
 

November 27, 2016 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | First Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 
 
 

 Welcome and greetings Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 

 

*  Call to Worship  taken from Psalm 98:1-4 

  

Leader:   Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;  
 his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
 

All: The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his 
 righteousness to the nations. 
 

Leader:  He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;  
 all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
 

All: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song 
 with music. 

 

* Hymn of praise “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 

 

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art, 
dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Joy to those who long to see thee, Dayspring from on high, appear; 
come, thou promised Rod of Jesse, of thy birth we long to hear! 
O’er the hills the angels singing news, glad tidings of a birth: 
“Go to him, your praises bringing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 

 

Come to earth to taste our sadness, he whose glories knew no end; 
by his life he brings us gladness, our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend. 
Leaving riches without number, born within a cattle stall; 
this the everlasting wonder, Christ was born the Lord of all. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
words by Charles Wesley, 1744 

 

* Prayer of adoration 

  



 Affirmation of faith (9:30) The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

 

 Call to confession  1 John 1:5-9 
  

This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light;  
in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 Hymn of confession  “Come, O Redeemer, Come” 

  

Father enthroned on high, holy, holy; 
ancient, eternal Light, hear our prayer. 

  

Refrain: Come, O Redeemer, come; grant us mercy. 
           Come, O Redeemer, come; grant us peace. 
 

Lord, save us from the dark of our striving 
faithless, troubled hearts weighed down. Refrain 

  

Look now upon our need; Lord be with us. 
Heal us and make us free from our sin. Refrain 
words Fernando Ortega © 1996 Metro One, ARR, ICS, UBP, CCLI Lic.#152036  

 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  from 1 Timothy 1 and 1 Peter 2 

  

Here is a trustworthy statement that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners… He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds we have 
been healed. For we were like sheep going astray, but now we have returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. 

 



* Hymn of assurance “I Will Glory in My Redeemer” 

 

I will glory in my Redeemer, whose priceless blood has ransomed me. 
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails, and hung him on that judgment tree. 
I will glory in my Redeemer, who crushed the power of sin and death. 
My only Savior before the holy Judge: the Lamb who is my righteousness; 
the Lamb who is my righteousness. 

  

I will glory in my Redeemer, my life he bought, my love he owns. 
I have no longings for another, I’m satisfied in him alone. 
I will glory in my Redeemer; his faithfulness my standing place. 
Though foes are mighty and rush upon me, my feet are firm, held by his grace; 
my feet are firm, held by his grace. 

  

I will glory in my Redeemer, who carries me on eagles’ wings. 
He crowns my life with loving kindness; his triumph song I’ll ever sing. 
I will glory in my Redeemer, who waits for me at gates of gold, 
and when he calls me it will be paradise, his face forever to behold; 
his face forever to behold. 
Words and music by Steve and Vikki Cook © 2001, Sovereign Grace Worship ARR, ICS, UBP, CCLI Lic.#152036 

  

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

  

 Offertory hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,  
in ancient times didst give the law in cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
from depths of hell thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

O come, thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Latin, 12th cent. tr. by John Mason Neale, 1851 

 

 New member vows (11:00) 

 

* Scripture reading from 1 John 1:1-4 Heather Tencza (9:30) 
  Warren McEwen (11:00) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  
 

 Sermon  “We Have Seen Him: Revelation and Reorientation” 
 Brian Salter, associate pastor 

 

 Pastoral prayer 

 

* Hymn of response  “Joy to the World” 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.  

  

Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns: let men their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  

  

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.  

  

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
Words by Isaac Watts, 1719 

 

* Benediction 

 

* Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 

 

* Postlude 

 

* Congregation standing as you are able 
 

Noah Barnett – cello 

David Henry – guitar, vocalist 
Hannah Lutz – viola 

John Reeder – piano 
Emmie Thompson – vocalist 
Hannah Wharton – vocalist 

Musicians for this week: 



Sermon Notes 

“We Have Seen Him: Revelation and Reorientation” 
1 John 1:1-4 

 
 

Big Idea: Advent reveals God to us and reorients us to God. 
 
1. Revelation The eternal God reveals himself in Jesus, the incarnate Son. (vv. 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Reorientation: Jesus completely reorients our lives with his life. (vv. 2-4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 John 1:1-4 

 

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 
proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has 
appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also 
may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our joy complete. 



Weekly Announcements 
 

All are welcome to the third annual LMPC Christmas Hymn Sing on Sunday, 
December 4 at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Join us as we celebrate the 
incarnation through the singing of hymns, listening to vocal and instrumental 
ensembles, and the reading of God's Word. Following the service, hors d’oeuvres 
will be served and we will enjoy the season together. Nursery is provided. 
 
We are still collecting new, unwrapped toys for the Hope for the Inner City 
Christmas Store, which resells all donated toys at a reduced cost, allowing men 
and women in their community to purchase toys for their children and family 
members. All donations must be returned to the parlor by Sunday, December 11. 
This year, the Christmas Store will be open from Monday, December 12, through 
Friday, December 23. If you are interested in volunteering at the store, please 
contact Stephanie Young in the missions office. 
  
If you would like to make a contribution for Christmas poinsettias to be placed 
in the sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact the church 
office at 423-821-4528 or visit lmpc.org/christmas-flowers to submit and 
contribute online. The last day to request is Monday, December 12. This year your 
donation will be listed in the Christmas Eve Service bulletin. 
 
A called congregational meeting will take place at the end of each service on 
Sunday, December 11, for the purpose of nominating elders and deacons for the 
class of 2020. In addition, a brief meeting of LMPC, Inc. will be held to elect a 
trustee. 
 
The LMPC Christmas Concert, "The Wonder of Christmas," will take place 
on Sunday, December 11 at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature adult and 
children’s choirs, instrumental ensemble, and handbells, as well as congregational 
singing of well-known carols. Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 p.m. concert 
only. 
 
All VIPs are invited to attend our Christmas luncheon which will be held on 
Tuesday, December 13 in the fellowship hall beginning at 12 noon. The cost for 
the luncheon is $5 per person and is due online at lmpc.org/vip or at the church 
office by Friday, December 9. Bring a friend! 
 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news 
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Today at LMPC—Sunday, November 27 

 
Missions Holiday Collections (Parlor) all day 

Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Evening prayer (chapel) 6:00 p.m. 

 
For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

NEW MEMBERS JOINING TODAY 

In the fellowship hall at 11:00 a.m.: 
Travis Hutchinson 

Kate and Cody Roebuck 
Joann and John Tolson 

Abi Wetmore 

NOTE ON YEAR-END GIVING  

We will send you a year-to-date giving report during the first week of December, 
but you can always check your current giving (and 2016 giving plan amount) on 
accessLMPC. Please check your giving report carefully to ensure that it is correct. 
If you need any assistance or need your accessLMPC login information, please 
contact Shannon Teague in the church office. For questions regarding your giving 
please contact David Fowler. 

For those who would like to make year-end gifts of appreciated stock, we have set 
up a new account that charges only $25 in transaction costs, which helps more of 
your gift go toward the work of LMPC. Please contact David in the church office 
for the delivery instructions your financial institution will need. You can also 
possibly make tax-advantaged gifts from your IRA.  

Year-end gifts must be either received in the church office by Friday December 30, 
2016, or have a USPS postmark no later than December 31, 2016 to be deductible 
in 2016. The church office will be open on December 30 but closed Saturday, 
December 31. 


