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 Prelude Cahill Smith, guest pianist 

 

*Welcome and greetings Scott Wells 

 

*Call to worship based on Revelation 4:8 

  

In the throne room of heaven, the four living creatures never stop saying, day and 

night, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” 

 

*Hymn of adoration 100 “Holy, Holy, Holy!” 

 

*Prayer of adoration and The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

*Affirmation of faith Heidelberg Catechism, question 1 

 

What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 

That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, both in life and in death—

to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his 

precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of the devil. He also 

preserves me in such a way that without the will of my heavenly Father not a 

hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must work together for my 

salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal life and 

makes me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for him. 
 

*Gloria Patri 735 

Order of Worship 

Please silence all communication devices. Thank you.  
Weekly Announcements 

 

A brief update on the status of our mission and budget will be presented at the end of each 

worship service today. Please plan to stay for this important communication for the whole 

church. 

 

Our Day of Prayer is this Wednesday, September 30. You can attend one or more of three 

prayer gatherings at LMPC, or you may pray in your own time. We simply ask that you commit 

to pray at some point during the day. Please take a commitment card from a welcome pad, fill it 

out and place it in the offering plate today. Or you can fill out a card later with your family or 

group and return it to the church office. You can also submit it online and view the schedule for 

Wednesday at lmpc.org/day-of-prayer.  

 

We collected 188 bags of food for donation to the Salvation Army during our annual Build-A-

Bag food drive, totaling nearly 3,000 lbs. of food. Thanks to all who contributed! 

 

Save the date! The Belarus Christian Choir is coming Thursday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m. to offer 

a concert of sacred music in the LMPC sanctuary. LMPC has enjoyed welcoming this choir on 

multiple occasions in the past. Our own chancel choir will join them on a few pieces as well. 

Host homes are needed, so if you are interested in hosting singers in your home the evening of 

October 8, please contact Michael Devine at michael@lmpc.org. 

 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news  



Sermon Notes 

 “Groaning for Glory” 

 Romans 8:18-25 
 

While we wait for future glory, children of God: 
 

1.  KNOW that our present sufferings and future glory are incomparable (v. 18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  GROAN with all of creation in eager longing for liberation from bondage (vv. 19-23) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  HOPE with confidence in our coming salvation that is yet unseen (vv. 23-25) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Idea:  Children of God live and wait in a broken world with certain assurance of coming 
glory. 

 Call to confession Isaiah 30:15, 18, 19b 
 

This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says: “In repentance and rest is your 

salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but you would have none of it.” Yet the 

LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of 

justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! How gracious he will be when you cry for help! 
 

 Silent prayers of confession 
 

 Assurance of pardon Psalm 103:8, 10-12 
 

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. He does 

not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high 

as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far 

as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

 

*Hymn of petition “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 



 Worship in giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 

 Offertory “God Thou Art Love” LMPC Chancel Choir 

  Craig Courtney 

 

If I forget, yet God remembers.   

If these hands of mine cease from their clinging,  

yet the hands divine hold me so firmly I cannot fall. 

And if sometimes I am too tired to call for him to help me,  

then he reads the prayer unspoken in my heart and lifts my care. 

I dare not fear since certainly I know that I am in God’s keeping,  

shielded so, from all that else would harm,  

and in the hour of stern temptation, strengthened by his power. 

I tread no path in life to him unknown;  

I lift no burden, bear no pain, alone;  

my soul a calm, sure hiding place has found:  

the everlasting arms my life surround. 

God, thou art love! I build my faith on that.  

I know thee who has kept my path, and made light for me in the darkness,  

tempering sorrow so that it reached me like a solemn joy. 

It were too strange that I should doubt thy love. 
 —text by Robert Browning 

 

*Doxology 731 

 

*Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving 

 

*Scripture reading from Romans 8:18-25, p. 1757 in pew Bible Rob Payne (9:30) 

  Ellie Groenendyk (11:00) 

 

 Sermon “Groaning for Glory” 

  Brian Salter, associate pastor 

 

 Pastoral prayer 

 

*Hymn of response 521 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

 

*Benediction 

 

 Congregational update 

 

*Congregation standing as you are able 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. If you 

would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to join them. 

Devices to amplify sound during the Sunday morning worship services are available.  

If you would like one, please arrive a few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you. 

Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of the child. 

Worship sheets and crayons are available in the narthex and at the front of the sanctuary to 

help children interact with the sermon. 

Celebrating the baptism of Zoe Brittany Lusk at the 9:30 a.m. service in the fellowship 

hall today are her parents, Melissa and Ryan Lusk and her grandparents, Lani and 
Richard Lusk and Helta Malone. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Nel H. Schaffers 

February 8, 1931—September 21, 2015 

TODAY AT LMPC—Sunday, September 27 

 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday school for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Child Protection Policy training (JHYB) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Middle school small groups (various homes) 4:15 p.m. 

Evening prayer (chapel) 6:00 p.m. 

High school youth group (JHYB) 7:30 P.M. 

 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 


