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In Matthew 2:1-12 we encounter the familiar Christmas story of Jesus’ birth where Magi 
travel from the East to pay homage to the “king of the Jews” as they follow his star. In 
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, these unlikely visitors respond to the birth of 
Christ the King with joyful worship. Today’s passage outlines three possible responses to 
the birth of Christ the King: hostility to the King, indifference to the King, or joyful worship of 
the King. 

Hostility to the King (vv. 1-3, 7-8, 12)  

Guided by the star, the wise men travel to Jerusalem. While in the capital city of Judea 
they inquire of Herod, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star 
when it rose and have come to worship him” (v. 2). Known for systematically killing off 
anyone considered as a threat to his rule1, troubled Herod seeks to locate his rival in 
order to destroy him (vv. 12-13). According to theologian, F. Dale Bruner, “In Herod we 
see in person what theology calls Original Sin. Herod is not merely the Gospel villain; he is 
Everyman. Herod teaches that a reaction of raw human nature to the kingship of Jesus is 
rebellion. If Jesus is Lord, then we are not.”1  

• Herod’s fear and trouble resided in the Christ child’s threat to his identity. In the 
kingdoms of our lives, how can Jesus’ identity as King challenge or threaten you?   

• The opening of Matthew’s gospel introduces Jesus as the Son of David and the Son of 
Abraham (1:1). Read Genesis 12:1-3. What is significant about God’s promise to 
Abraham as it relates to the Magi from the East?  

Indifference to the King (vv. 4-6)  

The foreign visitors seek answers from Herod. They want to know where to find the 
newborn King. Herod does not have answers but seeks out the teachers of the law who 
point him to the prophecy of Micah 5. Excited, the Magi leave Jerusalem to seek out the 
child in Bethlehem. But the response of the leaders of the church is not excitement that 
the king has finally come to his people, they are indifferent. Bruner states, “It is precisely 
now that the irony occurs. The despised astrologers, who have nothing but their natural idols, 
are led to Israel, who has the written Word of God. And when the Word is heard, it is the 
pagans who follow it, while the leadership of the people of God sit complacently or 
conspiratorially at home.”2  

• The star (general revelation) leads the Magi to Jerusalem. But it isn’t enough. What 
is it that leads them to Christ? 

• Both the church leaders and Magi hear about the birth of the Messiah. Compare the 
indifference of the chief priests and scribes to the respect that the Magi have toward 
the Christ child. How does this illuminate your understanding of the upside-down 
Kingdom of God?  

Joyful worship of the King (vv. 1-2, 9-11)  

When the Magi arrive in Bethlehem, they are overcome with joy. And their response to 
being in the presence of the Christ child is that they fall down and worship him (v. 11). 
These wealthy, scholarly men from the East recognize they are not worthy to be in the 
presence of such majesty and glory. They worship the child by presenting him with 
kingly gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   

• Read Psalm 72:10-11, 15 and Isaiah 60:1-6. In these passages we read of prophecies 
about kings bringing gifts and nations bowing down before Israel’s King. Does 
knowing that God fulfills his promises lead you to joyful worship of the King? 

• Describe the hostility against God seen in our world today. How about indifference? 
There’s a little bit of Herod in each of us wanting to be king at all costs. Are we 
willing to sacrifice our time, our treasures, even ourselves so that we can joyfully 
worship him?  


