
 

 

 Sermon Discussion 

Questions 

THE PRI MACY  OF THE GOSPEL  
 

The only hope of the unrighteous and the self-righteous is a 

grace giving Father. 

Discuss Pray 

What do we learn about the primacy of the gospel from... 

1. The lost younger brother: our need for the gospel (vv.11-20) 

a) Name several of the sinful things the younger brother does. 

b) What do you notice about his repentance? 

c) How specifically is your repentance often the same? 

2. The Father's glad and gracious welcome: the wonder of the gospel 

(vv.21-24) 

a) What stands out to you about the Father’s welcome? 

b) When do you remember feeling that welcome in your own story? 

3. The lost older brother: our need for the gospel (vv.25-30) 

a) What evidence do we have that the older brother is lost too? 

b) What fundamental flaw do and he and his brother share? 

c) Do you tend to relate to God as the older brother or the younger 

brother? 

d) What do you notice about how the father handles both sons?  

What does that mean for us? 

4. The true elder brother: the cost of the gospel (vv.31-32) 

a) How do we see the love of Jesus in this passage? 

b) What is the most convicting part of this passage for you personally? 
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1. Praise Jesus for his lavish grace 

to unrighteous and self- righteous 

sinners. 

 

2. Confess the ways that you are 

still currently acting like both the 

older brother and the younger 

brother. 

 

3. Ask Jesus to be at work in our 

church deepening our trust in the 

lavish love of Jesus. 

 

4. Pray for the believers in our 

church to kindly model this same 

grace to the unbelieving world. 

 


