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 Welcome and greetings Derek Halvorson, President of Covenant College

* Call to worship  Psalm 47:1-2, 5-8

Leader:  Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. How 
awesome is the Lord most High, the great King over all the earth!

All:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the Lord amid the sounding of 
trumpets. Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, 
sing praises. For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm 
of praise. God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy 
throne.  

* Hymn of praise “Across the Lands”

You’re the Word of God the Father from before the world began.
Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet has been fashioned by your hand.
All creation holds together by the power of your voice.
Let the skies declare your glory; let the land and seas rejoice!

Refrain: You’re the Author of creation;
you’re the Lord of ev’ry man;
and your cry of love rings out across the lands.

Yet you left the gaze of angels, came to seek and save the lost
and exchanged the joy of heaven for the anguish of a cross.
With a prayer you fed the hungry; with a word you calmed the sea;
yet how silently you suffered, that the guilty may go free! Refrain

With a shout you rose victorious, wresting vict’ry from the grave
and ascended into heaven, leading captives in your way.
Now you stand before the Father, interceding for your own;
from each tribe and tongue and nation you are leading sinners home! Refrain
words Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2002 Thankyou Music, LLC, ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036

* Prayer of adoration 

Call to confession  taken from Isaiah 30

In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, 
but you would have none of it. Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; he rises 
to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait 
for him! How gracious he will be when you cry for help!
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Silent prayers of confession 

Assurance of God’s pardoning grace  Colossians 1:19-22

God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ, and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once you were alienated 
from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But 
now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.

* Hymn of assurance “Here is Love”

Here is love vast as the ocean, loving-kindness as a flood,
when the Prince of life, our ransom, shed for us his precious blood.
Here is love, Lord we remember; from our hearts we lift your praise,
raising high the living anthem all will sing through endless days.

On the mount of crucifixion fountains opened deep and wide.
Through the floodgates of your mercy flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Here is love like mighty rivers poured unceasing from above:
heaven’s peace and perfect justice kissed a guilty world in love.

Let me all thy love accepting, love thee ever all my days,
let me seek thy kingdom only and my life be to thy praise.
Thou alone shalt be my glory, nothing in the world I see.
Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me, thou thyself has set me free.
Here is love, Lord we remember; from our hearts we lift your praise,
raising high the living anthem all will sing through endless days.
words by William Rees, 1802-1883

Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

Offertory hymn “Jesus, I Come”

Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come; 
into thy freedom, gladness, and light, Jesus, I come to thee;
out of my sickness, into thy health, out of my wanting and into thy wealth, 
out of my sin and into thyself, Jesus, I come to thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come;
into thy blessed will to abide, Jesus, I come to thee;
out of myself to dwell in thy love, out of despair, into raptures above, 
upward forever on wings like a dove, Jesus, I come to thee.

continued



Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come; 
into the joy and light of thy home, Jesus, I come to thee;
out of the depths of ruin untold, into the peace of thy sheltering fold, 
ever thy glorious face to behold, Jesus, I come to thee.
words by William T. Sleeper, 1887

Sacrament of baptism (9:30) Rochelle and Cal Marshall bringing Charlotte Taylor Marshall 
 (11:00) Shannon and Jack Silberman bringing Sullivan Silberman

* Scripture reading from James 1:19-27  Claire Lindeman (9:30)
text printed on following page  Laura Heald (11:00)

This is the Word of the Lord,
thanks be to God.

 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon “God’s Word and Our Path to Wisdom”
 Jared Huffman, associate pastor

Pastoral prayer 

* Hymn of response  “Speak, O Lord”

Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
to receive the food of your Holy Word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
shape and fashion us in your likeness; 
that the light of Christ might be seen today  
in our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
all your purposes for your glory.

Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
holy reverence, true humility; 
test our thoughts and our attitudes 
in the radiance of your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see 
your majestic love and authority. 
Words of pow’r that can never fail— 
let their truth prevail over unbelief.



Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
help us grasp the heights of your plans for us— 
truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
that will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises, 
and by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till your church is built 
and the earth is filled with your glory.
words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend 
©2005 Thankyou Music, ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036

* Benediction

* Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.

