Further up, Further in

Resources for Continued Study
“PRAISE & PROCLAIM”

For individual study or group discussion

Psalm 96 is an enthronement psalm, a decree to praise and proclaim, “The LORD
reigns!” While first sung as the ark of the covenant enters into Jerusalem during
David's reign (1 Chronicles 16), the declaration to devotion stretches far beyond the
people of Israel. The God who dwells among his covenant people is also revealed as
the rightful King of all creation (v. 10). What is sung to celebrate the ark's home-
coming in Jerusalem becomes a song anticipating the homecoming of the nations
to their God. As John Calvin summarizes, “This psalm contains an exhortation to
praise God, an exhortation which is directed not only to the Jews, but to all nations. We
must infer from this, that it has reference to the kingdom of Christ...The Holy Spirit
stirred up the saints who were under the Law to celebrate the Divine praises till the peri-
od should arrive when Christ, by the spread of the Gospel, should fill the whole earth
with his glory.™
e Read1Chronicles16:23-36. In what ways does David’s celebration anticipate
the worldwide reign of Christ and the global proclamation of the Gospel envi-
sionedin Psalm 96?
The clear call to praise the LORD and proclaim his glory (vv.1-3,7-9)
The psalm opens with a clear call: “Sing to the LORD!” The call to praise and proclaim
God’s glory is repeated again and again, and God's people are called to bless his
name by declaring his glory among the nations. British OT scholar Derek Kidner
offers an explanation on the forward nature of praise to proclamation: “With the
word ‘tell,’ the direction of flow changes from Godward to manward...there may be a
lesson hidden in this sequence (first upwards to God, then outwards to man): a correc-
tive to static worship and shallow preaching alike.”?

e ReadRevelation 7:9-12.The whole earth is to sing to the Lord. The nations
which were scattered at Babel are now in harmony. What similarities do you
see between the worship pictured in Revelation and the commands of Psalm
96?7 Why is God's plan to gather worshipers from every nation significant?

The compelling reasons for our praise and proclamation (vv. 4-6)

Why is such universal praise and proclamation required? Because the LORD alone is
worthy. Unlike the powerless gods of the nations, he is the Creator of heaven and
earth. Everything about him displays his unmatched holiness: splendor, majesty,
strength, and beauty surround his throne. The psalm declares no other gods can be
compared to Yahweh. They are just powerless idols. Kidner explains that when the
psalmist says, ‘For all the gods of the people are idols,’ he is mocking the pagan dei-
ties because the Hebrew word for idols is ‘elilim’ meaning ‘worthless.’ 2The use of
‘elilim’ is a clever, insulting wordplay with the Hebrew word ‘elohim’ for the true
God. The psalmist emphasizes that every rival's claim to power is an empty boast,
while the LORD alone reigns in “splendor and majesty” (v. 6).

e ReadPsalm 29. Much of the language is the same. The crucial difference is that
Psalm 96 addresses ‘all the peoples’ whereas Psalm 29 addresses ‘heavenly
beings.' What attributes of the Lord inspire worship in both psalms, and how do
they expose the worthlessness of every false god?

e Jeremiah 9:23-24. What makes the LORD incomparable?
The comforting assurance of Christ's current reign and future judgement (vv. 10-13)

The psalm concludes with a message that is both comforting and hope-filled: “The
LORD reigns!” Christ reigns today over a world that often appears chaotic, and his
rule guarantees that history is moving toward his appointed end. Yet the coming
judgment is not presented as something creation fears. Instead, the heavens re-
joice, the searoars, the fields exult, and even the trees sing for joy because the
Judge is coming to rescue a world scarred by injustice. OT scholar Walter
Brueggeman explains: “The whole created order—not just Israel and the other na-
tions—has been terribly skewed and scarred by injustice. Injustice and inequity consti-
tute a cosmic problem. Such injustice for ‘sea, field, trees’ may be in the form of ecologi-
cal abuse and exploitation. No wonder they sing and rejoice; that is now ended, with the
coming of the just King.”? For all created things that groan, eagerly awaiting the re-
demption (Romans 8:22-25), Christ’s return means that every wrong will be made
right and his creation healed and renewed.

e TimKellerasks, “Psalm 96 is an astonishingly happy psalm. It depicts joy and re-
joicing for the whole human race, and not just for everyone, but for everything—
even the trees, the fields, the mountains, the earth, and the seas are filled with joy
and rejoicing. But this isn’t the world the way we know it—where there are hurri-
canes, natural disasters, diseases, and death. So how do we get from where we are
to there?”s Answer Keller's question. Read Lamentations 3:22-33. Name some
of the new morning mercies that have prompted you to declare, “Great is your
faithfulness!”
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The LORD Reigns!
Martin Luther was no stranger to discour-
agement. On one occasion he became so
overwhelmed that nothing his wife, Katie,
said could lift his spirits. Finally, she
disappeared and returned dressed entirely
in black.
Luther looked at her in surprise and asked,
“Katie, who has died?”

With gentle but pointed wisdom she replied,
“No one. But since you are living as though
God were dead, | thought it only fitting to
dress for his funeral.”

Her words struck Luther immediately. He

realized that although his circumstances

had not changed, he had momentarily lost
sight of the greatest reality in the universe:

The LORD reigns! Luther recovered his joy

when his perspective was restored.*

Psalm 96 calls us to that same perspective.

In the midst of uncertainty, fear, or discour-

agement, the psalmist commands us to

proclaim, “The LORD reigns!” (v.10). That
truth changes everything. It reminds us that
the world is not spinning out of control, that

Christ is seated on his throne, and that he

will one day return and judge the world in

righteousness and faithfulness. Our praise
isrooted not in changing circumstances but
in an unchanging King!

Whenever we find ourselves acting as

though hope has died, perhaps we need

Katie Luther’s gentle reminder: God has not

died; the King still reigns! And because he

reigns, his people cansing!

e ReadRevelation 5:8-14. What new song
will we sing with the heavenly host
when Christ returns? If you have
opportunity this week, listen to Andrew
Peterson’s song, “Is He Worthy?” as you
meditate on Psalm 96.
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