
 

 

“T E M P A T I O N S ,  F A I T H ,  A N D  D U T Y ”   

DATE :   January 21, 2024  

SPEAKER :  A a r o n / F r a n k  
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Family Dinner Table 

PRAY FOR HOME MISSIONS  
Hope fo r the In ne r City ,   
st rat egic  p ar tne r  m i ni st r y  

PRAY FOR WORLD MISSIONS  
T s e n d e e ,  s up p or t e d n a t i o n a l  p a r t n e r  

Further up, Further in 
Resources for Continued Study 

1Ryle, J.C. Expository Thought on The Gospel of Luke. January 17, 2024. https://www.ccel.org/ccel/bunyan/pilgrim.v.iv.html 
2Source Unknown. Corrie ten Boom. January 17, 2024. https://bible.org/illustration/corrie-ten-boom 

For individual study or group discussion 

In Luke 17:1-10, Jesus shifts his focus from the Pharisees to the disciples. At first 
glance, the passage about millstones, mustard seeds, and mulberry trees seems 
disjointed and unrelated. Luke seems to be jumping from one subject to another, 
but the common thread with today’s lesson is that, at every point, Jesus is deal-
ing with the disciples’ spiritual development. As Jesus instructs his disciples on 
the diverse topics of temptations, faith, and duty, he marks the centrality of faith 
and forgiveness as a fundamental posture for all that would follow him. 

A Weighty Warning from Jesus (vv. 1-4)  

Chapter 17 begins with a weighty warning from Jesus as he declares that a death 
by drowning with a millstone tied around one’s neck is preferred to causing 
others to sin. According to theologian J.C. Ryle, followers of Christ should espe-
cially take heed to walk obediently and introspectively: “Let us often ask ourselves 
whether we are doing good or harm in the world. If we are Christians—we cannot 
live to ourselves. The eyes of many will always be upon us. Men will judge the gospel 
by what they see—far more than by what they hear. If they see the Christian contra-
dicting by his practice, what he professes to believe—then they are justly stumbled 
and offended.”1  

• Read Romans 14:13-23 and 1 Corinthians 8:7-12. How does Paul describe 
being a stumbling block and causing others to sin? 

• Discuss verses 3–4. Why is it hard to rebuke sin? Why is it even harder to 
forgive?  (cf. Matthew 18:15-22) 

• Through forgiveness, Jesus provides the remedy to prevent bitterness from 
rising up in our hearts. Read Genesis 50:15-21 and Job 42:7-10. Describe 
how the power of forgiveness transformed the lives of Joseph and Job, as 
well as the impact it had on those around them. 

• Read Jonah 4:1-4. Discuss the effects an unforgiving spirit had on Jonah. 

A Misguided Request from the Disciples (vv. 5-6)  

When the disciples ask Christ to “Increase our faith!” once again Jesus redirects 
the conversation to get to the heart of the issue. It’s not the size of their faith 
that matters, but the object of their faith. God is the one that moves mulberry 
trees and mountains, not the faith itself. 

• How can our faith in Christ enable us to freely forgive? (cf. Hebrews 11:6; 
Matthew 6:9-15) 

• Read Colossians 3:12-17. Describe the character of one who readily forgives 
others.   

A Humble Response of Servants (vv. 7-10)  

Jesus uses a simple parable to illustrate the true relationship we have with our 
God. God is our Creator and Master. We are his creatures, his servants. If we live 
a life in perfect obedience to him, we have only done our duty. We have earned 
nothing from God. At the heart of the parable is a lesson in humility, and it 
stands in stark contrast to the Pharisaical system of earned righteousness that 
we have seen in previous studies. Humble faithfulness to God is the antidote for 
pride.  


