
 

October 23, 2016 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 



Order of Worship 

 
 

 Welcome and greetings Grant Lowe, Chaplain, Covenant College 

 

*  Call to Worship  taken from Psalm 147 

  

Leader:  Praise the LORD. How good it is to sing praises to our God, how fitting it 
 is to praise him! 

 

All: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the exiles of Israel.  
 He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  
 He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. 
 Great is our Lord and mighty in power. Sing to the LORD! 

 

* Hymn of praise “Our Great God” 

 

Eternal God, unchanging, mysterious and unknown; 
your boundless love unfailing, in grace and mercy shown; 
bright seraphim in endless flight around your glorious throne, 
they raise their voices day and night in praise to you alone. 

 

Refrain: Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!  
 Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!  

 

Lord, we are weak and frail, helpless in the storm; 
surround us with your angels, hold us in your arms; 
our cold and ruthless enemy, his pleasure is our harm, 
rise up, O Lord, and he will flee before our sovereign God. Refrain 

 

Let every creature in the sea and every flying bird;  
let every mountain, every field and valley of the earth;  
let all the moons and all the stars in all the universe 
sing praises to the living God who rules them by his word. Refrain, sing twice 

words and music Fernando Ortega and Mac Powell © 2002 Word Music, LLC, ARR, ICS, UBP, CCLI Lic.#152036 
 

* Prayer of adoration 

  

 Affirmation of faith taken from Colossians 1:15-20 

 

Leader: Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
  

All: For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 
things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. 

  



Leader: And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 

  

All: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things 
in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

 

 Call to confession taken from Psalm 51 

  

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always 
before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise. 

 

 Hymn of confession (11:00) “To Thee I Come” 

  

To thee I come a sinner poor and wait for mercy at thy door. 
Indeed, I’ve nowhere else to flee; O God be merciful to me. 
To thee I come a sinner weak and scarce know how to pray or speak. 
From fear and weakness set me free; O God be merciful to me! 

 

To thee I come a sinner vile, upon me, Lord, vouchsafe to smile. 
Mercy through blood I make my plea; O God be merciful to me. 
To thee I come a sinner great and well thou knowest all my state; 
yet full forgiveness is with thee, O God be merciful to me! 

 

To thee I come a sinner lost nor have I aught wherein to trust. 
But where thou art, Lord, I would be, O God be merciful to me.  
To glory bring me Lord at last and there when all my sins are passed, 
with all the saints I’ll then agree, O God was merciful to me! 
O God was merciful to me! 
words by Samuel Medley, 1738-1799 

 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  taken from Psalm 103 

  

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities.  
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who 
fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions 
from us. 

 



* Hymn of assurance “Here Is Love” 

 

Here is love vast as the ocean, loving-kindness as a flood, 
when the Prince of life, our ransom, shed for us his precious blood. 
Here is love, Lord we remember; from our hearts we lift your praise, 
raising high the living anthem all will sing through endless days. 
 

On the mount of crucifixion fountains opened deep and wide. 
Through the floodgates of your mercy flowed a vast and gracious tide. 
Here is love like mighty rivers poured unceasing from above: 
heaven’s peace and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love. 
 

Let me all thy love accepting, love thee, ever all my days, 
let me seek thy kingdom only and my life be to thy praise. 
Thou alone shalt be my glory, nothing in the world I see. 
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me, thou thyself has set me free. 
Here is love, Lord we remember; from our hearts we lift your praise, 
raising high the living anthem all will sing through endless days. 
words by William Rees, 1802-1883 

 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

  

 Offertory hymn “I Asked the Lord, that I Might Grow” music on following page 

 

 Membership vows (9:30) 

 

* Scripture reading from Romans 14:13-23 Abby Edens (9:30) 
  David Paschall (11:00) 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  
 

 Sermon  “Gospel Unity and Diversity” Part 2 
 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 

 

 Pastoral prayer 

 

* Hymn of response  “The Church’s One Foundation” 
 

The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;  
she is his new creation by water and the Word. 
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.  
  

Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o'er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one birth;  
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,  
and to one hope she presses, with every grace endued. 

