
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

FEBRUARY 25, 2024    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

O, make your Word a swift Word, passing from the ear to the heart,
from the heart to the lip and conversation; that, as the rain returns not empty,

so neither may your Word, but accomplish that for which it is given.
— George Herbert



	 Prelude	 “This Little Light of Mine”	 Covenant Singers

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

All day and all night, I’m gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

My God gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
traditional spiritual, arr. Robert T. Gibson, 2018

	 Welcome and greetings	 John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

	 Introit	 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”	 Covenant Singers

I want to walk as a child of the light; I want to follow Jesus.
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus.

Refrain:	 In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
	 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus.

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus.
Clear sun of righteousness shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father. Refrain
text and music by Kathleen Thomerson, arr. Tom Trenney, 2019

* Call to worship	 from Job 38

Leader: 	 Who laid the earth’s foundation and marked off its dimensions? 
Who stretched a measuring line across it? On what were its footings 
set, or who laid its cornerstone—while the morning stars sang 
together and all the angels shouted for joy?

All: 	 The Lord God Almighty!

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



Leader: 	 Who has given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its 
place? Who has journeyed to the springs of the sea and walked in 
the recesses of the deep? Who has been shown the gates of death? 
And who knows the way to the abode of light?

All: 	 The Lord God Almighty!

Leader: 	 Who knows the way to the place where lightning is dispersed? 
Who cuts a channel for the torrents of rain, and a path for the 
thunderstorm? Who waters a land where no man lives, to satisfy a 
desolate wasteland and make it sprout with grass?

All: 	 The Lord God Almighty! Praise his name forever.

* Hymn of praise 181, vv. 1, 2, 4, 5	 “We Come, O Christ, to You”

We come, O Christ, to you, true Son of God and man,
by whom all things consist, in whom all life began:
in you alone we live and move, and have our being in your love.

You are the Way to God, your blood our ransom paid;
in you we face our Judge and Maker unafraid.
Before the throne absolved we stand, your love has met your law’s demand.

You only are true Life, to know you is to live
the more abundant life that earth can never give:
O risen Lord! We live in you: in us each day your life renew!

We worship you, Lord Christ, our Savior and our King,
to you our youth and strength adoringly we bring:
so fill our hearts, that all may view your life in us, and turn to you.
text by E. Margaret Clarkson, 1957, 1985; music by John Darwall, 1770, darwall

* Prayer of adoration 

	 Affirmation of faith	 The Heidelberg Catechism, question 1

Leader: 	 What is your only comfort in life and in death?

All: 	 That I am not my own, but belong body and soul, in life and in death, 
to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins 
with his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of 
the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can 
fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven: in fact, 
all things must work together for my salvation. Because I belong to 
him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes 
me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.



	 Call to confession	 1 Peter 1:14-19 

Do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just 
as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 
because I am holy.” Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work 
impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. For you know that 
it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed 
from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

	 Silent prayers of confession	

	 Choral prayer	 “God Be in My Head”	 Covenant Singers

God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 
God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in my heart and in my thinking.
God be at mine end and at my departing.
text from the Sarum Primer; music by John Rutter, 1970

	 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace		  based on 1 John 3 and Ephesians 2

Leader: 	 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are!

All: 	 For because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions. 
For it is by grace we have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from ourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one 
can boast.

* Hymn of assurance 703, vv. 1, 3, 4	 “Loved with Everlasting Love”

Loved with everlasting love, drawn by grace that love to know,
Spirit sent from Christ above, thou dost witness it is so.
O this full and precious peace from his presence all divine;
in a love that cannot cease, I am his and he is mine;
in a love that cannot cease, I am his and he is mine.

Taste the goodness of the Lord: welcomed home to his embrace,
all his love as blood outpoured seals the pardon of his grace.
Can I doubt his love for me, when I trace that love’s design?
By the cross of Calvary I am his and he is mine.
By the cross of Calvary I am his and he is mine.



His forever, only his—who the Lord and me shall part?
Ah, with what a rest of bliss Christ can fill the loving heart.
Heav’n and earth may fade and flee, firstborn light in gloom decline,
but while God and I shall be, I am his and he is mine;
but while God and I shall be, I am his and he is mine.
text by George W. Robinson, 1890; music by James Mountain, ca. 1890, everlasting love

	 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory	 “O Love”	 Covenant Singers

O Love that will not let me go,
O Love, I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thy ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be.

O Joy that seeks me through the pain,
O Joy, I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be.

O Love that will not let me go.
text by George Matheson, 1882; music by Elaine Hagenberg © 2016 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. CCLI Lic. #152036

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from Luke 18:15-30	 Amos Oster

15Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And 
when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16But Jesus called them to him, 
saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of God. 17Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 

18And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 19And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
except God alone. 20You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery, 



Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your father and 
mother.’”

21And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” 22When Jesus heard this, 
he said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 23But 
when he heard these things, he became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 
24Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who 
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27But he said, “What is 
impossible with man is possible with God.” 28And Peter said, “See, we have left 
our homes and followed you.” 29And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there 
is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the 
sake of the kingdom of God, 30who will not receive many times more in this 
time, and in the age to come eternal life.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “Needy Children and a Rich Ruler”
	 Wil Nettleton, pastor of mission & worship

1.	 The necessity of dependence (vv. 15-17)

2.	 The danger of independence (vv. 18-25)

3.	 The vindication of dependence (vv. 26-30)

BIG IDEA:	 Entrance into the Kingdom of God is granted to those who embrace a child-like 
dependence on God and forsake every other source of sufficiency.

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 562, vv. 1, 2, 4	 “All to Jesus I Surrender”

All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I freely give;
may I ever love and trust him, in his presence daily live.

Refrain: 	 I surrender all, I surrender all.
	 All to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all.



IN MEMORIAM
Ian Neil Hamilton

July 3, 1936 – February 21, 2024

Celebrating the baptism of Felix Alexander Reeder at the 9:30 service in the fellowship hall 
today are his parents, Charlotte and John Reeder, his grandparents, Amy and Scott Huber, and 
his great-grandparents, Nancy and Frank Huber.

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of John 
Rowell Bennett.

All to Jesus I surrender, humbly at his feet I bow,
worldly pleasures all forsaken, take me, Jesus, take me now. Refrain

All to Jesus I surrender, Lord, I give myself to thee;
fill me with thy love and power, let thy blessing fall on me. Refrain
text by Judson W. VanDeVenter, 1896; music by Winfield S. Weeden, 1896, surrender

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude

Musicians for this week:

Christine Hassevoort – choral director
Joshua Knight – organ

Jenny Parker – piano
Payton Prys – cello

Covenant Singers:

Christley Bergeron
Acacia Buschbach
Kathleen DuRoy
Mary Boyde Funches
Priscilla Jiang

AJ Mirabella
Emmaline Mountan
Mackenzie Protos
Sara Rogers
Ollie Sutter


