
 Sermon Discussion 

Questions 

“THE ACHE OF GOD”S APPARENT ABSENCE  
 

Big Idea There is an ache within God's servants when 
the atmosphere in the church is dangerously polluted 
and seemingly ignored. 
 

Discuss Pray 
 

1. The atmosphere around God’s people (v.1) 

• Renewal has come but it didn’t stick. 
Why does renewal seem so fleeting?  Name a time in your 
life when renewal seemed to dissipate? 
  

• Ruin has come and it doesn’t matter. 
What seasons of ruin can you recount in your life?  Share one 
that particularly made you feel close to or far off from the 
Lord. 
 

• Resistance is present and his people are unfazed. 
 

2. The ache deep within God’s servants (vv.2-4) 

• The apparent indifference of the Lord (v.2) 
Why does it feel to us like the Lord is indifferent to our 
struggles?  With what, have you experienced this most 
acutely? 
 
If we tend to feel that the Lord is indifferent when things are 
hard for us, what does that tell us about our functional 
theology? 

• The agony of our experience (vv.3-4) 
 
What is more distracting for you in your faith, blessing or pain?  
Why?  Please describe. 

• The absurdity of the response of God’s people (v.4) 
 

3. The anchor of faith in the midst of our ache: Because the Father 
actually turned his face away from Jesus for us, we now live by 
faith that our aches are never God’s abandonment of us. 
 
Why do you think we equate pain and God abandoning us?  
How does the presence of God in times of pain help you?  
Name a specific way you have felt his presence amidst hurt. 

 

 

DATE:  April 19, 2015 

SPEAKER:  Brian and Joe 

SERIES:  Habakkuk - Conversation 

with God in Confusion and Crisis 

PASSAGE:  Habakkuk 1:1-4 

hjh 

 
1) Praise Jesus that his 

faithfulness is not dependent 
on our faithfulness. 
 

2) Confess the ways that you 
have used your circumstances 
to anchor your theology. 

 
3) Confess the ways that you 

have accused God of forgetting 
you, even though he has given 
you his only son. 

 
4) Thank him for staying present 

with you and attentive to you, 
even as you doubted him. 

 
5) Ask for the grace to remember 

in times of trial and hurt that, 
because of Jesus, you will 
never be forsaken. 

 
6) Spend a few minutes quietly 

thinking about Jesus’ 
forsakenness and what that 
means to you. 


