
 

 

 
Sermon Discussion 

Questions 

“Whose s lave are you?”  
 

Big Idea: All humanity serves under one of two slaveries: 
slavery to sin leading to death or slavery to 
God leading to obedience and life. 
(paraphrased from Tim Keller) 

 

Discuss Pray 

1) An honest question and an emphatic answer (vv. 14-15) 
 
How is this question different from the question in verse 1? 
 
What does he mean that we are not under the law, but under 
grace? 
 
Work together as a group to put Paul’s question into a modern 
phrase?  Where do you see that popping up in your life? 

  
2) An arresting contrast between two slaveries (vv. 16-22) 

 
What is startling about what Paul says?  What did we expect him to 
say? 

a) Two options: sin or righteousness (vv. 16-18) 
What are the ways that you most offer yourself to serving sin? 

 
b) Two results: death or life (vv. 20-22) 

What are some of the ways you experience life when you choose to 
obey?  What are some of the ways you experience death (even 
figuratively) when you choose sin? 

 
c) One call: to life-giving slavery (v. 19) 

 What is the analogy Paul uses in 19?  What leads to holiness 
according to the text?  Why does that tend to grate against ‘grace 
people?’ 
The triumphant summation (v. 23) 
 
This verse is normally thought of in terms of justification (God 
pardons us and declare us righteous in his sight).  Why is it 
surprising in this context?  What are we to make of that? 

 
1) By God’s grace, how can you take a prayerful step of growing in 
grace this week?  Please be specific. 
2) By God’s grace, how can you prayerfully give your life away this 
week?  Please be specific. 
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1) Praise Jesus rescuing us 

from the slavery to sin.  
Praise him in particular for 
sins that you have seen 
him rescue you from over 
time. 
 

2) Confess the ways that you 
tend to still serve sin.  
Confess the people that 
tend to be most affected by 
your sin.  (Prayerfully 
consider repenting to those 
people later). 

 
3) Thank Jesus for how he 

has called you into 
holiness because of what 
he has done.   

 
4) Ask the Lord to be at work 

on your heart, 
empowering you to serve 
righteousness. 

 
5) Praise God together using 

verse 23 as your guide. 


