
 

December 13, 2015 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | The Third Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 

 Welcome and greetings  Grant Lowe 

* Responsive call to worship  taken from Luke 2:10-14 

Leader: The angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

All: This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 

Leader: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

All: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor 
rests.” 

* Hymn of praise “Angels, From the Realms of Glory” 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
evermore your voices raising to th’eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
words by James Montgomery, 1816 

* Prayer of adoration 



 Call to confession  Revelation 3:15-17, 19-20 

 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the 
other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of 
my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you 
do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 

 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and 
eat with him, and he with me. 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  taken from Zephaniah 3 

 Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O 
Daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your punishment. The Lord your God is 
with you, he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you with 
his love, he will rejoice over you with singing. 

* Hymn of assurance “God Rest You Merry Gentlemen” 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 
remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day, 
to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray; 
 

Refrain: O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 
              O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

From God our heav’nly Father, a blessed angel came; 
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same: 
how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. Refrain 
 

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, “let nothing you affright; 
this day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright, 
to free all those who trust in him from Satan’s power and might.” Refrain 
English carol, 18th century 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 

 



 Offertory hymn “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall; 
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ, the babe, is Lord of all. 
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing: 
Christ the babe is Lord of all. Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
  

Flocks were sleeping: shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new 
saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. 
Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow: 
Christ the babe was born for you. Christ the babe was born for you. 
Polish carol, paraphrased by Edith, M. G. Reed, ca. 1925 

 Sacrament of baptism (9:30) Erin and Jared Huffman bringing Carsen Sarah Huffman 

 Membership vows (11:00)  Emma Morris 

* Scripture reading from John 1:10-13  (9:30) Henry Hooks 
   (11:00) Dana Driver 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

 Sermon “The Truth about Jesus—True Life” 
 Brian Salter, associate pastor 

* Hymn of response  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 
  

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Trad. French carol 



 Benediction 

 Congregational meeting 

 

Musicians for this week: 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the baptism of Carsen Sarah Huffman at the 9:30 service in the fellowship 
hall today are her parents, Erin and Jared Huffman and her grandparents, Chris and 
Greg Huffman. 
 
Celebrating the baptism of Theodore Sebastian Anderson at the 11:00 service in the 
sanctuary today are his parents, Rachel and Hans Anderson and his grandparents, 
Rebecca and Daniel Young and Lois and Ken Anderson. 

 
 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. If you 

would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to join them. 

 

Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of the child. 

Worship sheets and crayons are available on the table in front of the fellowship hall to help 

children interact with the sermon. 

David Henry – guitar  

Hannah Lutz – viola 

Jac Villagonzalo – piano   

Emmie Thompson – vocalist 

James Bevill – guitar  

Scott Quatro – vocalist 



Finance Update: Supporting the Mission of LMPC 
 

2015 LMPC Financial Update  

2015 Annual Budget: $4.2 million 

2015 Giving YTD: $3.54 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $692,000 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $513,000 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $179,000 
 

2016 pledging: $2.83 million (65.3% of the budget) has been pledged so far. If you 

have not yet done so, please fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church 

office, or send it in online at lmpc.org/giving-2016. 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING TODAY 
 

Joining in the fellowship hall is Emma Morris  
 

Joining in the sanctuary are: 
Ashley Bates 
Jackie Robel 

Breanne and Clif White 

TODAY AT LMPC—Sunday, December 13 

 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday school for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

LMPC Christmas concert (sanctuary) 5:00, 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 



John 1:10-13 
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision 
or a husband's will, but born of God. 

Sermon Notes 

 “The Truth About Jesus — True Life” 

 John 1:10-13 

 
Two tragic truths: 
1. The world created by Jesus did not recognize him (v.10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The people waiting on Jesus did not receive him (v.11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One miraculous truth: 
1. Those who believe in Jesus become children of God (vv.12-13) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Idea: Receiving Jesus requires new birth and results in new family.  



Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. 

316 North Bragg Avenue | Lookout Mountain, TN 37350 | lmpc.org | 423.821.4528 | memberinfo@lmpc.org 

Weekly Announcements 

 

A called congregational meeting will take place at the end of each service today, for 
the purpose of nominating elders and deacons for the class of 2019. In addition, a brief 
meeting of LMPC, Inc. will be held to elect a trustee. 
 

Our LMPC Christmas Concert, entitled “The Dream Isaiah Saw,” will take place 
tonight at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature our choir, a string orchestra, and 
special guest composer and pianist Joshua Spacht, including a performance of his 
original work, Dona Nobis Pacem, as well as joining together in singing of well-known 
carols. Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 p.m. concert only. 
 

All Sunday school classes for children and adults will take a break over the Christmas 
period, with no meetings on December 20 or 27. Classes will resume on Sunday, 
January 3. 
 

If you would like to make a contribution for Christmas poinsettias to be placed in the 

sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one, the last day to request is tomorrow. 

Please contact the church office at 423-821-4528 or visit lmpc.org/christmas-flowers to 
submit and contribute online.  
 

Every year we carol to members and friends of LMPC who cannot join us for 
Christmas services. Next Sunday, December 20, we will meet at 5:45 p.m. in the chapel 
before heading out. Sign-up sheets are in the Sunday school classrooms, or you can 
sign up at lmpc.org/christmas-caroling or by calling Judie Finch at 423-821-4528. 
Please sing with us! 
 

All college students are invited to a Christmas open house next Sunday, December 20, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Jane Harris Youth Building. Come enjoy refreshments, and re-unite 
with old friends. Dress is casual. 
  

Mark your calendars: On Sunday, January 17, we will begin offering our annual 
Communicant Class for youth interested in joining and becoming a communing 
member of LMPC. For more information and to sign up, visit lmpc.org/youth. The 

deadline to sign up is next Sunday, December 20. If you have questions about the 
class, please contact Lauren Allen at lauren@lmpc.org.  
 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news  


