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The Offense of Christ and the Cost of Discipleship
Matthew 26:57-75

When Jesus is put on trial, we must face:

1) Our dangerous presumptions (vs. 57-63a)




[bookmark: _GoBack]• "If you come to recognize the beliefs on which your doubts about Christianity are based, and if you seek as much proof for those beliefs as you seek from Christians for theirs – you will discover that your doubts are not as solid as they first appeared.” Tim Keller, Reason for God




2) His exclusive claims (vs. 63b-64)




• “To stay away from Christianity because part of the Bible’s teaching is offensive to you
assumes that if there is a God he wouldn’t have any views that upset you. Does that belief make sense? If you don’t trust the Bible enough to let it challenge and correct your thinking, how could you ever have a personal relationship with God? In any truly personal relationship, the other person has to be able to contradict you.” Tim Keller, Reason for God




3) The high cost of following Him (vs. 65-75)




• Why did Peter deny him? His self-confidence was too high, and his Christ-confidence was too low; so the cost was too high!




• Why did Peter eventually die for him? His self-confidence was low, and his Christ-confidence high; so no cost was too high!
