
 

December 18, 2016 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | Fourth Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 

 Welcome and greetings Jared Huffman, associate pastor 

 

*  Call to worship taken from Psalm 96 

  

Leader: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 

All: For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above 
all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the 
heavens. 

 

Leader: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his 
sanctuary. 

 

All: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, 
all the earth. 

   

* Hymn of praise  “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

  

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we evermore be led to thee. 

 

As with joyful steps they sped to that lowly cradle-bed, 
there to bend the knee before him whom heav’n and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 

As they offered gifts most rare at that cradle rude and bare; 
so may we with holy joy, pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly King. 

 

In the heav’nly country bright need they no created light; 
thou its light, its joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down; 
there forever may we sing alleluias to our King. 
words by William Chatterton Dix, 1860 

 

* Prayer of adoration 

 

 Affirmation of faith  Colossians 1:15-20 

 

Leader: Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 

 

All: For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together.  

 



Leader: And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 

 

All: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross. 

 

 Call to confession  Romans 12:1-2a; Proverbs 28:13 

 

I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not 

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever 

confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 
 

 Hymn of confession “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; 
above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by: 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

  

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
words by Phillips Brooks, 1868 

 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace taken from Romans 5 and Colossians 1 

 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. For he has rescued us from the dominion of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 



* Hymn of assurance “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 

 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 
earth and heav’n before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 

 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath opened heaven’s door, and man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 

Good Christian men, rejoice, with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
Medieval Latin carol, Tr. by John Mason Neale, 1853 

   

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

  

 Offertory hymn “See, amid the Winter’s Snow” 
 

See, amid the winter’s snow, born for us on earth below, 
see the tender Lamb appears, promised from eternal years. 

 

Refrain: Hail, thou ever blessed morn! Hail, redemption’s happy dawn! 
 Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 

Lo, within a manger lies he who built the starry skies: 
he who, throned in height sublime, sits amid the cherubim. Refrain 

 

Say, ye holy shepherds, say—what’s your joyful news today?  
Wherefore have ye left your sheep on the lonely mountain steep? Refrain 
 

Sacred infant, all divine, what a tender love was thine, 
thus to come from highest bliss down to such a world as this! Refrain 

by Edward Caswall, 1851 

 

* Scripture reading from Matthew 2:1-12 Robert Erle Barham (9:30) 
  Frank Brock (11:00) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  
 

 Sermon  “We Have Seen Him: Responding to the True King” 
 Brian Salter, associate pastor 

 



Elsbeth DeRuischer – vocalist 
David Henry – guitar, vocalist 
Hannah Lutz – viola 

Colin Stayton – guitar 
Emmie Thompson – vocalist 
Bob Wharton – piano 

Musicians for this week: 

 Pastoral prayer 

 

* Hymn of response “From the Squalor of a Borrowed Stable” 

 

From the squalor of a borrowed stable, by the Spirit and a virgin's faith; 
to the anguish and the shame of scandal, came the Savior of the human race! 
But the skies were filled with the praise of heav'n, shepherds listen as the angels tell 
of the gift of God come down to man, at the dawning of Immanuel! 

  

King of heaven now the Friend of sinners, humble servant in the Father's hands, 
filled with power and the Holy Spirit, filled with mercy for the broken man. 
Yes, he walked my road and he felt my pain, joys and sorrows that I know so well; 
yet his righteous steps give me hope again—I will follow my Immanuel! 

  

Through the kisses of a friend's betrayal, he was lifted on a cruel cross; 
he was punished for a world's transgressions, he was suffering to save the lost. 
He fights for breath, he fights for me, loosing sinners from the claims of hell; 
and with a shout our souls are free—death defeated by Immanuel!  

