
 

December 4, 2016 | Fellowship Hall Service | 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. | Second Sunday in Advent 



Order of Worship 

 

 Welcome and greetings Joe Novenson, senior teaching pastor 

 

*  Call to worship  taken from Luke 1:68-75 

  

Leader:  Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has 
 redeemed his people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
 house of his servant David, salvation from our enemies and from the 
 hand all who hate us. 
 

All: He has done this to show his mercy to our fathers and to remember 
 his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham. 
 

Leader: He has done this to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to 
 enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before 
 him all our days. 
 

All: Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has 
 redeemed his people! 

 

* Hymn of praise “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 

 

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
 

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light: Refrain 

 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: Refrain 

 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son; 
evermore your voices raising to th’eternal Three in One: Refrain 
words by James Montgomery, 1816 

 

* Prayer of adoration 

  

 Affirmation of faith The Nicene Creed 

 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of  
his Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 



begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 
were made; who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose Kingdom shall have no end. 
 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of Life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of 
sins; and we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 

   

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

  

 Offertory hymn “The First Noel” 

 

The first Noel the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

And by the light of that same star  
three wise men came from country far; 
to seek for a King was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
  

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
who hath made heav’n and earth of naught, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
Trad. English Carol 

 

* Scripture reading from Luke 2:8-20 Eleanor Caines (9:30) 
  Ralph Hill (11:00) 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  
 

 Sermon  “We Have Seen Him: Good News of Great Joy” 
 Jared Huffman, associate pastor 

http://www.thefathershouse.org/creed/filioque.html


 

 Pastoral prayer 

 

 Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 

Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians, previously 
admitted to the table of the Lord by the shepherd-leaders of this or any Gospel-proclaiming 
church, to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Come with joy as you actively trust 
in Christ, willingly forsake sin, and stand reconciled to family and friends. 

 

 Hymn of confession “Come, Ye Sinners”  
 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love and pow’r.  
  

Refrain: I will arise and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in his arms; 
 in the arms of my dear Savior, O, there are ten thousand charms. 

  

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; 
all the fitness he requireth is to feel your need of him. Refrain 

  

Come, ye weary, heavy-laden, lost and ruined by the fall; 
if you tarry till you’re better, you will never come at all. Refrain 
words by Joseph Hart, 1759 

 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  John 3:16-17 

  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 

 Words of institution 

 

 Prayer of consecration 

 

 Distribution of the elements  Songs for meditation
  

  “Fullness of Grace” 

 

Fullness of grace in man's human frailty; this is the wonder of Jesus. 
Laying aside his power and glory humbly he entered our world. 
Chose the path of meanest worth; scandal of a virgin birth. 
Born in a stable cold and rejected; here lies the hope of the world. 
 

Fullness of grace the love of the Father, shown in the face of Jesus. 
Stooping to bear the weight of humanity; walking the Calvary road. 
Christ, the Holy innocent took our sin and punishment. 
Fullness of God, despised and rejected; crushed for the sins of the world. 
 



Fullness of hope in Christ we had longed for; promise of God in Jesus. 
Through his obedience we are forgiven, op’ning the floodgates of heav’n. 
All our hopes and dreams we bring gladly as an offering. 
Fullness of life and joy unspeakable: God's gift in love to the world. 
words and music Keith and Kristyn Getty and Stuart Townend © 2004 Thankyou Music  
ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic.# 152036 

  

  “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” 

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

  

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heav’nly food. 

  

At his feet the six-winged seraph; cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent. 

 

 Prayer of thanksgiving 

 

* Hymn of praise “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply echo back their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 

  

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo. 
Trad. French carol 

 

* Benediction 

 

* Doxology 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

* Postlude 



David Henry – guitar, vocalist 
Ellie Henry – vocalist 
Hannah Lutz – viola 
Sam Miller – violin 

Charlotte Reeder – vibraphone, glockenspiel 

Musicians for this week: 

Today at LMPC—Sunday, December 4 

 

Missions Holiday Collections (Parlor) all day 
Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship with Communion (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship with Communion (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Middle school small groups (JHYB) 4:15 p.m. 

