
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

AUGUST 16, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE    ·    8:45 AND 11:00 A.M.

Let us keep your Word in mind, and meditate on it day and night, standing firm, watching, 
praying. Give us real knowledge of what we read. Show us not only how to understand it, 

but how to live it, so we might live in Spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
—Origen



	 Welcome and greetings	 John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

	 Prelude	 “Hymn to Joy”
	 arr. Christina Harmon

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, op’ning to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!
text by Henry Van Dyke, 1907; music by Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824

* Call to worship	 based on Isaiah 25

Leader: 	 O Lord, you are our God; we will exalt you and praise your name, for in 
perfect faithfulness you have done marvelous things, things planned 
long ago.

All: 	 You have been a refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in his 
distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat.

Leader: 	 On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food 
for all peoples. He will destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 
the sheet that covers all nations; he will swallow up death forever. 

All: 	 The Sovereign Lord will wipe away the tears from all faces; he will 
remove the disgrace of his people from all the earth. In that day we 
will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. 
This is the Lord, let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation!”

Order of Worship

WELCOME TO LMPC! We’re so glad you are with us today. Please scan the QR code on the 
back of your bulletin to share important information with us through an online form. As we come 
together to worship the living God, we ask that you silence all communication devices and refrain 
from bringing beverages into worship so that we might, in joyful reverence, give our full attention 
to praising and honoring our God. We encourage you to read the text on the front of the bulletin as 
we prepare to worship together.

CHILDCARE: Children of any age are welcome in our worship services. If you desire to use our 
nursery for your children ages 0-3, please see one of our ushers for directions. The ushers can also 
point you to crayons and children’s bulletins.

* Congregation standing as you are able



* Hymn of praise 76, vv. 1, 3, 4, 5	 “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

* Prayer of adoration 

	 Call to confession	 based on Micah 6:6-8

With what shall we come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall we come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the 
Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil? He has 
shown us, O man, what is good. And what does the Lord require of us? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with our God.

	 Hymn of confession 308, vv. 1, 2, 4		  “Jesus Paid It All”

	 Silent prayers of confession	

* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 from John 6

Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. All that the Father 
gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 
Everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life.”

* Hymn of assurance 679, vv. 1, 3, 4	 “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus”

 * Call to offering	 Romans 11:34-36

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? 
Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For from him and 
through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

	 Offertory	 “Jerusalem, My Happy Home”	 Instrumental meditation

Jerusalem, my happy home, when shall I come to thee? 
When shall my sorrows have an end? Thy joys when shall I see?

Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there around my Savior stand; 
and soon my friends in Christ below will join the glorious band. 

O Christ, do thou my soul prepare for that bright home of love
that I may see thee and adore with all thy saints above. 
American Folk tune, arr. Wilbur Held, land of rest



* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from John 7:1-24	 Mary Kaufmann (8:45)
p. 1061 in the pew Bible and text printed in the bulletin	 Michele Davis (11:00)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “True Followers Trust Jesus”
	 Brian Salter, lead pastor

Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response 468	 “My Faith Has Found a Resting Place”

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”
	 arr. David Cherwien
	 (words for meditation may be found in your hymnal, #343)

Musicians for this week:

            Joshua Knight – organ       Amy Shannon – cello

IN MEMORIAM
Johnny Garth Jr.

May 9, 1953 – August 9, 2026



John 7:1-24

1After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews were 
seeking to kill him. 2Now the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. 3So his brothers said to him, 
“Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4For no 
one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the 
world.” 5For not even his brothers believed in him. 6Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet 
come, but your time is always here. 7The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify 
about it that its works are evil. 8You go up to the feast. I am not going up to this feast, for my 
time has not yet fully come.” 9After saying this, he remained in Galilee. 10But after his brothers 
had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. 11The Jews were 
looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12And there was much muttering about 
him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the 
people astray.” 13Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.

14About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 15The Jews 
therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never studied?” 
16So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17If anyone’s will is to 
do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my 
own authority. 18The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who 
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 

19“Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill me?” 
20The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?” 21Jesus answered them, 
“I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from 
Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23If on the Sabbath a man 
receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because 
on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? 24Do not judge by appearances, but judge with 
right judgment.”

SERMON NOTES
“True Followers Trust Jesus”

True followers of Jesus trust:

1.	 his timing. (vv. 1-13)

2.	 his teaching. (vv. 14-18)

3.	 his verdict. (vv. 19-24)

Further Up, Further In, 
Resources for 

Continued Study



SUNDAY SCHOOL/10:00-10:45 A.M./BEGINNING TODAY
Elementary school:

Room 201: PreK

Room 200: Kindergarten

Room 204: 1st Grade

Room 301: 2nd Grade

Room 300: 3rd Grade

Room 202: 4th & 5th Grade

Youth:

Students in middle school will meet at the Jane Harris Youth Building. High school 
students will participate in adult electives through September 27.

