

Leader: Our souls magnify the Lord! 

  

All: Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 

  

Leader: The mighty One has done great things for us! Holy is God’s name! 

  

All: His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation! 

 

* Hymn of praise “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him born the King of angels; 

 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  

God of God, Light of Light; lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb: 

very God, begotten not created; Refrain 

  

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

glory to God, in the highest; Refrain 

  

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 

Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing; Refrain 
Latin hymn, attr. to John Francis Wade, 1751 

 

* Prayer of adoration  

 

Advent reading  Luke 1:28-33 

  

The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 

you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. You 

will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never 

end.” 

 



Hymn of response “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by: 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

  

For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 

while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 

  

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

 

Call to confession  Romans 12:1-2 

  

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 

any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing 

and perfect will. 

 

Hymn of confession “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
words by Phillips Brooks, 1868 

 

Silent prayers of confession 

 

Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  Romans 8:1; Romans 10:4; Hebrews 9:27-28 

  

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Christ is the 

end, the fulfillment, of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 

believes. Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ 

was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a 

second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 

* Hymn of assurance “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 

earth and heav’n before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven’s door, and man is blessed evermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all, to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
Medieval Latin carol, Tr. by John Mason Neale, 1853 

 

Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 

Offertory hymn “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 

oxen lowing, little knowing Christ, the babe, is Lord of all. 

Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the babe is Lord of all. Christ the babe is Lord of all. 

  

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 

saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you. 
Polish carol, paraphrased by Edith, M. G. Reed, ca. 1925 

 

* Scripture reading from Luke 2:25-35  9:30 Bode Tucker 

  11:00 Drew Courtney 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

 

Sermon “Advent Anthems: Simeon's Song” 

 Brian Salter, associate pastor 

 

 

 

 


