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Weekly Announcements 

 
Tonight is our second annual LMPC Christmas Hymn Sing at 6:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship hall. Join us as we celebrate the incarnation through the singing of 
hymns, listening to vocal and instrumental ensembles, and the reading of God's 
Word. Following the service, we will have hors d’oeuvres and enjoy the season 
together. Nursery will be provided.  
 
The LMPC Christmas Concert, entitled “The Dream Isaiah Saw,” will take place 
next Sunday, December 13 at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature our choir, 
a string orchestra, and special guest composer and pianist Joshua Spacht, including 
a performance of his original work, Dona Nobis Pacem, as well as joining together in 
singing of well-known carols. Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 p.m. concert 
only. 
 
The annual LMPC High School Progressive Dinner will take place on Friday, 
December 18 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the JHYB. Please RSVP to christie@lmpc.org 
by next Sunday, December 13. The cost is $5 per person. If you have any questions, 
please email brynna@lmpc.org.  
 
If you would like to make a contribution for Christmas poinsettias to be placed in 
the sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact the church office 
at 423-821-4528 or visit lmpc.org/christmas-flowers to submit and contribute 
online. The last day to request is Monday, December 14. 
 
Mark your calendars: On Sunday, January 17, we will begin offering our annual 
Communicant Class for youth interested in joining and becoming a communing 
member of LMPC. For more information and to sign up, visit lmpc.org/youth. The 
deadline to sign up is Sunday, December 20. If you have questions about the class, 
please contact Lauren Allen at lauren@lmpc.org.  
 
A called congregational meeting will take place at the end of each service next 
Sunday, December 13, for the purpose of nominating elders and deacons for the class 
of 2019. In addition, a brief meeting of LMPC, Inc. will be held to elect a trustee. 
 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news  

 

December 6, 2015 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | The Second Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 

 Welcome and greetings  Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 

* Responsive call to worship  taken from Luke 1:68-75 

Leader: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has 
redeemed his people. 

All: He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

Leader: He has done this to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy 
covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham—to rescue us from the hand of 
our enemies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and 
righteousness before him all our days.  

All: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has 
redeemed his people! 

* Hymn of praise “The First Noel” 

The first Noel, the angel did say, 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

And by the light of that same star,  
three wise men came from the country far; 
to seek for a King was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
  

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 
that hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
Trad. English Carol 

John 1:4-9  
In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but 
the darkness has not understood it. 6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name 
was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all 
men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 
The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

Sermon Notes 

 “The Truth About Jesus — True Light” 

 John 1:4-9 
 
1. Where is the light of life sought and found? (v. 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How is this light of life received? (vv. 5, 7)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. How does God prepare us for the light of life? (vv. 6-9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Big Idea: Christ blazes brightly into our dark and dying world. 



Finance Update: Supporting the Mission of LMPC 
 

2015 LMPC Financial Update  

As of the end of November and with one month left in the fiscal year, we need just over 
$780,000 to meet the budget. Here is a breakdown of the numbers:  

2015 Annual Budget: $4.2 million 

2015 Giving YTD: $3.45 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $781,400 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $569,400 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $212,000 

With the Christmas season upon us, we ask that you keep up the momentum in giving 
and prayerfully consider how much you can give as the year closes. 

2016 pledging: $2.65 million (61.2% of the budget) has been pledged so far. If you have 
not yet done so, please fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church office, or 
send it in online at lmpc.org/giving-2016. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Frances Jones “Bunny” King 

June 10, 1937—November 29, 2015 

TODAY AT LMPC—Sunday, December 6 

 

Morning worship with communion (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship with communion (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday school for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Christmas Hymn sing with nursery (fellowship hall) 6:00 p.m. 

High school (last) youth group (JHYB) 7:30 p.m. 
 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

* Prayer of adoration 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 Offertory hymn “As With Gladness Men of Old” 

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we evermore be led to thee. 
 

As they offered gifts most rare at that cradle rude and bare; 
so may we with holy joy, pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day keep us in the narrow way; 
and, when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 
 

In the heav’nly country bright need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing alleluias to our King. 
words by William Chatterton Dix, 1860 

* Scripture reading from John 1:4-9  (9:30) Matthew Smisson 
   (11:00) Ross Ballenger 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  

 Sermon  “The Truth About Jesus — True Light” 
 Jared Huffman, associate pastor 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians to receive the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper who actively trust in Jesus Christ for salvation, who are 
willing to forsake their sin, and who are members of congregations that proclaim the 
Gospel. 

 Hymn of confession  “Come, Ye Sinners” 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love and pow’r.  



   (cont.) 
Refrain: I will arise and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in his arms; 
     in the arms of my dear Savior, O, there are ten thousand charms. 

  

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; 
all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him. Refrain 
words by Joseph Hart, 1759 

 Silent prayers of confession  

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  John 3:16-17 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 Words of institution 

 Prayer of consecration  

 Distribution of the elements   Songs for meditation 

  “Fullness of Grace” 

Fullness of grace in man's human frailty; this is the wonder of Jesus. 
Laying aside his power and glory humbly he entered our world. 
Chose the path of meanest worth; scandal of a virgin birth. 
Born in a stable cold and rejected; here lies the hope of the world. 
 

Fullness of grace the love of the Father, shown in the face of Jesus. 
Stooping to bear the weight of humanity; walking the Calvary road. 
Christ, the Holy innocent took our sin and punishment. 
Fullness of God, despised and rejected; crushed for the sins of the world. 
 

Fullness of hope in Christ we had longed for; promise of God in Jesus. 
Through his obedience we are forgiven, op’ning the floodgates of heav’n. 
All our hopes and dreams we bring gladly as an offering. 
Fullness of life and joy unspeakable: God's gift in love to the world. 
words and music Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend © 2004 Thankyou Music  
ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic.# 152036 

  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heav’nly food. 
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light decendeth from the realms of endless day, 
that the pow’rs of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.  
  

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent. 

 Prayer of thanksgiving 

* Hymn of praise “What Child Is This?” 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping. 
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
haste, haste, to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
  

Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you: 
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary. 
  

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; come peasant, king, to own him; 
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise a song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby: 
joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary. 
Traditional English Carol, adapted by William C. Dix, ca. 1865 

* Benediction 

Musicians for this week: 

David Henry – guitar Hannah Lutz – viola 

Jac Villagonzalo – piano David Kang – violin 

Maria Dassow – vocalist Ellie Henry – vocalist 


