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 Prelude Joshua Spacht, guest pianist 
 

*Welcome and greetings Michael Devine 

  Director of sanctuary worship and music 
 

 Introit “He Came a Child Like Me” LMPC Children’s Choir 

  Austin Lovelace Jennifer Mixon, director 
 

When Jesus came to live on earth, a little babe of lowly birth,  

the angels sang of joy and mirth: he came a child like me. 

 

When Jesus sat to preach one day, disciples said, “Now go away!” 

But Jesus said, “No, let them stay! Let children come to me.” 

 

If to God’s kingdom we would come, like children we must all become. 

To live with Christ in heaven’s home, let us God’s children be. 

 

What can a little child like me give back to God for loving me? 

I’ll give what he first gave to me, my voice, my heart, my all. 

  

*Call to worship Philippians 4:4-5 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 

Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
 

The Lord is near!  

 

*Hymn of adoration 195 “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come” 
 

*Prayer of adoration 
 

 Call to confession 
 

Prepare the way of the LORD! 

Let us make our confession to God. 

Order of Worship 

Please silence all communication devices. Thank you.  



 Silent prayers of confession 
 

 Assurance of pardon taken from Zephaniah 3 
 

Sing, O Daughter of Zion; shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all 

your heart, O Daughter of Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your 

punishment. “The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. He will 

take great delight in you, he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over 

you with singing.” 

 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 Membership vows (9:30) 
 

 Sacrament of baptism (11:00) 

Rachel and Hans Anderson bringing Theodore Sebastian Anderson 
 

*Affirmation of faith Canons of Dordt Part III/IV, Art. 15 
 

God does not owe grace to anyone. For what could God owe to those who 

have nothing of their own to give but sin and falsehood? 
 

Therefore those who receive this grace owe and give eternal thanks to God 

alone. Those who do not receive it either do not care at all about these 

spiritual things and are satisfied with themselves in their condition, or else 

in self-assurance, foolishly boast about having something which they lack. 
 

Furthermore, following the example of the apostles, we are to think and speak 

in the most favorable way about those who outwardly profess their faith and 

better their lives, for the inner chambers of the heart are unknown to us. 
 

But for others who have not yet been called, we are to pray to the God who 

calls people unto himself. In no way, however, are we to pride ourselves as 

better than they, as though we had distinguished ourselves from them. 
 

*Trinitarian affirmation “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

Praise we sing to God, our King. Laud and honor daily bring. 

Father, Son, and Spirit, One. Our redemption, thou hast won. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.   



 Worship in giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 

 Offertory “Sing Noel” LMPC Children’s Choir 

  Natalie Sleeth Jennifer Mixon, director 

 

Shepherds, shepherds, hear the story: Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

Rise and go to see his glory, leave your flock to welcome him! 

 

Refrain:  Sing noel, O sing noel, O sing noel, for Christ is born. 

 

Angels, angels, heav’nly chorus, Christ has come to earth today! 

Bright the star that shines before us, pointing clear to all the way! 

 

Wisemen, wisemen, treasure bringing to the manger bed afar, 

joyful praises ever singing, follow now the guiding star. 

  

*Doxology 731 
 

*Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving 
 

*Scripture reading from John 1:10-13, p. 1646 in pew Bible Elisa Vizoso (9:30) 

  Joe Donnovin (11:00) 
 

 Sermon “The Truth About Jesus — True Life” 

  Frank Hitchings, senior associate  pastor 
 

 Pastoral prayer 
   

*Hymn of response 241, v. 1, 2, 5 “Thou Dost Reign on High” 
 

*Benediction 

 

 Congregational meeting 

  

*Congregation standing as you are able 



Celebrating the baptism of Carsen Sarah Huffman at the 9:30 a.m. service in the 

fellowship hall today are her parents, Erin and Jared Huffman and her grandparents,  

Chris and Greg Huffman. 

Celebrating the baptism of Theodore Sebastian Anderson at the 11:00 a.m. service in the 

sanctuary today are his parents, Rachel and Hans Anderson and his grandparents, 

Rebecca and Daniel Young and Lois and Ken Anderson. 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING TODAY 
 

Joining in the fellowship hall is Emma Morris  
 

Joining in the sanctuary are: 
Ashley Bates 
Jackie Robel 

Breanne and Clif White 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. If you 

would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to join them. 

Devices to amplify sound during the Sunday morning worship services are available.  

If you would like one, please arrive a few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you. 

Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of the child. 

Worship sheets and crayons are available in the narthex and at the front of the sanctuary to 

help children interact with the sermon. 



Sermon Notes 

 “The Truth About Jesus — True Life” 

 John 1:10-13 
 

Two tragic truths: 

 
1.  The world created by Jesus did not recognize him. (v. 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  The people waiting on Jesus did not receive him. (v. 11) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One miraculous truth: 

 
1.  Those who believe in Jesus become children of God. (vv. 12-13) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Big Idea: Receiving Jesus requires new birth and results in new family. 



Weekly Announcements 

 

A called congregational meeting will take place at the end of each service today, for 
the purpose of nominating elders and deacons for the class of 2019. In addition, a brief 
meeting of LMPC, Inc. will be held to elect a trustee. 
 

Our LMPC Christmas Concert, entitled “The Dream Isaiah Saw,” will take place 

tonight at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature our choir, a string orchestra, and 
special guest composer and pianist Joshua Spacht, including a performance of his 
original work, Dona Nobis Pacem, as well as joining together in singing of well-known 
carols. Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 p.m. concert only. 
 
All Sunday school classes for children and adults will take a break over the Christmas 
period, with no meetings on December 20 or 27. Classes will resume on Sunday, 
January 3. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution for Christmas poinsettias to be placed in the 

sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one, the last day to request is tomorrow. 

Please contact the church office at 423-821-4528 or visit lmpc.org/christmas-flowers to 
submit and contribute online.  
 

Every year we carol to members and friends of LMPC who cannot join us for 
Christmas services. Next Sunday, December 20, we will meet at 5:45 p.m. in the chapel 
before heading out. Sign-up sheets are in the Sunday school classrooms, or you can 
sign up at lmpc.org/christmas-caroling or by calling Judie Finch at 423-821-4528. 
Please sing with us! 
 

All college students are invited to a Christmas open house next Sunday, December 20, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Jane Harris Youth Building. Come enjoy refreshments, and re-unite 
with old friends. Dress is casual. 
  

Mark your calendars: On Sunday, January 17, we will begin offering our annual 
Communicant Class for youth interested in joining and becoming a communing 
member of LMPC. For more information and to sign up, visit lmpc.org/youth. The 

deadline to sign up is next Sunday, December 20. If you have questions about the 
class, please contact Lauren Allen at lauren@lmpc.org.  
 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news  
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Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. 

TODAY AT LMPC—Sunday, December 13 

 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Nursery 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday school for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

LMPC Christmas Concert (sanctuary) 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

Finance Update: Supporting the Mission of LMPC 
 

2015 LMPC Financial Update  

2015 Annual Budget: $4.2 million 

2015 Giving YTD: $3.54 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $692,000 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $513,000 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $179,000 

 

2016 pledging: $2.83 million (65.3% of the budget) has been pledged so far. If you 

have not yet done so, please fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church 

office, or send it in online at lmpc.org/giving-2016. 