Adult Electives:

August 16 - September 27 

Christians in the Public Square: Biblical Foundations for Political Thought & Effective 
Action  (chapel) 
We will begin with the Scriptures as a foundation, introduce political principles derived 
from a biblical foundation, and conclude with examples of how to “work out” the 
principles as Christians at the local and national levels. Teachers: Derek Halvorson & 
Steve Kaufmann

Digital Discipleship: Raising Kids for the Kingdom in a Screen-Saturated World  
(fellowship hall) 
Explore practical, biblically grounded frameworks for making wise decisions about 
screens, social media, devices, and digital culture in your home. Teachers: Glenn & 
Carter Breazeale, Josh Brower, Lee Burns, Ross & Dodd Shumate, Aaron Tolson

When the Journey Hurts: Finding Meaning in Suffering  (Room 213) 
Our afflictions present an opportunity to encounter God and to allow him to redeem our 
suffering. In this class, we will focus especially on spiritual formation and key practices 
that can prove helpful. Teacher: Kelly Kapic

The Mission of God: What in the World is God Doing and How Does My Life Fit into 
His Mission?  (Room 211) 
This class will help you see your everyday life, work, relationships, church involvement, 
and personal calling as part of God’s greater story. Teacher: Steve Childers

Philemon: The Refreshing Requirement of the Gospel  (Room 313) 
Walk through Philemon to see why forgiveness is not an optional add-on to the Christian 
life, but the very fragrance of the Gospel. Teacher: Brian Salter



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING today at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel to 
celebrate communion. Nursery is provided.

AS WE MOVE INTO OUR Sunday School schedule today, we’re instituting some changes 
to how we start our services. A prelude has been added to the fellowship hall service, and 
preludes in both locations will begin a few minutes before the service at 8:45 a.m. For the 
second service, the prelude will begin at 11:00 a.m. in both locations. This will allow the 
prelude to become an integral part of all worship services, while creating some space for 
those serving to get to the 11:00 a.m. service. 

THE ANNUAL BUILD-A-BAG COLLECTION benefitting the Chattanooga Area Salvation 
Army begins today; join us by picking up a tote bag in the sanctuary Narthex or fellowship 
hall lobby. Consult the attached list, go shopping, and bring your bag back on a Sunday 
morning by September 6. 

METANOIA PRISON MINISTRIES is devoted to proclaiming Christ through mentoring, 
discipleship, and reintegration. Learn more at a lunch on Sunday, August 23 at 12:15 p.m. 
RSVP to Stephanie Young, stephanie@lmpc.org, for more information.

GOOD NEWS CLUB at Fairyland Elementary and Lookout Mountain Elementary will begin 
on September 14 and meet on each Monday after school. These LMPC-sponsored clubs are 
a way for children to hear the Gospel and for our church to make a meaningful impact in 
our community. We need 6-8 more volunteers! Contact stephanie@lmpc.org if interested.

THE WOMEN’S DISCIPLESHIP Fall Kickoff will be held Tuesday, September 1 at 6:30 p.m. 
at Lookout Mountain Pizza Company. There will be dinner, a time of worship, and 
information about the ministry year. Register on Realm Connect by August 28 for $15. 

FAMILY CAMP registration is open on Realm Connect! Join us at Alpine Camp from 
September 11 through 13, and learn more at lmpc.org/family-camp. If you have been to 
Family Camp before and are planning to come this year, we encourage you to reach out 
to families who have never been before and encourage them to come! This is a great 
opportunity to develop relationships with our church community.

WOMEN’S FALL SUPPERS will be hosted in individual homes on Thursday, September 17. 
Make plans to bring your friends and join us! Register on Realm Connect, and, if you can 
host, please email caroline@lmpc.org. 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.



TODAY AT LMPC 
Sunday, August 16

	 8:45 a.m. 	 Worship service........................................................... sanctuary & fellowship hall
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for children................................................. elementary classrooms
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for middle school................................................................. JHYB
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Christians in the Public Square......................chapel
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Digital Discipleship........................... fellowship hall
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: When the Journey Hurts............................Room 213
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: The Mission of God...................................Room 211
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Philemon.................................................Room 313
	10:00 a.m. 	 Elder Prayer (pray with an elder and his wife)...................................... Room 212
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Worship service........................................................... sanctuary & fellowship hall
	 3:00 p.m. 	 Middle school Ice Cream Olympics.............................................................. JHYB
	 6:00 p.m. 	 Sunday Evening Gathering worship with communion................................chapel

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/events; for information on groups and classes, visit lmpc.org/groups.

OUR MISSION
Glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world.

CONTACT US
	 Address:	 316 North Bragg Avenue
		  Lookout Mountain, TN  37350

	 Web: 	 lmpc.org

	 Email: 	 info@lmpc.org

	 Phone: 	 423.821.4528

Worship services with Communion are held on the first Sunday of every month 
in all morning services and in the evening on the third Sunday of every month. 
Devices to amplify sound are available. If you would like one, please arrive a 
few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you.

WE ARE GLAD YOU
ARE HERE TODAY!

We know it can be hard to 
connect with a new church. We 
want to help in any way we can. 
Please scan the QR code below 
and fill out an online information 
form. We will follow up with you 
about next steps. We are here to 
serve you! 

JOIN REALM CONNECT
Do you have a Realm Connect account? Join our invitation-only networking site to access 
the LMPC online directory, manage giving, register for events, and fill out your Serving 
profile. Request your account today by visiting lmpc.org/realm. 


