
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

JANUARY 7, 2024    ·    FELLOWSHIP HALL SERVICE

More of thy presence, Lord, impart,
more of thine image let me bear;

erect thine throne within my heart,
and reign without a rival there.

— John Newton



 * Welcome and greetings	 Wil Nettleton, pastor of mission & worship

* Call to worship	 from Psalm 135

Leader: 	 Praise the Lord. Praise the name of the Lord; praise him, you servants 
of the Lord, you who minister in the house of the Lord, in the courts of 
the house of our God.

All: 	 Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing praise to his name, for that 
is pleasant. For the Lord has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be 
his treasured possession.

Leader: 	 We know that the Lord is great, that our Lord is greater than all gods. 
The Lord does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, 
in the seas and all their depths. He makes clouds rise from the ends 
of the earth; he sends lightning with the rain and brings out the wind 
from his storehouses.

All: 	 Your name, O Lord, endures forever, your renown, O Lord, through 
all generations. For the Lord will vindicate his people and have 
compassion on his servants. Praise the Lord!

* Hymn of praise	 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who, like me, his praise should sing?
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the everlasting King.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favor to our fathers in distress;
praise him, still the same forever, slow to chide and swift to bless.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, glorious in his faithfulness.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, glorious in his faithfulness.

Frail as summer’s flower we flourish, blows the wind and it is gone;
but while mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the High Eternal One.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the High Eternal One.

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able.



Angels, help us to adore him; ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise with us the God of grace.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise with us the God of grace.
text by Henry Lyte, 1834; music by Christopher Miner, 1997

* Prayer of adoration and the Lord’s prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

 * Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory hymn	 “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”	

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure,
that he should give his only Son to make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss; the Father turns his face away,
as wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory.

Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon his shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there until it was accomplished;
his dying breath has brought me life; I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ, his death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward? I cannot give an answer.
But this I know with all my heart: his wounds have paid my ransom.
text and music by Stuart Townend © 1995 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music, ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic. #152036

* Scripture reading from Luke 16:10-18	 David Fowler

10“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 
dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been 
faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And 
if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that 
which is your own? 13No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and money.” 



14The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they 
ridiculed him. 15And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves 
before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an 
abomination in the sight of God. 16The Law and the Prophets were until John; 
since then the good news of the kingdom of God is preached, and everyone 
forces his way into it. 17But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than 
for one dot of the Law to become void. 18Everyone who divorces his wife and 
marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from 
her husband commits adultery.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

	 Sermon 	 “Jesus’ Teaching on Stewardship”
		  John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

1.	 Jesus calls for faithful disciples who serve him alone. (vv. 10-13)

2.	 Jesus rebukes the religious in their double lives. (vv. 14-18)

	 Pastoral prayer

This morning we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. This celebration is a sacred time during which God’s 
people enjoy communion with him and unity with each other. We believe that the Lord’s Supper 
is meant for the body of Christ as a gathered, corporate reality and not merely for personal or 
individual edification. For this reason, the livestream is ending at the conclusion of the sermon and 
will not include the celebration of the sacrament.

Musicians for this week:

Amy Barham – vocals
Josué Gelabert – violin
David Henry – guitar, vocals

Maddie Lee – piano
Hannah Lutz – viola
Hannah Perry – vocals



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING will be in the chapel at 6:00 p.m. with a time of 
missionary prayer.

WEDNESDAY EVENING ACTIVITIES all resume this Wednesday, January 10, including 
choir rehearsals, Kids’ Clubs, and fellowship dinner. Register for children’s choirs on 
Realm Connect. Addison Soltau will teach a new class for adults, “The Bible’s Grand 
Narrative,” at 4:30 p.m. in the Conference Room.

WOMEN’S WINTER SUPPER is a great opportunity to connect with women across various 
ages and stages of life. Join us for a fellowship dinner at an individual home on Thursday, 
January 18 at 6:00 p.m. Bring your friends, and register on Realm Connect by January 15. 

COLLEGE STUDENTS, join us for lunch on January 28 at 12:15 p.m. in the Jane Harris 
Youth Building.

A WOMEN’S WINTER MINI RETREAT will be held at the Young Life Building downtown 
from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on February 3. Liz Edrington will speak on Gospel-shaped 
community and we will also enjoy worship and breakfast together. Please register on 
Realm Connect; cost is $25.

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.

RECEIVE LMPC’S WEEKLY NEWS EMAIL
Don’t miss out on upcoming church events, building updates, resources, and other news. 
Stay informed by contacting onrealm@lmpc.org to update your email preferences.


