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Since our last study, the pervading tone of the crowd has shifted from mourning to 
mocking, as Jesus hangs on the cross. When the innocent Son of God is crucified 
between two criminals, Luke’s stirring narrative bears witness to  
fulfillment of Jesus’ messianic role. Even as Luke 23:32-38 highlights Jesus’ royal 
identity, his threefold mission as prophet, priest, and king cannot be missed. Philip 
Ryken writes, “God has given notice that Jesus Christ is the saving King: the Prophet who 
predicted the fall of Jerusalem and the Priest who interceded for his enemies is also the 
King of God’s people.”1 

The Prophetic Fulfillment of Jesus (vv. 32-33, 34b)  

The somber prophecy of Isaiah 53:12b, foretelling the Messiah’s association with 
transgressors, finds its stark fulfillment in Luke’s account. The scene is set: Jesus, 
the innocent one, hangs between two condemned men, a portrayal of his being 
numbered with the transgressors. The scene is further punctuated by the soldiers 
casting lots for Jesus' garments, a detail echoing Psalm 22:16-18.   

• Read Isaiah 53. How does the cross show us that there is no redemption without 
wounds, no wholeness without brokenness, and no resurrection without death? 

• How does Jesus’ statement in Luke 18:31-34 underscore the prophetic aspect of 
his ministry, and how is it ultimately fulfilled in the events of Luke 23? 

The Astounding Grace of Jesus (v. 34a)  

Words of astounding grace pierce the darkness of the cross when Jesus utters, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (v. 34a). His plea isn’t 
generalized sentiment but a specific petition for those directly involved in his 
suffering.2 J.C. Ryle points out that the cross brings his intercessory role into sharp 
focus, “As soon as the blood of the Great Sacrifice began to flow, the Great High Priest 
began to intercede.”3 

• Read Luke 6:27-29. How does Jesus put into practice what he taught his 
followers about forgiveness? 

• How does the concept of Jesus as the Great High Priest in Hebrews 7:25-28 
illuminate the meaning and depth of his prayer for forgiveness (v. 34a)? 

The Royal Identity of Jesus (vv. 35-38) 

The mocking taunts of the rulers and soldiers ironically affirm Jesus’ royal identity. 
The soldiers, offering him sour wine, challenge him to prove his kingship by 
escaping his fate. The inscription “This is the King of the Jews” stood as a striking 
declaration of his royal status. A sign they unwittingly intend as a mockery 
proclaims the very truth they sought to deny.   

• Read Ephesians 2:4-9 and Romans 6:4-11. What is ironic about the words of the 
rulers, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 
One!”  

• Read Psalm 69:21. It is unlikely that their offer of sour wine is an act of 
kindness. John 19:28-29 gives the added detail that the sour wine is offered up 
to Jesus on a hyssop branch. Read Exodus 12:22-23 and Psalm 51:7. What is the 
significance of the hyssop branch? 

• “If something seems too good to be true, it probably is. But could anything that 
seems so horrible be in any way good? At the center of our Christian faith is a radical 
paradox—the most horrible thing that ever happened was the most wonderful thing 
that ever happened. [So when] you make sense of your life, what looks like a disaster 
may, in fact, be grace. What looks like the end may be the beginning. What looks 
hopeless may be God’s instrument to give you real and lasting hope.”4 How can you 
trust God on your worst days?  
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