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Family Dinner Table 

A Different Economy 
Wendell Berry once observed in What Are 
People For? that modern society often 
measures success by accumulation: more 
wealth, more comfort, more possessions. 
Yet he argues that a person’s true worth is 
not found in what they own but in the kind 
of life they cultivate and the good they 
contribute to others. A fruitful life is one 
that is rooted, faithful, generous, and lived 
in harmony with God’s created order. Berry 
writes, “Rats and roaches live by competition 
under the laws of supply and demand; it is the 
privilege of human beings to live under the 
laws of justice and mercy.”3 In other words, 
God’s people are called to live by a different 
economy. The world measures success by 
what it acquires; Psalm 112 measures 
success by a Christlike, sacrificial love for 
others. The fear of the Lord frees the 
righteous from clutching their possessions. 
Instead, they are gracious, generous, and 
just because they trust in God. Berry 
reminds us that abundance without virtue 
ultimately leaves a person empty, but a life 
shaped by faithfulness produces lasting 
fruit. Psalm 112 teaches the same lesson: 
the truly prosperous life is one anchored in 
the fear of the Lord. When delight in God 
becomes the source of our lives, generosity, 
stability, and righteousness naturally 
become the overflow. 
• Read 2 Corinthians 8:9 and Philippians 

2:5-8. How does Christ’s generosity 
reshape the way his people think about 
success, possessions, and serving 
others? And how does trusting God free 
believers to hold their possessions 
loosely and live with generosity toward 
others? 

Further up, Further in 
Resources for Continued Study 

1Oswald Chambers. The Complete Works of Oswald Chambers. 2000, Grand Rapids, MI. Oswald Chambers Publications Association, Limited. 537 
2Marshall Segal. More Bad News May Come: Steadiness in a Year of Suffering. December 29, 2020. Desiring God. https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/more-bad-news-may-come 
3Wendell Berry. What Are People For? 1990, San Francisco. North Point Press.  

For individual study or group discussion 

Psalm 112 begins with a hallel: “Praise the Lord!” The psalm paints a portrait 
of the person whose life is shaped by the fear of the Lord. Both Psalm 111 and 
Psalm 112 are Hebrew acrostic poems. Each stanza begins with the successive 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet. As a result, the two psalms  are the same length 
and echo one another. The theme of Psalm 111 is the glory of God, and the 
theme of Psalm 112 is the glory of God as reflected in the life of the godly per-
son whose life is marked by blessing, Christlike character, and steadfast con-
fidence. 
• Read Psalm 111. If you want the life of Psalm 112, you need to know the 

God of Psalm 111. How does God’s character shape the character of his 
people?(cf. Exodus 34:6-7a, Micah 6:8) 

The source of delight for the godly person (v. 1)  
The godly person finds true happiness in a God-honoring life that delights in 
his Word. Psalm 112 opens by declaring, “Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, 
who greatly delights in his commandments” (v. 1). The fear of the Lord is based 
on the profound reverence and awe of God, not dread or despair. Oswald 
Chambers observes: “The remarkable thing about fearing God is that when you 
fear God you fear nothing else, whereas if you do not fear God, you fear everything 
else”1 The psalmist highlights that those who fear the Lord find their source 
of delight in his commandments, because they love the God who gives them. 
And from that delight, the blessings described throughout the rest of the 
psalm naturally flow. 
• Read John 14:15, 21. Why does the godly person delight in God’s com-

mandments? What do these passages teach us about the relationship 
between loving God and loving his Word?  

• Read Psalm 1:1-2 and Luke 11:28. Both Psalm 1 and Psalm 112 begin with 
“blessed” is the man. How does God define blessing? 

• Why is it important to understand what Psalm 112 means by “the fear of 
the Lord”? How might we misunderstand, or even reject, the psalm’s 
message if we interpreted “fear” as terror or dread instead of reverent 
awe? Read Hebrews 6:17-20. How can the “fear of the Lord” defeat every 
other fear? (cf. Proverbs 14:26-27) 

The overflow of delight for the godly person (vv. 2-10)  
From this delight flows a life of visible fruit. First of all, God blesses the right-
eous in ways that extend beyond themselves, bringing lasting influence to 
future generations (vv. 2-3). Secondly, the godly person’s character increas-
ingly reflects God’s own character. Just as the Lord is gracious, merciful, and 
righteous (cf. Psalm 111:4), so too his people become gracious, merciful, gen-
erous, and just (vv. 4-5, 9). Finally, delight in God produces remarkable sta-
bility. Because their confidence rests in the Lord rather than circumstances, 
the righteous are not shaken by bad news (v. 7). According to theologian, 
Marshall Segal: “The Hebrew word for steady [verse 8] is actually a passive verb 
meaning upheld. If we want a steady heart in an unsteady world, among unsteady 
people, during unsteady days, we need to be upheld. And we need to know that we 
are upheld and will be upheld.”2 Our hearts remain firm because they are secure 
in God’s unchanging faithfulness and steadfast love.  
• How does verse 4 help us read the blessings of verses 2–3 without as-

suming that God promises every believer earthly prosperity? If the right-
eous still experience “darkness,” what does Psalm 112 teach us that God’s 
blessing truly consists of? (cf. Job 19:25-26 and Philippians 4:11-13) 

• As you read about the characteristics of a godly person, how do they re-
flect the character of Christ? Read John 15:4-5. How does our union with 
Christ enable us to be the godly person described in Psalm 112? 

Psalm 112 reminds us that the Christian life always grows from the inside out. 
True obedience begins with delight in the Lord, and that delight overflows 
into lives marked by generosity, integrity, courage, and enduring hope. While 
these blessings find only partial fulfillment in this life, they point forward to 
the perfect righteousness and eternal inheritance secured through Jesus 
Christ, the truly blessed Man. As we fear the Lord and delight in his Word, he 
increasingly shapes us into people whose lives display his glory and whose 
confidence rests securely in him alone.  

PRAY FOR HOME MISSIONS  
Transform Ministries,  supported 
ministry partner 

PRAY FOR WORLD MISSIONS   

David A. ,  supported missionary partner 
in South Sudan 


