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Weekly Announcements 

 

Come begin the Christmas season at the first annual Lookout Mountain Christmas 
Tree Lighting tomorrow at 6:30 p.m. The lighting will take place in front of the 
Lookout Mountain, Georgia City Hall and will include refreshments and singing of 
Christmas songs. This event is sponsored by Love Lookout, and the whole 
community is welcome. 
 
There is still time to participate in our holiday volunteer opportunities 
with Chattanooga Sports Ministries. Join CSM participants for a pick-up soccer 
game this Saturday, December 5 at 10:00 a.m. at Highland Park Commons, or 
donate a new piece of equipment for their summer 2016 program. Contact 
Stephanie Young at stephanie@lmpc.org for more information and to sign up.  
 
All are welcome to the second annual LMPC Christmas Hymn Sing next Sunday, 
December 6 at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Join us as we celebrate the 
incarnation through the singing of hymns, listening to vocal and instrumental 
ensembles, and the reading of God's Word. Following the service, we will have hors 
d’oeuvres and enjoy the season together. Nursery is provided for this event.  
 
All VIPs are invited to attend our Christmas luncheon which will be held on 
Tuesday, December 8 at The Church of the Good Shepherd beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
The cost for the luncheon is $5 per person and is due at the church office or online at 
lmpc.org/vip by this Wednesday, December 2. Bring a friend! 
 
The annual LMPC Middle School Progressive Dinner will take place on Friday, 
December 11 beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the Jane Harris Youth Building. Please RSVP 
to christie@lmpc.org by Monday, December 7. The cost is $5 per person. If you have 
any questions, please email katie@lmpc.org or hank@lmpc.org. 
 
The LMPC Christmas Concert, entitled “The Dream Isaiah Saw,” will take place on 
Sunday, December 13 at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature our choir, 
a string orchestra, and special guest composer and pianist Joshua Spacht, including 
a performance of his original work, Dona Nobis Pacem as well as joining together in 
singing of well-known carols. Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 concert only. 

 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news  

 

November 29, 2015 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | The First Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 

 Welcome and greetings  David Caines, ruling elder 

* Responsive call to worship  taken from Psalm 98:1-4 

Leader: Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right 
hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

All: The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to 
the nations. 

Leader: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all 
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

All: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music. 

* Hymn of praise “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Joy to those who long to see thee, Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 
 

Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories knew no end; 
by his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
words by Charles Wesley, 1744 

* Prayer of adoration 

John 1:1-3 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made. 

Sermon Notes 
“The Truth About Jesus — True God” 

John 1:1-3 
 
1. Why does John begin his gospel this way? 

 John is telling Jesus’ story of new creation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is Jesus called the Word? 

 Jesus’ life and work are God’s message to us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Is Jesus merely God’s messenger? 

 No, Jesus is the eternal, Creator God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Idea: As true God in the flesh, Jesus is everything God wants to say to us. 



Finance Update: Supporting the Mission of LMPC 
 

2015 LMPC Financial Update  

2015 Annual Budget: $4.2 million 

2015 Giving YTD: $3.35 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $890,000 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $630,000 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $260,000 
 

2016 pledging: As of this week, $2.48 million (57.4% of the budget) has been 

pledged. If you have not yet done so, please fill out a giving plan card and return 

it to the church office, or send it in online at lmpc.org/giving-2016. 

Musicians for this week: 
 

David Henry – guitar 
Jac Villagonzalo – piano 
Laura Childers – vocalist 

David Kang – violin 
Karen VanderHart – vocalist 

TODAY AT LMPC—Sunday, November 29 

 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday school for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Evening prayer (chapel) 6:00 p.m. 
 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

 Affirmation of faith  The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who for us and for our 
salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church; we 
acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 Call to confession  1 John 1:5-9 

 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there 
is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we 
lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we 
claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 Hymn of confession “Come, O Redeemer, Come” 

Father enthroned on high, holy, holy; 
ancient, eternal Light, hear our prayer. 
  

Refrain: Come, O Redeemer, come; grant us mercy. 
              Come, O Redeemer, come; grant us peace. 
 

Lord, save us from the dark of our striving 
faithless, troubled hearts weighed down. Refrain 
  

Look now upon our need; Lord be with us. 
Heal us and make us free from our sin. Refrain 
words Fernando Ortega © 1996 Metro One, ARR, ICS, UBP, CCLI Lic.#152036  



 Silent prayers of confession 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  taken from 1 John 3 and Ephesians 2 

 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God! And that is what we are! For because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions. For it is by 
grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God—not by works, so that no one can boast.  

* Hymn of assurance “How Great Thou Art” 

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
how great thou art, how great thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: 
how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
he bled and died to take away my sin. Refrain 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art. Refrain 
words by Stuart K. Hine, 1949 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

  Offertory hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,  
in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Latin, 12th cent. tr. by John Mason Neale, 1851  

* Scripture reading from John 1:1-3  (9:30) Beth Wingfield 
   (11:00) Keith Michaels 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

 Sermon “The Truth About Jesus—True God” 
 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 

* Hymn of response  “Joy to the World” 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.  
  
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  
  
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.  
  
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Words by Isaac Watts, 1719 

 Benediction 

 Postlude 

 