* Postlude

* Congregation standing as you are able 

Musicians for this week:

Noah Barnett – cello
Kellie Currin – vocalist
Maria Hammond – vocalist
David Henry – guitar, vocalist

Hannah Lutz – viola
Meg Miller – vocalist
Salley Kate Pierce – piano

Celebrating the baptism of Charlotte Taylor Marshall at the 9:30 service in the fellowship 
hall today are her parents, Rochelle and Cal Marshall, and her grandparents, Carmen and Jeff 
Taylor and Susan and Calvin Marshall.

Celebrating the baptism of Sullivan Silberman at the 11:00 service in the fellowship hall 
today are his parents, Shannon and Jack Silberman, and his grandparents, Michele and Jack 
Silberman and Frances and Mike Smith.



World Missions Highlight

If you picked up a copy of “30 Days of Prayer for The Muslim World” during our World 
Missions Conference, please remember that Ramadan began yesterday, May 27, and will 
continue through Sunday, June 25. If you did not pick up a copy, please still consider 
making prayer for the Muslim community a priority during these dates. Our 2017 World 
Missions Prayer Guide (available outside the Missions Office) would also make a great 
resource for prayer.

Ascension of our Lord

Ascension Day, the fortieth day after Easter, marks the day on which Jesus went to the 
Mount of Olives with his disciples and ascended to heaven before their eyes (Acts 1:1-12).

The ascension of Christ is filled with theological significance. Christ’s ascension means 
that in heaven there is one who, knowing firsthand the experience of suffering and 
temptation, prays for us (Hebrews 7:25). The ascension is a witness and guarantee of our 
own bodily resurrection, as well as an invitation for us to set our hearts and minds “on 
things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1-2) to rule over all 
things in heaven and throughout the universe (Eph.1:10, 20-23). Finally, the ascension of 
Jesus serves as the prelude to Pentecost, when the power of the risen Christ came upon all 
believers through the Holy Spirit.

Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook, © 2004, CRC

James 1:19-27

19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 
to become angry, 20for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the 
word planted in you, which can save you. 22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says 
is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law 
that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he 
will be blessed in what he does. 26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep 
a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 27Religion that 
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.



Big Idea: When God’s wisdom shapes our lives we receive his Word and 
respond to it.

When God’s wisdom shapes our lives we:

1. receive his Word

a. humbly (v. 21)

b. intently (vv. 23-25)

2. respond to his Word (v. 22)

a. by speaking carefully (vv. 19-20)

b. by showing mercy (v. 27)

c. by pursuing purity (vv. 21, 27)

Sermon Notes
“God’s Word and Our Path to Wisdom”

James 1:19-27
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Our mission: glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 
on the mountain, in the city, and around the world.

Weekly Announcements

Today is the final day for regular Sunday School for children, adults, and youth. Please 
join us for a combined Summer Adult Sunday School beginning June 4 at 9:30 a.m. in the 
Conference Room (211). We will hear from several wonderful teachers and enjoy coffee 
and fellowship. All are welcome! Please note: there is no children’s Sunday School this 
summer. 

Sing with us this summer: our Summer Choir is open to everyone aged middle school 
and older. All rehearsals will be on Sunday mornings at 8:45-9:25 a.m. and/or 
11:00-11:45 a.m. For more information and exact rehearsal dates, please visit 
lmpc.org/summer-choir or email joy@lmpc.org. The first rehearsal will be a men’s 
ensemble on June 4. 

Come meet the LMPC youth summer interns on Sunday, June 4 in the LMPC courtyard 
from 9:00-9:30 a.m. and 10:30-11:00 a.m. Everyone is invited to drop by and introduce 
yourself to these young leaders who will be working with the LMPC youth staff for the 
summer.

The June VIP event will be on Tuesday, June 6 at the Buttonwillow Civil War Dinner 
Theater. The cost for the day will be $35 per person and the registration deadline is this 
Wednesday, May 31. For more information and to register, visit lmpc.org/vip. You can 
also register by sending a check to the LMPC office. Please join us!

Women’s Summer Suppers are back! The first one will be held on Wednesday, June 7. 
All adult women are welcome, and each supper will include 8-12 women of all 
generations and take place in homes of women from LMPC. To sign up, please email 
women@lmpc.org. If you would like to host a supper, email susie@lmpc.org. 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/news

Today at LMPC—Sunday, May 28

Nursery 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Morning worship (sanctuary) 8:10, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
Morning worship (fellowship hall) 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School for all ages (various locations) 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Evening Prayer with Missionary Report from Diana Notaro (chapel) 6:00 p.m.

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/calendar or check the calendar in the hallway outside the sanctuary.