 

Now he's standing in the place of honor, crowned with glory on the highest throne, 
interceding for his own beloved, till his Father calls to bring them home! 
Then the skies will part as the trumpet sounds hope of heaven or the fear of hell; 
but the bride will run to her Lover's arms, giving glory to Immanuel! 
words Stuart Townend © 1999 Thankyou Music. ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036 

 

* Benediction 

 

* Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* Postlude 

 

* Congregation standing as you are able 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning.  
If you would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to join them. 



Matthew 2:1-12 
 

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 3When King Herod heard this 

he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s 

chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  
5”In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6”’But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of 

you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod called 

the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent 
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you 

find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9After they had heard the 
king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not  

to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

FINANCE UPDATE: SUPPORTING THE MISSION OF LMPC 

2016 GIVING UPDATE THROUGH 12/12 

2016 Annual Budget: $4.33 million 
2016 Giving YTD: $3.84 million 
Remaining Gifts Needed: $491,000 (12.3% of budget) 
Outstanding Pledge Balance: $341,000 
Unpledged Giving Needed: $154,000 

 With the Christmas season upon us, we ask that you keep up the momentum in 
giving and prayerfully consider how much you can give as the year closes. You 
can give online at lmpc.org/give or through the Church Life app.  

 If you shop through Amazon Smile and choose LMPC as the charity of your 
choice, Amazon will give a small percentage of each purchase to LMPC. Visit 
smile.amazon.com to find out more. 

 Please note that year-end gifts must either be received in the church office by 
Friday, December 30, or have a USPS postmark no later than December 31 to be 
deductible in 2016. We are grateful to God for the generosity here at LMPC. 

 

2017 PLEDGING UPDATE 

$2.9 million (64.4% of the budget) has been pledged so far. We're asking everyone to 
submit your 2017 giving plans by the end of 2016. If you have not yet done so, please 
fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church office, or send it in online at 
lmpc.org/giving-2017. 



Sermon Notes 

“We Have Seen Him: Responding to the True King” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

1. Contrasting Kingdoms 
  

 Herod 

 
 
 

 
 

 Jesus 
 

 

 

 

 

2.Contrasting Responses 

  

 Disturbed: Herod (vv. 3, 7-8) 

 

 

 

 
 

 Detached: Religious leaders (vv. 4-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Delighted: Wise men (vv. 1-2, 9-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Idea: Jesus’ coming unmasks whose rule we truly love. 
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Weekly Announcements 
 
Every year we carol to members and friends of LMPC who cannot join us for 
Christmas services. We will meet at 6:00 p.m. tonight in the chapel before heading 
out. Please sing with us! 
  
Our annual Christmas Eve services will take place this Saturday, December 24, at 
3:00, 5:00, and 6:30 p.m. Please join us for a special service of lessons, carols, and 
candlelight. Nursery will be provided at the 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. services only.  
 
Our Christmas Eve choir is open to all interested singers, middle school-age and up. 
Our next rehearsal will be this Wednesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the choir 
room. You may sign up to sing at one, two, or all three Christmas Eve services. Please 
let any member of our worship team (David Henry, Joy Gibbons, or Hannah Lutz) 
know as soon as possible in order that we may plan accordingly. 
  
On Christmas Day, we will hold 11:00 a.m. services only in the sanctuary and 
fellowship hall. No nursery will be provided, and there will be no evening prayer. 
Please join us as we celebrate Christ's birth! 
 
Our New Year's Eve service with Communion will take place at 6:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary on December 31. Please note that we will have 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services 
only on January 1, with nursery provided at 11:00 a.m only, and no evening prayer.  
 
Beginning Sunday, January 15, we will offer our annual Communicant Class for 
youth interested in joining the church. For more information and to sign up, please 
contact Kelly Perkins at kelly@lmpc.org with the students’ names and ages. Deadline 
to sign up is Tuesday, January 3. 
 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news 

Today at LMPC—Sunday, December 18 

 
Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Christmas caroling (meet in chapel) 6:00 p.m. 
LMPC College Friends Christmas Open House (JHYB) 7:00 p.m. 

 
For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 


