
MARCH 23, 2025    ·    FELLOWSHIP HALL SERVICE    ·    9:30 AND 11:00 A.M.

IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

O God, living and true, look upon your people, whose dry and stony hearts are parched with 
thirst. Unseal the living water of your Spirit; let it become within us an ever-flowing spring, 

leading up to eternal life. Thus may we worship you in spirit and in truth through Christ, 
our deliverance and hope, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

holy and mighty God for ever and ever. Amen.
—from Opening Prayers



	 Welcome and greetings		  Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor

* Call to worship	 from Psalm 104

Leader: 	 Praise the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, you are very great; you are 
clothed with splendor and majesty.

All: 	 How many are your works, O Lord! In wisdom you made them all; 
the earth is full of your creatures.

Leader: 	 May the glory of the Lord endure forever; may the Lord rejoice in his 
works—he who looks at the earth, and it trembles, who touches the 
mountains, and they smoke.

All: 	 I will sing to the Lord all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long as 
I live. May my meditation be pleasing to him, as I rejoice in the Lord. 
Praise the Lord, O my soul. Praise the Lord!

* Hymn of praise	 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven, to his feet thy tribute bring;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, who, like me, his praise should sing?
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the everlasting King.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the everlasting King.

Order of Worship

WELCOME TO LMPC! We’re so glad you are with us today. Please scan the QR code on the 
back of your bulletin to share important information with us through an online form. As we come 
together to worship the living God, we ask that you silence all communication devices and refrain 
from bringing beverages into worship so that we might, in joyful reverence, give our full attention 
to praising and honoring our God. We encourage you to read the text on the front of the bulletin as 
we prepare to worship together.

CHILDCARE: Children of any age are welcome in our worship services. If you desire to use our 
nursery for your children ages 0-3, please see one of our ushers for directions. The ushers can also 
point you to crayons and children’s bulletins.

* Congregation standing as you are able



Frail as summer’s flower we flourish, blows the wind and it is gone;
but while mortals rise and perish, God endures unchanging on.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the High Eternal One.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise the High Eternal One.

Fatherlike, he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows;
in his hands he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, widely as his mercy goes.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, widely as his mercy goes.

Angels, help us to adore him; ye behold him face to face;
sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise with us the God of grace.
Praise him, praise him, praise him, praise him, praise with us the God of grace.
text by Henry Lyte, 1834; music by Christopher Miner, 1997

* Prayer of adoration

	 Call to confession		  from 1 Peter 1:14-19

Do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just 
as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, 
because I am holy.” Since you call on a Father who judges each man’s work 
impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear. For you know that 
it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed 
from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

	 Hymn of confession	 “Depth of Mercy”	

Depth of mercy! Can there be mercy reaching even me?
God, the Just, his wrath forbears; me, the chief of sinners, spares.
So many times my heart has strayed from his kind and perfect ways,
making clear my desp’rate need for his blood poured out for me.

Give me grace, Lord, let me own all the wrongs that I have done.
Let me now my sins deplore, look to you and sin no more.
There, for me, the Savior stands holding forth his wounded hands,
scars which ever cry for me; once condemned but now set free.
text by Charles Wesley, 1740; music by Bob Kauflin, 1997

	 Silent prayers of confession	



* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 from 2 Timothy 1:9-10

God has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have 
done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in 
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through 
the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

* Hymn of assurance	 “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take him at his word;
just to rest upon his promise; just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.”

Refrain: 	 Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er!
	 Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! O for grace to trust him more! 

O how sweet to trust in Jesus, just to trust his cleansing blood;
just in simple faith to plunge me ’neath the healing, cleansing flood! Refrain

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus, just from sin and self to cease;
just from Jesus simply taking life and rest, and joy and peace. Refrain 
text by Louisa M. R. Stead, 1882; music by William J. Kirkpatrick, 1882

 * Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory hymn	 “May the Mind of Christ My Savior”	

May the mind of Christ my Savior live in me from day to day,
by his love and power controlling all I do and all I say.
May the Word of God dwell richly in my heart from hour to hour,
so that all may see I triumph only through his power.

May the peace of God my Father rule my life in everything,
that I may be calm to comfort sick and sorrowing.
May the love of Jesus fill me as the waters fill the sea;
him exalting, self abasing, this is victory.

