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 Prelude “Noël” David Stultz, organist 
  L. C. Daquin   

 

 Welcome and greetings Joe Donnovin, ruling elder 

 

*  Call to worship taken from Psalm 96 

  

Leader: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 

All: For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared 
above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD 
made the heavens. 

 

Leader: Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his 
sanctuary. 

 

All: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before 
him, all the earth. 

   

* Hymn of praise 226, vv. 1, 2, 3, 5   “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

 

* Prayer of adoration 

 

* Affirmation of faith  Colossians 1:15-20 

 

Leader: Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 

 

All: For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together.  

 

Leader: And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 

 

All: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed 
on the cross. 

 

Order of Worship 



 Call to confession  Romans 12:1-2a; Proverbs 28:13 

 

I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any 

longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and 

renounces them finds mercy. 

 

 Silent prayers of confession 

 

 Hymn of confession 201, vv. 1, 3, 4 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace taken from Romans 5 and Colossians 1 

 

Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us. For he has rescued us from the dominion of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

* Hymn of assurance 207 “Good Christian Men, Rejoice” 

 

 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings 

 

 Offertory “Christ Is Nigh” Chancel Choir 

  tune: Old Scottish tune arr. Mark Schweizer Caroline Drexler, violin 
  text: c. 5th-10th cent. Latin hymn; trans: Edward Caswall  

 

Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding; “Christ is nigh,” it seems to say, 

“Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day.” 

Wakened by the solemn warning, let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, our Sun, all ill dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.  

 

He comes down like fragrant showers, raining on the fruitful earth,  

love and joy and hope, like flowers springing on his path to birth:  

see before him on the mountains peace, the valiant herald, go;  

righteousness, in flowing fountains, from the hills to valleys flow. 

  

Kings and monarchs bow before him, myrrh and gold and incense bring;  

for all nations shall adore him, laud and praise, their offering;  

unto him shall prayer unceasing, with our daily vows ascend;  

his great kingdom still increasing, kingdom that shall have no end.  

 

Lo, the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heav’n;  

let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all to be forgiven. 

Honor, glory, might, and blessing be to God: the Father, Son;  

and the everlasting Spirit, while eternal ages run. 

 



Matthew 2:1-12 
 

1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 
east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 

We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” 3When King Herod heard this 

he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all the people’s 

chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  
5”In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 6”’But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of 

you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod called 
the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8He sent 

them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you 

find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9After they had heard the 

king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they were 

overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not  
to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

* Doxology 731 

 

*  Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving 

 

*  Scripture reading from Matthew 2:1-12 Dan Wykoff (9:30) 

 p. 1497 in pew Bible and text printed on following page Laura Broussard (11:00) 

 

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word  
 

 Sermon “We Have Seen Him: Responding to the True King” 

  Joe Novenson, senior teaching pastor 

 

 Pastoral prayer 

 

* Hymn of response 213 “What Child Is This” 

 

* Benediction 

 

* Congregational response  “Threefold Amen” 

 

* Postlude “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
  J. S. Bach 

 

* Congregation standing as you are able 



Sermon Notes 

“We Have Seen Him: Responding to the True King” 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

1. Contrasting Kingdoms 
  

 Herod 

 
 
 

 
 

 Jesus 
 

 

 

 

 

2. Contrasting Responses 

  

 Disturbed: Herod (vv. 3, 7-8) 

 

 

 

 
 

 Detached: religious leaders (vv. 4-6) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Delighted: wise men (vv. 1-2, 9-12) 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Idea: Jesus’ coming unmasks whose rule we truly love. 



Weekly Announcements 

 
Every year we carol to members and friends of LMPC who cannot join us for 
Christmas services. We will meet at 6:00 p.m. tonight in the chapel before heading 
out. Please sing with us! 
  
Our annual Christmas Eve services will take place this Saturday, December 24, at 
3:00, 5:00, and 6:30 p.m. Please join us for a special service of lessons, carols, and 
candlelight. Nursery will be provided at the 3:00 and 5:00 p.m. services only.  
 
Our Christmas Eve choir is open to all interested singers, middle school-age and up. 
Our next rehearsal will be this Wednesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the choir 
room. You may sign up to sing at one, two, or all three Christmas Eve services. Please 
let any member of our worship team (David Henry, Joy Gibbons, or Hannah Lutz) 
know as soon as possible in order that we may plan accordingly. 
  
On Christmas Day, we will hold 11:00 a.m. services only in the sanctuary and 
fellowship hall. No nursery will be provided, and there will be no evening prayer. 
Please join us as we celebrate Christ's birth! 
 
Our New Year's Eve service with Communion will take place at 6:00 p.m. in the 
sanctuary on December 31. Please note that we will have 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. services 
only on January 1, with nursery provided at 11:00 a.m only, and no evening prayer.  
 
Beginning Sunday, January 15, we will offer our annual Communicant Class for 
youth interested in joining the church. For more information and to sign up, please 
contact Kelly Perkins at kelly@lmpc.org with the students’ names and ages. Deadline 
to sign up is Tuesday, January 3. 
 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news 



FINANCE UPDATE: SUPPORTING THE MISSION OF LMPC 

2016 GIVING UPDATE THROUGH 12/12 

2016 Annual Budget: $4.33 million 

2016 Giving YTD: $3.84 million 

Remaining Gifts Needed: $491,000 (12.3% of budget) 

Outstanding Pledge Balance: $341,000 

Unpledged Giving Needed: $154,000 

 With the Christmas season upon us, we ask that you keep up the momentum 

in giving and prayerfully consider how much you can give as the year closes. 

You can give online at lmpc.org/give or through the Church Life app.  

 If you shop through Amazon Smile and choose LMPC as the charity of your 

choice, Amazon will give a small percentage of each purchase to LMPC. Visit 

smile.amazon.com to find out more. 

 Please note that year-end gifts must either be received in the church office by 

Friday, December 30, or have a USPS postmark no later than December 31 to 

be deductible in 2016. We are grateful to God for the generosity here at LMPC. 

2017 PLEDGING UPDATE 

$2.9 million (64.4% of the budget) has been pledged so far. We're asking 

everyone to submit your 2017 giving plans by the end of 2016. If you have not yet 

done so, please fill out a giving plan card and return it to the church office, or 

send it in online at lmpc.org/giving-2017. 
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Today at LMPC—Sunday, December 18 
 

Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Christmas caroling (meet in chapel) 6:00 p.m. 
LMPC College Friends Christmas Open House (JHYB) 7:00 p.m. 

 
For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary. 

Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world. 

Elders meet to pray in Pastor Novenson’s office at 10:30 a.m. each Sunday morning.  
If you would like them to pray for you and your specific needs, they welcome you to 
join them. 
 

Devices to amplify sound during the Sunday morning worship services are available. 
If you would like one, please arrive a few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you. 
 
Children are welcome to participate in all worship services, no matter the age of the 
child. Worship sheets and crayons are available in the narthex and at the front of the 
sanctuary to help children interact with the sermon. 


