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Welcome and greetings  Brian Salter, associate pastor 

 

* Responsive call to worship  taken from Philippians 2:6-11 

 

Leader: Christ Jesus, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 

something to be grasped, 

 

All: but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 

likeness.  

 

Leader: And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became 

obedient to death — even death on a cross!  

 

All: Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 

and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

* Hymn of praise “Once in Royal David’s City” 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

  

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 

and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

  

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 

for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heav’n above, 

and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right had on high; 

when like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around. 
Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848 

 

* Prayer of adoration  

 

 



Affirmation of faith  The Apostles’ Creed 

  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Call to confession  Romans 3:20-24 

 

No one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the 

law we become conscious of sin. But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, 

has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness 

from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  

  

Hymn of confession “To Thee I Come” 

To thee I come a sinner poor and wait for mercy at thy door; 

indeed, I’ve nowhere else to flee, O God be merciful to me. 

To thee I come a sinner weak and scarce know how to pray or speak; 

from fear and weakness set me free, O God be merciful to me! 

 

To thee I come a sinner vile upon me, Lord, vouchsafe to smile; 

mercy through blood I make my plea, O God be merciful to me. 

To thee I come a sinner great and well thou knowest all my state; 

yet full forgiveness is with thee, O God be merciful to me! 

 

To thee I come a sinner lost nor have I aught wherein to trust 

but where thou art, Lord, I would be, O God be merciful to me.  

To glory bring me Lord at last and there when all my sins are passed; 

with all the saints I’ll then agree, O God was merciful to me! 

O God was merciful to me! 
words by Samuel Medley, 1738-1799 

 

Silent prayers of confession 

 

Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  Galatians 4:4-6 

  

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you 

are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, 

Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has 

made you also an heir. 

  

* Hymn of assurance “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” 

How deep the Father's love for us, how vast beyond all measure, 

that he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns his face away, 

as wounds which mar the chosen One bring many sons to glory. 

 

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders; 

ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished; 

his dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished. 

 

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

but I will boast in Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart, his wounds have paid my ransom. 
Words Stuart Townend © 1995 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music 

ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036 

 

Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 

Offertory hymn “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

As with gladness, men of old did the guiding star behold; 

as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 

so, most gracious God, may we evermore be led to thee. 

 

As they offered gifts most rare at that cradle rude and bare; 

so may we with holy joy, pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King. 

 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day keep us in the narrow way; 

and, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 

where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 
words by William Chatterton Dix, 1860 

 

* Scripture reading from Luke 3:3-6  9:30 John Stroud

  11:00 King Jemison 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

 

Sermon “Advent Anthems: John the Baptist’s Song” 

 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 

 


