
 

December 20, 2015 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | The Fourth Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 

 Welcome and greetings  Len Teague, associate pastor 

* Responsive call to worship  based on Mary’s song in Luke 1:46-50 

Leader: Our souls magnify the Lord! 

All: Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior! 

Leader: The mighty One has done great things for us! Holy is God’s name! 

All: His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation! 

* Hymn of praise “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold him born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  

God of God, Light of Light; lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb:  
very God, begotten not created; Refrain 
  

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 
glory to God, in the highest; Refrain 
  

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning: Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n. 
Word of the Father, late in flesh appearing; Refrain 
Latin hymn, attr. to John Francis Wade, 1751 

* Prayer of adoration 

 Advent reading (9:30)  Luke 1:28-33 

 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with 
you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 
God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; 
his kingdom will never end.” 



 Hymn of response (9:30) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by: 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
  

For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 
  

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

 Call to confession  Romans 12:1-2 

 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not 
conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will. 

 Hymn of confession “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
words by Phillips Brooks, 1868 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace 
 based on Galatians 4, Matthew 1, and 2 Corinthians 4. 

 But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to 
redeem those under law, that we might receive adoption as children of God. This son’s 
name is Jesus, because he saves his people from their sins. For God, who said, "Let light 
shine out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 



* Hymn of assurance “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
earth and heav’n before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door, and man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 
 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all, to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
Medieval Latin carol, Tr. by John Mason Neale, 1853 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 Offertory hymn “Thou Who Wast Rich” 

Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, all for love's sake becamest poor; 
thrones for a manger didst surrender, sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, all for love's sake becamest poor. 
  

Thou who art God beyond all praising, all for love's sake becamest man; 
stooping so low, but sinners raising, heav’nward by thine eternal plan. 
Thou who art God beyond all praising, all for love's sake becamest man. 
  

Thou who art love beyond all telling, Savior and King, we worship thee. 
Emmanuel, within us dwelling, make us what thou wouldst have us be. 
Thou who art love beyond all telling, Savior and King, we worship thee. 
words by Frank Houghton, 1894-1972 

 Sacrament of baptism (11:00) 
 Katherine & Marshall Teague bringing Haddie Elizabeth Teague 

* Scripture reading from John 1:14-18  (9:30) Daniel Vizoso 
   (11:00) Ross Ballenger 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

 Sermon “The Truth About Jesus — The Word made Flesh” 
 Joe Novenson, senior teaching pastor 

* Hymn of response “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
  
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus our Emmanuel. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
  
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 
born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 
words by Charles Wesley, 1739 

* Benediction 

Musicians for this week: 

Celebrating the baptism of Haddie Elizabeth Teague at the 11:00 a.m. service in the 

fellowship hall today are her parents, Katherine and Marshall Teague and her  

grandparents, Shannon and Len Teague and Karol and Bill Whitmire. 
 

Celebrating the baptism of Hunter Daniel Palmer at the 11:00 a.m. service in the sanctuary 

today are his parents, Cara and Ben Palmer and his grandparents, Becky and Steve 

Childers and Patti and Mark Palmer and his great-grandparents, Marilyn and Bill Heath 

and Albert Steenwyk. 

Rachel Tucker – vocalist 
Ben VanderHart – vocalist 
Jon VanderHart – vocalist  

Karen VanderHart – vocalist 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist 
John Wingard – piano 



Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. 

Finance Update: Supporting the Mission of LMPC 
 

2015 LMPC Financial Update  

2015 Annual Budget: $4.2 million 

2015 Giving YTD: $3.71 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $522,900 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $393,000 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $129,900 
 

2016 pledging: $2.94 million (68% of the budget) has been pledged so far. If you 

have not yet done so, please fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church 

office, or send it in online at lmpc.org/giving-2016. 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. If you 

would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to join them. 

 

Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of the 

child. Worship sheets and crayons are available on the table in front of the fellowship hall 

to help children interact with the sermon. 

TODAY AT LMPC—Sunday, December 20 

 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

LMPC Caroling (meet in chapel) 5:45 p.m. 

College Open House (JHYB) 7:00 p.m. 

 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 



John 1:14-18 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 John 
testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" 16 From the fullness of his 
grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17 For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but God 
the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.  

Sermon Notes 

 “The Truth About Jesus — The Word Made Flesh ” 

 John 1:14-18 

 
1. How did God reveal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. What did God reveal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What do we receive?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Idea:  In Jesus, God became human to reveal himself and rescue us.  
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IN MEMORIAM 

Susan Cooper Dudley  

October 6, 1919 - December 12, 2015 

Weekly Announcements 

 

Join us tonight as we carol to members and friends of LMPC. We will meet at 
5:45 p.m. in the chapel before heading out. Please sing with us! 
  

All college students are invited to a Christmas open house tonight at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Jane Harris Youth Building. Come enjoy refreshments, and re-unite with old 
friends. Dress is casual. 
 

Our annual Christmas Eve services will be this Thursday at 3:00, 5:00, and 6:30 
p.m. in the sanctuary, with nursery provided at the 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. services. 
Traditionally, we collect a retiring offering following this service for our Mercy 
Fund which assists those within our church who are in crisis or trial. Job 
loss, medical expenses, and natural disaster are just some of the needs addressed. 
Please consider how you can give toward this important offering. 
 

Today is the deadline to sign up for our annual Communicant Class for youth 
interested in joining and becoming a communing member of LMPC. The class will 
begin on Sunday, January 17. For more information and to sign up, visit  
lmpc.org/youth. If you have questions about the class, please contact Lauren Allen 
at lauren@lmpc.org.  
 

Interested in joining LMPC? The Intro to LMPC class (formerly known as 
Inquirers' Class) is for anyone who is interested in joining LMPC or learning more 
about what we believe. Our next session will meet on Sunday mornings from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. beginning on January 17 and running through March 13, with no 
meeting on February 14. For more information or to sign up contact Julie Dean 
at julie@lmpc.org or 423-424-5980. 

 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news  


