
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

JULY 26, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

O Sovereign Father, make us realize our utter dependence on you as we seek to daily walk 
in the ways of Jesus in the strength of the Spirit. Amen.

—H. B. Charles Jr.



	 Prelude	 Prelude in F
	 Fanny Mendelssohn

	 Welcome and greetings	 Brian Salter, lead pastor

	 Introit	 “Lift Thine Eyes to the Mountains”	 Women’s Ensemble

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains,
whence cometh, whence cometh, whence cometh help.

Thy help cometh from the Lord, from the Lord, 
the Maker of heaven and earth.

He hath said thy foot shall not be moved.
Thy Keeper will never slumber.

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains,
whence cometh, whence cometh, whence cometh help.
text from Psalm 121, ed. by H. Clough-Leighter; music from Elijah, Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy

* Call to worship	 1 Chronicles 29:10b-13

Leader: 	 Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to 
everlasting.

All: 	 Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the 
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. 
Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.

Leader: 	 Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. 
In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.

All: 	 Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name.

* Hymn of praise 98	 “Now Thank We All Our God”

Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
with ever-joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven—
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav’n adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
text by Martin Rinkart, 1636, tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1858; music by Johann Crüger, 1647, nun danket

* Prayer of adoration 

* Affirmation of faith	 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed is so named because it summarizes what the apostles believed and taught in 

Jesus’ name. The earliest versions of the Creed can be traced back to the 2nd century. We use the 

traditional translation of the Creed which contains some unfamiliar words: “quick” instead of 

“living” and “catholic” instead of “universal.” Also, when we say that Christ “descended into hell,” 

we are not saying that Jesus literally entered hell; instead, we are affirming that Jesus suffered all 

the pains and torments of hell as he endured the unmitigated wrath of God on the cross.

	 Call to confession	 Ecclesiastes 12 and Isaiah 55

Here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, 
including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the 
wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.



	 Hymn of confession 264, vv. 1-3		  “Jesus, Keep Me near the Cross”

Jesus, keep me near the cross; there a precious fountain,
free to all—a healing stream—flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

Refrain: 	 In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever;
	 till my raptured soul shall find rest beyond the river.

Near the cross, a trembling soul, love and mercy found me;
there the Bright and Morning Star shed its beams around me. Refrain

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me;
help me walk from day to day with its shadow o’er me. Refrain
text by Fanny J. Crosby, 1869; music by William H. Doane, 1869, near the cross

	 Silent prayers of confession	

* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 1 John 4:9-10, 15

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into 
the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in 
God.

* Hymn of assurance 535	 “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!”

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Vast, unmeasured, boundless, free;
rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me.
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of thy love;
leading onward, leading homeward, to thy glorious rest above.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Spread his praise from shore to shore;
how he loveth, ever loveth, changeth never, nevermore;
how he watches o’er his loved ones, died to call them all his own;
how for them he intercedeth, watcheth o’er them from the throne.

O the deep, deep love of Jesus! Love of ev’ry love the best:
’tis an ocean vast of blessing, ’tis a haven sweet of rest. 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus! ’Tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me;
and it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to thee.
text by Samuel Trevor Francis, 1834-1925; music by Thomas John Williams, 1890, ebenezer

	 Prayer of intercession

	 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings



	 Offertory	 “Be Thou My Vision”	 Women’s Ensemble

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art—
thou my best thought by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, I thy true son;
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Still be my vision, Ruler of all,
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.

Still be my vision, Heart of my heart, 
Lord of all.
ancient Irish poem, ca. 8th cent, tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1905; traditional Irish melody, arr. Debra Morton 
©2013 Carl Fischer, LLC. CCLI Lic. #152036

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from Psalm 112	 Michele Davis

1Praise the Lord! Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in 
his commandments! 

2His offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 3Wealth and riches are in his house, and his righteousness endures 
forever. 4Light dawns in the darkness for the upright; he is gracious, merciful, 
and righteous. 5It is well with the man who deals generously and lends; who 
conducts his affairs with justice. 6For the righteous will never be moved; he 
will be remembered forever. 7He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, 



trusting in the Lord. 8His heart is steady; he will not be afraid, until he looks in 
triumph on his adversaries. 9He has distributed freely; he has given to the poor; 
his righteousness endures forever; his horn is exalted in honor. 10The wicked 
man sees it and is angry; he gnashes his teeth and melts away; the desire of the 
wicked will perish!

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “The Life of the Godly Person”
	 John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

1.	 The source of delight for the godly person (v. 1)

2.	 The overflow of delight for the godly person (vv. 2-10)

•	 Blessing

•	 Character

•	 Stability

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 660	 “O God beyond All Praising”

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder at every gift you send,
at blessings without number and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.
text by Michael Perry, 1982; music from The Planets, Gustav Holst, 1918, thaxted

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 Marche Triomphale: “Nun danket alle Gott”
	 Sigfrid Karg-Elert



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

VIPS, COME TO WILD & WACKY BINGO on Tuesday, August 4 at 5:00 p.m. for dinner and 
games in the fellowship hall. Register on Realm Connect by July 30. The VIP group is made 
up of mostly retired adults (ages 65+) from LMPC and the community.

MEDICAL MISSION TRIP: Andy and Bev Warren will lead a short-term medical mission 
trip to Ethiopia January 9-16, serving alongside Ethiopia ACT. Interested? Contact 
Stephanie Young (stephanie@lmpc.org) ASAP, as the team is currently being formed. 
Medical experience is not required.

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.

Celebrating the baptism of Elle Rhodes Brower at the 11:00 service in the fellowship hall today 
are her parents, Kyra and Josh Brower, her grandparents, Sarah and Troy Duble and Shawn and 
Shawn Brower, and her great-grandparents, Sharon Duble, Carolyn Clarke, and Norm Brower.

Musicians for this week:

Brett Hyberger – ensemble director Joshua Knight – organ, piano


