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 Prelude “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” David Stultz, organist 
  arr. Paul Manz  
 

 Welcome and greetings Steve Kaufmann, ruling elder 
 

*  Call to worship taken from Luke 2:10-14 
  

Leader: The angel said to the shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

 

All: This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.” 

 

Leader: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, 

 

All: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” 

   

* Hymn of praise 208   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

* Prayer of adoration 
 

 Call to confession  Luke 18:10-14 
 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 

collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you 

that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ But the tax collector 

stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 

said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ I tell you that this man, rather than the 

other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 

 Silent prayers of confession 
 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace Galatians 4:4-5; Romans 10:4 
 

When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 

to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Christ is 

the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 
 

Order of Worship 



* Hymn of assurance 646, vv. 1, 4, 5 “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
 

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life, thou light of men,  
from the best bliss that earth imparts we turn unfilled to thee again. 
 

Our restless spirits yearn for thee, where’er our changeful lot is cast;  
glad when thy gracious smile we see, blest when our faith can hold thee fast. 
 

O Jesus, ever with us stay, make all our moments calm and bright;  
chase the dark night of sin away, shed o’er the world thy holy light. 

 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 
 

 Offertory “Benedictus” (Blessed is the Lord) Chancel Choir 

  arr. Dan Forrest; text: R. C. Sproul Anna Gibbons, violin 

   Charlotte Reeder, percussion 
 

Refrain: Benedictus, Benedictus, blessed is our Lord. 

 Benedictus, Benedictus, welcome his incarnate Word. 
 

Chosen first among the priests to serve within the temple walls,  

Zacharias stood in awe when he heard the angel call. 
 

Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, will come to raise salvation’s horn. 

God incarnate, Word made flesh, to a virgin shall be born. 
 

Christ brings light to sin’s dark night: our Dayspring, Jesus, from on high,  

saints and angels sing God’s praise. All the earth and heav’ns reply: 
 

* Doxology 731 
 

*  Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving 
 

*  Scripture reading from Luke 2:25-35 Olivia Oster (9:30) 

 p. 1591 in pew Bible and text printed on following page Gina Krabbendam (11:00) 
 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  
 

 Sermon “We Have Seen Him: Deepest Longings Fulfilled” 

  Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor 
 

 Pastoral prayer 
 



Luke 2:25-35 
 

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's 

Christ. 27Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28Simeon took him in his 

arms and praised God, saying: 29“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss 
your servant in peace. 30For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared 

in the sight of all people, 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.” 33The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 

falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35so that the 

thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

* Hymn of response  “Nunc Dimittis” (Song of Simeon) 

* Benediction 
 

* Congregational response  “Threefold Amen” 
 

 Congregational meeting 
 

* Congregation standing as you are able 



Sermon Notes 

“We Have Seen Him: Deepest Longings Fulfilled” 
Luke 2:25-35 

 
 

For every longing heart, Jesus is: 
 
1. the consoling joy (vv. 25-26) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. the fulfilling hope (vv. 27-33)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. the revealing sign (vv. 34-35) 

 

 

 

 



Weekly Announcements 

  
The LMPC Christmas Concert, "The Wonder of Christmas," will take place tonight at  
5:00 and 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature adult and children’s choirs, instrumental 
ensemble, and handbells, as well as joining together in singing well-known carols. 
Nursery will be provided at the 5:00 p.m. concert only. 
 
The annual LMPC High School Progressive Dinner will take place this Friday,  
December 16 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Jane Harris Youth Building. Please RSVP to 
christie@lmpc.org by today. The cost is $5 per person. If you have any questions, 
please email brynna@lmpc.org. 
 
If you would like to make a contribution for Christmas poinsettias to be placed in 
the sanctuary in honor or in memory of a loved one, please contact the church office 
at 423-821-4528 or visit lmpc.org/christmas-flowers to submit and contribute online. 
The last day to request is tomorrow, December 12. This year your donation will be 
listed in the Christmas Eve Service bulletin. 
 
Our Christmas Eve choir is open to all interested singers, middle school-age and up. 
Rehearsals will be on Wednesday, December 14 and Wednesday, December 21 at  
6:30 p.m. in the choir room. You may sign up to sing at one, two, or all three 
Christmas Eve services. Please let any member of our worship team (David Henry, 
Joy Gibbons, or Hannah Lutz) know as soon as possible in order that we may plan 
accordingly. 
 
Every year we carol to members and friends of LMPC who cannot join us for 
Christmas services. On Sunday, December 18, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel 
before heading out. You can sign up at lmpc.org/christmas-caroling or by calling 
Judie Finch at 423-821-4528. Please sing with us! 
 
All Sunday school classes for children, youth, and adults will take a break over the 
Christmas period, from December 18 through January 1. Classes will resume on  
Sunday, January 8.  
 
On Christmas Day, we will hold 11:00 a.m. services only in the sanctuary and 
fellowship hall. No nursery will be provided, and there will be no evening prayer. 
Please join us as we celebrate Christ's birth! 
 
To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news 



FINANCE UPDATE: SUPPORTING THE MISSION OF LMPC 

2016 GIVING UPDATE THROUGH 12/5  

2016 Annual Budget: $4.33 million 

2016 Giving YTD: $3.69 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $635,000 (15% of budget) 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $449,000 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $191,000 

 

 With the Christmas season upon us, we ask that you keep up the momentum in 
giving and prayerfully consider how much you can give as the year closes. You 
can give online at lmpc.org/give or through the Church Life app.  

 If you shop through Amazon Smile and choose LMPC as the charity of your 
choice, Amazon will give a small percentage of each purchase to LMPC. Visit 
smile.amazon.com to find out more. 

 Please note that year-end gifts must either be received in the church office by 
Friday, December 30, or have a USPS postmark no later than December 31 to be 
deductible in 2016. We are grateful to God for the generosity here at LMPC. 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning.  
If you would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to 
join them. 
 

Devices to amplify sound during the Sunday morning worship services are available. 
If you would like one, please arrive a few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you. 
 
Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of the 
child. Worship sheets and crayons are available in the narthex and at the front of the 
sanctuary to help children interact with the sermon. 
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Today at LMPC—Sunday, December 11 
 

Missions Holiday Collections (Parlor) all day 
Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Christmas concert (sanctuary) 5:00 and 7:30 p.m. 

Nursery provided for 5:00 concert only 
 

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. 


