
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

JUNE 21, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

Give me, O Lord, a soul that knows you, a heart that loves you, 
a mind that thinks about your works, eyes that see you, a tongue that proclaims you.

—Book of Cerne



	 Prelude	 Psalm 42 from “3 Genevan Psalms”
	 Anthony St. Pierre

	 Welcome and greetings	 Frank Hitchings, senior associate pastor

* Call to worship	 based on Psalm 66

Leader: 	 Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; 
make his praise glorious! Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” 

All: 	 Come and see what God has done, how awesome his works on our 
behalf! He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the 
waters on foot—come, let us rejoice in him. 

Leader: 	 Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; he has 
preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping, and though he has 
led us through many trials, he has brought us to a place of abundance. 

All: 	 Come and listen, all you who fear God; and hear what he has done for 
us. We cried out to him and he has surely listened. Praise be to God, 
who has not rejected our prayers or withheld his love from us!

* Hymn of praise 115, vv. 1, 4, 5	 “All Creatures of Our God and King”

All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

And all ye men of tender heart,
forgiving others, take your part, O sing ye, alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care,
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness, O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise him, O praise him, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
text by Francis of Assisi, 1225; German tune, 1623, lasst uns erfreuen

* Prayer of adoration 

	 Sacrament of baptism
Sarah and Jacob Groothuis bringing Sutton Magee Groothuis

	 Call to confession	 Isaiah 64:6 and Proverbs 28:13 

All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are 
like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us 
away.

He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and 
renounces them finds mercy.

	 Prayer of confession

Leader: 	 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

All: 	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

	 from The Book of Common Prayer

	 Silent prayers of confession	

* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 based on Ephesians 2 and 3

Because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace we have been 
saved. May we, being rooted and established in love, have power, together with 
all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that we may be filled 
to the measure of all the fullness of God.



* Hymn of assurance 465	 “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord”

Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,
grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
yonder on Calvary’s mount out-poured,
there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

Refrain: 	 Grace, grace, God’s grace,
	 grace that will pardon and cleanse within;
	 grace, grace, God’s grace,
	 grace that is greater than all our sin.

Sin and despair like the sea waves cold,
threaten the soul with infinite loss;
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold,
points to the Refuge, the mighty cross. Refrain

Dark is the stain that we cannot hide,
what can avail to wash it away?
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide;
whiter than snow you may be today. Refrain
text by Julia H. Johnston, 1910; music by Daniel B. Towner, 1910, moody

	 Call to offering	 Acts 17:22-25 

So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, 
I perceive that in every way you are very religious. For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: 
‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim 
to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything.”

	 Offertory	 “Jesus Paid It All”	 Men’s Ensemble

I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small! 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, find in me thine all in all.” 

Refrain: 	 Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe; 
	 sin had left a crimson stain, he washed it white as snow.

Lord, now indeed I find thy pow’r, and thine alone, 
can change the leper’s spots, and melt the heart of stone. Refrain



For nothing good have I whereby thy grace to claim;
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. 

And when, before the throne, I stand in him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat. Refrain
text by Elvina M. Hall; music by John T. Grape, arr. Howard Helvey

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Singing of Psalm 42	

As the deer pants for the waters, pants my soul for you, O God.
For my God my soul is thirsty, thirsting for the living God.
When shall I, O God of grace, come and stand before your face?
Day and night my tears sustain me; “Where’s your God?” they say to shame me.

In my grief I still remember how I led the happy throng
to the house of God for feasting, filled with shouts and joyful songs.
O my soul, why so cast down? Why so troubled in me now?
Hope in God, for I shall praise him; he’s my God and my salvation.

From the land beyond the Jordan, I remember you in prayer,
from Mount Mizar and Mount Hermon, when my soul is in despair.
At your waterfalls’ great roar deep calls out to deep once more.
All your breakers crash against me; overwhelming waves oppress me.

In the day, the Lord shows mercy; he commands his steadfast love.
In the night, his song is with me, as I pray to God, my life.
Then to God, my rock, I plead: “Why have you forgotten me?
Why must I continue weeping while my life my foes are seeking?”

As a blow that breaks my body, all my foes are taunting me.
All day long their words assault me; “Where’s your God?” they say with glee.
O my soul, why so cast down? Why so troubled in me now?
Hope in God, for I shall praise him, he’s my God and my salvation.
Psalm 42; music by Louis Bourgeois, 1551, thirsting



	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “Hope When It’s Hard”
	 Brian Salter, lead pastor

1.	 Where is God in the spiritual dryness? (vv. 1-4)

2.	 Where is God in the sorrowful depths? (vv. 6-7, 9-10)

3.	 How do you find your way to hope? (vv. 5, 8, 11)

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 521	 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Refrain: 	 On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
	 all other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace;
in every high and stormy gale, my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found;
dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. Refrain
text by Edward Mote, 1834; music by William B. Bradbury, 1863, solid rock

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 “O Thou of God the Father”
	 J. S. Bach

Musicians for this week:

Andrew Hyberger – organ, piano Brett Hyberger – ensemble director



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING today at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel to 
celebrate communion. Nursery is provided.

POPSICLES ON THE PLAYGROUND: Meet up at The Commons each Wednesday in June 
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Fellowship with other women and bring your young kids!

THE ANNUAL GEORGE LONG PREACHING SERIES will take place next Sunday, 
June 28. Our guest preacher will be Rev. Dennis Louis, senior pastor of Chattanooga 
Valley Presbyterian Church. He will preach at all morning services as well as our Sunday 
Evening Gathering at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall. Nursery will be provided. For more 
information, visit lmpc.org/series/george-long-preaching-series.

OUR SECOND WOMEN’S SUMMER SUPPER will be held at 6:00 p.m. on July 14 in 
individual homes. Please register on Realm Connect and, if you’re able to host, email 
Caroline: caroline@lmpc.org. 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.

Celebrating the baptism of Sutton Magee Groothuis at the 11:00 service in the sanctuary today 
are her parents, Sarah and Jacob Groothuis, and her grandparents, Meghan and Martin Summitt 
and Kristie and Neil Groothuis.

Celebrating the baptism of Phoebe Jean Hoselton at the 11:00 service in the fellowship hall 
today are her parents, Anne Shirley and Dane Hoselton, and her grandparents, Jeanie and Paul 
Dassow.

The rosebuds in the service today are for the birth of Phoebe Jane Pettit, born to Anne and 
Josiah Pettit on June 14, and for the birth of Anna James Elizabeth Helm, born to Tay Tay and 
Carter Helm on June 16.