 



Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,  
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 
words by Samuel Stone, 1866 

 

* Benediction 

 

* Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* Postlude 

 

“I Asked the Lord, that I Might Grow” 



Romans 14:13-23 
 

13Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind 
not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way. 14As one who is in the 
Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced that no food is unclean in itself. But if anyone regards 
something as unclean, then for him it is unclean. 15If your brother is distressed because 
of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your eating destroy your 
brother for whom Christ died. 16Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of 
as evil. 17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18because anyone who serves Christ in 
this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. 19Let us therefore make every effort 
to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 20Do not destroy the work of God 
for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat anything that 
causes someone else to stumble. 21It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 
anything else that will cause your brother to fall. 22So whatever you believe about these 
things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn 
himself by what he approves. 23But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, 
because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin. 

Musicians for this week: 

James Bevill – guitar 
Charley Crichton – bass 
Elsbeth DeRuischer – vocalist 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist 

Hannah Lutz – viola 
Sam Miller – violin 
Abby Tosh – piano 
Megan Wingard – vocalist  

Today at LMPC—Sunday, October 23 

 

Vow Sunday for new members 
Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Middle school small groups (JHYB) 4:15 p.m. 

Evening prayer (chapel) 6:00 p.m. 
 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 



Sermon Notes 

“Gospel Unity and Diversity” Part 2 
Romans 14:13-23 

 

Big Idea:  A life in Christ is a life of love determined to bring unity amid a church of 

diversity. 

 

1. What does love prohibit? It prohibits… 

 passing judgment on others (v. 13) 

 

 causing others to stumble (vv. 13, 20-21) 

 

 disregarding each other’s conscience (vv. 14, 20-21) 

 

 destroying one another (vv. 15, 20) 

 

 speaking disrespectfully about each other’s conscience (v. 16) 

 

 

 

 

2.  What does love promote? It promotes… 

 a kingdom of peace and righteousness (vv. 17, 19) 

 

 a kingdom of joy in the Holy Spirit (v. 17) 

 

 a life pleasing God and helping people (v. 18) 

 

 

 

 

3. How is love pursued? By pursing… 

 an inner life that is kept for God alone (v. 22) 

 

 an ethical life that is approved not condemned (vv. 18, 22) 

 

 a faithful life that drives each choice (v. 23) 

 

 

The rosebud in the fellowship hall today is for the birth of Annabel Kathryn Austin, 
born to Cherith and Josh Austin on October 17. 
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Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. 

Weekly Announcements 

  
The 2016 LMPC Middle School Fall Retreat at Camp Vesper Point will be Friday, 
October 28 to Sunday, October 30. Deadline to register is tomorrow, October 24. For 
more information and to register, visit lmpc.org/youth. If you have questions please 
email hank@lmpc.org.  
 
We will join in a combined worship service for the congregations of the Tennessee 
Valley Presbytery on Sunday, October 30 to celebrate the Reformation. The service 
will be at 6:00 p.m. at Covenant Presbyterian Church in Chattanooga. Please plan to 
join us.  
 
Save the date! The 2017 Officers and Wives Retreat will be February 24-25 at North 
Shore Fellowship with Kelly Kapic, professor of theological studies at Covenant 
College, as the speaker. More information will follow.  
 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news 

IN THE SANCTUARY  

AT 9:30 A.M.: 

Caroline Bryars 

Steve Gillison 

Jonathan Hostettler 

Kristie and Will Jackson 

Graham Massot 

Jessika Santos 

Emily and Jon Wylie 

 
IN THE SANCTUARY  

AT 11:00 A.M.: 

Mary and Larry Goodman 

 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL  

AT 9:30 A.M.: 

Alan Craig 

Marina Dunayeva 

Spookie Eaves 

Rob Edens 

Susan and David Fuehrer 

Anne Charlotte and Ben Hooper 

Kurtis Montgomery 

Judy Paulsen 

Andrea and Jack Roylston 

Jen and James Schaefer 

Jennifer and Strib Stribling 

 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING TODAY 

IN EVENING PRAYER: 

Travis Hutchinson 