May I run the race before me, strong and brave to face the foe,
looking only unto Jesus as I onward go.
May his beauty rest upon me as I seek the lost to win,
and may they forget the channel, seeing only him.
text by Kate Wilkinson, 1925; music by DH, 2016



* Scripture reading from Luke 23:26-31	 Tripp Johnston (9:30)
	 text printed in the bulletin		  Tay Tay Helm (11:00)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

	 Sermon 	 “The Agony of Jesus”
		  John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 	 “And Can It Be That I Should Gain”

And can it be that I should gain an int’rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

He left his Father’s throne above (so free, so infinite his grace!),
humbled himself (so great his love!), and bled for all his chosen race.
’Tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O my God, it found out me.
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in him, is mine!
Alive in him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine,
bold I approach th’eternal throne, and claim the crown, through Christ, my own.
Amazing love! How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
text by Charles Wesley, 1738; music by Thomas Campbell, 1825

* Benediction

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Postlude



Musicians for this week:

Jonah Hitchcock – cello
Maddie Lee – piano
Hannah Lutz – viola
Matthew Mindeman – vocals

Jennifer Mixon – vocals
Hannah Perry – flute
Sara Satterfield – vocals
Chapman Whitted – guitar

Luke 23:26-31

26And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 

27And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning 
and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when 
they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never 
nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 
31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

1.	 The imposed burden: Simon is forced to carry the cross for the suffering Savior. (v. 26)

2.	 The impending judgment: Jesus compassionately redirects the women’s weeping to a 		
	 greater concern. (vv. 27-31)

Further Up, Further In, 
Resources for 

Continued Study

SERMON NOTES
“The Agony of Jesus”



SERMON NOTES
“The Agony of Jesus”

Luke 23:26-31

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

TODAY DURING THE OFFERING, you will be asked to bring your pledge card forward. If 
you’re not prepared to turn in a pledge card today, you may bring it to the church office 
this week, or make your pledge online at lmpc.org/give or on Realm Connect. 

WE WELCOME THE COVENANT SINGERS, under the direction of Christine Hassevoort, 
to our sanctuary worship services today. Next Sunday, March 30, we will welcome the 
Covenant College Chorale, under the direction of Dr. Scott Finch, to our sanctuary worship 
services.

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TOWARD EASTER FLOWERS in memory or in honor of a 
loved one, please do so through Realm Connect by April 7. For more information, please 
call the church office.

LMPC HAS A JOB OPENING for the position of Director of Choral Ministries. For more 
information and to apply, please contact David Henry at davidh@lmpc.org.

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.

Celebrating the baptism of Joseph Westley Lentini at the 9:30 service in the sanctuary today 
are his parents, Ciara and Joseph Lentini, and his grandparents, Denise and Westley Wilke and 
Susan and Joseph Lentini, and his great-grandmother, Marylou Winfield.



TODAY AT LMPC 
Sunday, March 23

	 9:30 a.m. 	 Worship service........................................................... sanctuary & fellowship hall
	 9:30 a.m. 	 Sunday school for adults (Redeemer class)............................................Room 211
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Worship service........................................................... sanctuary & fellowship hall
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for youth & children............................................ various locations
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for adults (Fellowship class)...........................................Room 211
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for adults (Kingdom class)........................... JHYB high school room
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for adults (Sojourners class)................................ Conference Room
	 4:00 p.m. 	 Middle school small groups........................................................ various locations

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/events; for information on groups and classes, visit lmpc.org/groups.

OUR MISSION
Glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world.

CONTACT US
	 Address:	 316 North Bragg Avenue
		  Lookout Mountain, TN  37350

	 Web: 	 lmpc.org

	 Email: 	 info@lmpc.org

	 Phone: 	 423.821.4528

Worship services with Communion are held on the first Sunday of every month 
in all morning services and in the evening on the third Sunday of every month. 
Devices to amplify sound are available. If you would like one, please arrive a 
few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you.

WE ARE GLAD YOU
ARE HERE TODAY!

We know it can be hard to 
connect with a new church. We 
want to help in any way we can. 
Please scan the QR code below 
and fill out an online information 
form. We will follow up with you 
about next steps. We are here to 
serve you! 

SET UP GIVING IN REALM CONNECT
Giving online through Realm or the Realm Connect App is easy and convenient! Just log in 
to your Realm Connect account, tap “Giving,” and tap the blue button that says “+Give” (or 
“Make a gift” if you’re on the app) to create a new gift. From there, set up a one-time or 
recurring gift. You also have the option to securely save your billing information in Realm 
for future gifts or event payments. Don’t have a Realm Connect account? Request one today 
by visiting lmpc.org/realm.