Christmas Hymn Sing (fellowship hall) 6:00 p.m. 
High school youth group (JHYB) 7:30 p.m. 

 
For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

The rosebud in the fellowship hall today is for the birth of Lila Kate Moreland, born 

to Ryan and Leighanne Tucker Moreland on November 19. 

FINANCE UPDATE: SUPPORTING THE MISSION OF LMPC 

2016 GIVING UPDATE AS OF 11/30/16 

2016 Annual Budget: $4.33 million 
2016 Giving YTD: $3.56 million 
Remaining Gifts Needed: $771,000 (18% of budget) 
Outstanding Pledge Balance: $570,000 
Unpledged Giving Needed: $205,000 
With the Christmas season upon us, we ask that you keep up the momentum in giving and 
prayerfully consider how much you can give as the year closes. 
 
2017 PLEDGING UPDATE 

$2.47 million (54.8% of the budget) has been pledged so far. If you have not yet done so, 
please fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church office, or send it in online at 
lmpc.org/giving-2017. 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning.  
If you would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to 
join them. 



Sermon Notes 

“We Have Seen Him: Good News of Great Joy” 
Luke 2:8-20 

 
 

When news of God’s Son arrives, the message is: 
 
1. delivered to an unlikely audience (vv. 8-9, 15-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. pronounced as a royal declaration of salvation (vv. 10-14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. received with proclamation, pondering and praise (vv. 10, 13, 17-20) 

Luke 2:8-20 
 

8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 
of great joy that will be for all the people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 
to you; he is the Christ the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 
men on whom his favor rests.” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at 
what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them 
in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
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Weekly Announcements 

  
All are welcome to the third annual LMPC Christmas Hymn Sing tonight at 6:00 p.m. in 
the fellowship hall. Join us as we celebrate the incarnation through the singing of hymns, 
listening to vocal and instrumental ensembles, and the reading of God's Word. Following 
the service, hors d’oeuvres will be served and we will enjoy the season together. Nursery 
is provided. 
  
We are still collecting new, unwrapped toys for the Hope for the Inner City Christmas 
Store, which resells all donated toys at a reduced cost, allowing men and women in their 
community to purchase toys for their children and family members. All donations must 
be returned to the parlor by Sunday, December 11. This year, the Christmas Store will be 
open from Monday, December 12, through Friday, December 23. If you are interested in 
volunteering at the store, please contact Stephanie Young in the missions office. 
 
The annual LMPC Middle School Progressive Dinner will take place on Friday, 
December 9 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at the Jane Harris Youth Building. Please RSVP to 
christie@lmpc.org by tomorrow, December 5. The cost is $5 per person. If you have any 
questions, please email katie@lmpc.org or hank@lmpc.org. 
 
A called congregational meeting will take place at the end of each service on Sunday, 
December 11, for the purpose of nominating elders and deacons for the class of 2020. In 
addition, a brief meeting of LMPC, Inc. will be held to elect a trustee. 
 
The LMPC Christmas Concert, "The Wonder of Christmas," will take place on Sunday, 
December 11 at 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature adult and children’s choirs, 
instrumental ensemble, and handbells, as well as joining together in singing well-known 
carols. Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 p.m. concert only. 
  
If you would like to make a contribution for Christmas poinsettias to be placed in the 
sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact the church office at  
423-821-4528 or visit lmpc.org/christmas-flowers to submit and contribute online. The last 
day to request is Monday, December 12. This year your donation will be listed in the 
Christmas Eve Service bulletin. 
  
All VIPs are invited to attend our Christmas luncheon which will be held on Tuesday, 
December 13 in the fellowship hall beginning at 12 noon. The cost for the luncheon is $5 
per person and is due online at lmpc.org/vip or at the church office by this Friday, 
December 9. Bring a friend! 

 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news 


