
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

AUGUST 30, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

Dear God who made the morning, 
Every day, you tell the sun to wake up.

Every day, you come close to us.
Again and again, you love us. Thank you for this new day.

—from Little Prayers for Ordinary Days



	 Welcome and greetings	 John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

	 Prelude	 III. Allegretto, Sonata No. 4
	 Felix Mendelssohn

* Call to worship	 Psalm 100

Leader: 	 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come before him with joyful songs.

All: 	 Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.

Leader: 	 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and praise his name.

All: 	 For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness 
continues through all generations.

* Hymn of praise 101	 “Come, Thou Almighty King”

Come, thou Almighty King, help us thy name to sing,
help us to praise: Father, all glorious, o’er all victorious,
come and reign over us, Ancient of Days.

Come, thou Incarnate Word, gird on thy mighty sword,
our prayer attend: come, and thy people bless, and give thy Word success;
Spirit of holiness, on us descend.

Come, Holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear
in this glad hour: Thou who almighty art, now rule in ev’ry heart,
and ne’er from us depart, Spirit of pow’r.

To the great One in Three, the highest praises be
hence, evermore! Thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see,
and to eternity love and adore.
anonymous; music by Felice de Giardini, 1769, trinity

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



* Prayer of adoration 

* Affirmation of faith	 The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried; he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed is so named because it summarizes what the apostles believed and taught in 

Jesus’ name. The earliest versions of the Creed can be traced back to the 2nd century. We use the 

traditional translation of the Creed which contains some unfamiliar words: “quick” instead of 

“living” and “catholic” instead of “universal.” Also, when we say that Christ “descended into hell,” 

we are not saying that Jesus literally entered hell; instead, we are affirming that Jesus suffered all 

the pains and torments of hell as he endured the unmitigated wrath of God on the cross.	

	 Call to confession	 from James 1 

Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 
for man’s anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. Anyone 
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks at 
his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately 
forgets what he looks like. But the man who looks intently into the perfect law 
that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, 
but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does. If anyone considers himself 
religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself 
and his religion is worthless.

	 Hymn of confession 252, vv. 1, 2, 4		  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ my God:
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
text by Isaac Watts, 1707, 1709; Gregorian chant, arr. Lowell Mason, 1824, hamburg



	 Silent prayers of confession	

* Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 from Colossians 1

God has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins. God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Christ, and through him 
to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 
by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

* Hymn of assurance 44, vv. 1, 3, 4	 “How Great Thou Art”

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
thy pow’r thro’out the universe displayed.

Refrain: 	 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
	 how great thou art, how great thou art!
	 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee:
	 how great thou art, how great thou art!

And when I think that God, his Son not sparing,
sent him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
he bled and died to take away my sin. Refrain

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, my God, how great thou art. Refrain
text by Stuart K. Hine, 1949; Swedish folk melody, arr. Stuart K. Hine, 1949, o store gud

	 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory	 “Jesus Paid It All”	 Chancel Choir

I hear the Savior say, “Thy strength indeed is small,
child of weakness, watch and pray, find in me thine all in all.”

Refrain:	 Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe;
	 sin had left a crimson stain, he washed it white as snow.

For nothing good have I whereby thy grace to claim—
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. Refrain



And when, before the throne, I stand in him complete,
“Jesus died my soul to save,” my lips shall still repeat. Refrain
text by Elvina M. Hall, 1865; music by John T. Grape, 1868; arr. Robert Sterling, 1985

* Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from John 7:37-52	 Merrile Stroud

37On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If 
anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39Now this 
he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as 
yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

40When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the 
Prophet.” 41Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to 
come from Galilee? 42Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the 
offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 
43So there was a division among the people over him. 44Some of them wanted to 
arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.

45The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, 
“Why did you not bring him?” 46The officers answered, “No one ever spoke 
like this man!” 47The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 
48Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49But this crowd 
that does not know the law is accursed.” 50Nicodemus, who had gone to him 
before, and who was one of them, said to them, 51“Does our law judge a man 
without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 52They replied, 
“Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word



Sermon 	 “Living Water”
	 Brian Salter, lead pastor

1.	 How does Jesus invite us? (vv. 37-39)

2.	 How do we respond to Jesus’ invitation? (vv. 40-52)

	 Pastoral prayer

* Hymn of response	 “O Great God”

* Benediction

* Congregational response	 “Threefold Amen”

* Postlude	 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
	 arr. Trey Clegg
	 (words for meditation may be found in your hymnal, #457)

text and music by Bob Kauflin © 2006 Sovereign Grace Praise, EMI Christian Music Publishing, ARR, ICS, UBP, 
CCLI Lic. #152036



Celebrating the baptism of David Howard Cha at the 8:45 service in the fellowship hall today 
are his parents, Louise and Jason Cha, his grandparents, Nancy Tiller Johnson and Chip Johnson, 
and his great-grandmother, Nancy Blake.

Musicians for this week:

Brett Hyberger – choral director  Joshua Knight – organ, piano

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE GRIEFSHARE FALL SEMINAR will meet Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. from September 3 
through October 22. Please register on Realm Connect.

OUR ANNUAL BUILD-A-BAG COLLECTION benefitting the Salvation Army is in progress. 
Please remember to go shopping and bring your bag back by September 6. 

A KICKOFF PICNIC AT THE COMMONS will be held on Wednesday, September 2 at 
6:00 p.m. Bring the whole family for BBQ pork, baked beans, coleslaw, and watermelon! 
Note new dinner prices: $9 for ages 13 and up, $6 for ages 5-12, and free for ages 4 and 
under (family max of $35).

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES will resume on September 9, with a newly-adjusted 
schedule. This includes children’s choirs at 5:15 p.m., dinner at 6:00 p.m., and Kids’ 
Clubs, Chancel Choir, and Wednesday Prayer at 6:30 p.m. (Wednesday Prayer extends 
throughout the year). Find more information at lmpc.org/wednesday or lmpc.org/groups. 

WEDNESDAY FELLOWSHIP DINNERS: We are excited to announce that our new Kitchen 
Supervisor is Bekah Montgomery, and dinner each week (at 6:00 p.m.) will be catered by 
Southern Star. We need volunteer servers, weekly or monthly. Would you come and help 
us provide a friendly and welcoming atmosphere? Contact bekah@lmpc.org for training 
information.

FAMILY CAMP REGISTRATION CLOSES SEPTEMBER 4! Join us September 11-13 at 
Alpine Camp for a weekend of worship, good food, and plenty of family time and outdoor 
activities. Visit lmpc.org/family-camp for more information.



WOMEN’S FALL SUPPERS will be hosted in individual homes on Thursday, September 17. 
Make plans to bring your friends and join us! Register on Realm Connect, and if you can 
host, please email caroline@lmpc.org. 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN! Members, please submit your nominations at 
lmpc.org/officers by September 30. Prayerfully nominating officer candidates is an 
important responsibility of your membership at LMPC. On that webpage you may also 
access information about the nomination process, answers to frequently asked questions, 
and a list of those eligible to serve as officers. Alternatively, request a paper nominating 
ballot from the church office. 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.


