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John 7:1-24 marks a significant transition in Jesus’ ministry. After the crisis created by the Bread of Life 
discourse in John 6, Jesus moves from Galilee toward Jerusalem, where Judea and Jerusalem become the 
central setting for the remainder of John’s Gospel. The passage presents Jesus as one who is completely 
governed by the will of his Father, while the crowds and even Jesus’ own brothers have their own 
expectations for what he should do. Jesus refuses to be pressured by public perceptions. His response calls 
us to a fundamental question: What does it look like to truly follow Jesus? John shows us that true 
followers of Jesus trust his timing, his teaching, and his verdict. 

1. True followers of Jesus trust his timing. (vv. 1-13)
Jesus’ brothers urge him to go to Jerusalem and publicly display his works, but Jesus refuses to act 
according to their timetable. “My time has not yet come" (v. 6). He knows that his life and ministry are 
governed by the Father’s appointed time. Even when he eventually goes to the feast, he does so 
privately. D.A. Carson explains: "In one sense, Jesus has no intention of showing himself to the world. 
And yet in another sense, the reader who presses on to the rest of this Gospel discovers that it is in 
Jerusalem where Jesus reveals himself most dramatically--not in the spectacular miracles the brothers 
want but in the ignominy of the cross, the very cross by which Jesus draws all men to himself (12:32) 
and becomes the Savior of the world (4:42)."1 For his followers, this is a call to trust that God’s timing is 
wiser than our own. We are often tempted to take matters into our own hands. Jesus teaches us instead 
to wait faithfully for the work and timing God has appointed.

READ Ecclesiastes 3:1,11; Psalm 31:14-15; and 1 Peter 5:6-7

DISCUSS  What does Jesus’ submission to the Father’s timing teach us about trusting God when 
his timing differs from our own? 

READ  Isaiah 55:8-9; Habakkuk 2:2-3; Galatians 4:4-5; Proverbs 3:5-6

DISCUSS  Why can we be confident that his timing is always wise and purposeful?

READ Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13 alongside John 6:15, 31 and John 7:3

DISCUSS What parallels do you see between these passages? What do they reveal about the 
ways Jesus was tempted by Satan to display his power?

2. True followers of Jesus trust his teaching. (vv. 14-18)
When Jesus begins teaching in the temple, the people are astonished by his knowledge. Jesus makes 
clear, however, that his teaching does not originate with himself. He faithfully declares the Father's truth. 
“My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me” (v. 16). Jesus then sets forward a principle for 
recognizing truth: “If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching is from God.”
Those who genuinely desire to obey God will recognize the authority of Jesus’ words. True followers 
therefore do not judge Jesus’ teaching by human credentials or reasoning. NT Professor Edward Klink 
explains: "The issue is less verifiability of the messenger and more the veritas of the message, the 
truthfulness it proclaims and represents. The Jews challenge the ability of Jesus to teach; Jesus 
challenges the ability of the Jews to hear."2

READ  Deuteronomy 13:1-4; Psalm 119:97-105; Proverbs 2:1-6

DISCUSS  According to Jesus, how does a willingness to obey God shape our ability to discern 
truth?

READ  Proverbs 14:12; Isaiah 8:20; Romans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 2:12-14  

DISCUSS What keeps us from allowing our own desires or human wisdom to determine what we 
believe?

1 D.A. Carson. The Gospel According to John. 1991, Grand Rapids, MI. Eerdmans. 307
2 Edward Klink. Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament. 2016, Grand Rapids, MI. Zondervan. 366
3  Ligonier Ministries.The Feast of Booths. June 14, 2010. Ligonier.org.https://learn.ligonier.org/devotionals/feast-booths
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3. True followers of Jesus trust his verdict. (vv. 19-24)
Jesus turns from defending his teaching to exposing the unrighteousness of his opponents. They claim to 
uphold Moses and the Law, yet they are seeking to kill Jesus. Jesus uses his healing on the Sabbath to 
expose their inconsistency: if circumcision can rightly be performed on the Sabbath, how much more 
appropriate is it to make a whole person well? He concludes, “Do not judge by appearances, but judge 
with right judgment” (v. 24). Jesus sees what others fail to see and judges rightly. True followers therefore 
trust his verdict, even when it challenges their assumptions.

READ  John 20:29-31

DISCUSS  What distinguishes the sign-based “belief” in verse 23 from genuine faith? Compare this 
passage with John 20:29-31. What kind of belief does John’s Gospel ultimately 
commend?

READ  1 Samuel 16:7; Isaiah 11:3-4; Matthew 7:1-5

DISCUSS  In verses 19-24, why do you think Jesus says the religious leaders are judging by 
appearances? How does the story help you better understand what it means to judge 
(or discern) rightly?

NOTES

CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION

PRAYER SPOTLIGHT

The Feast of Booths

John tells us that Jesus went up to Jerusalem for the Feast of Booths, one of Israel's great annual 
celebrations. It was a joyful festival that remembered God's faithful provision in the wilderness as well 
as hope for continued provision in the future. Understanding the significance of this feast helps us 
appreciate the powerful way John presents Jesus in the chapters that follow. One commentator 
explains: "Few of the feasts that were a part of old covenant worship were as joyful as the Feast of 
Booths. Also known as the Feast of Tabernacles or by its Hebrew name, Sukkot, this celebration was 
the last of the fall festivals and was held at the end of the agricultural year when the grapes and olives 
were harvested in Israel. This was a time to thank God for all of the preceding year’s provision and to 
pray for a good rainy season, which lasted from October through March."3 During the feast, the two 
themes of water and light played important roles.The people remembered God's provision of water 
from the rock in the desert as well as his presence in the pillar of cloud or fire that lead them through 
the wilderness. As the Gospel of John asserts, Jesus is Immanuel, "God with Us." He is the water 
from that rock; he is God's life-giving, "living water" for the people (John 4:13-14), and he is the "light 
of the world" (John 8:12) that has come to banish darkness once for all (Isaiah 61:1-3). 

READ

 Leviticus 23:33-43  

 Deuteronomy 16:13-17

 Isaiah 12:3; Zechariah 14:8;  
Exodus 17:1-7; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4;

  Exodus 13:21-22; Psalm 
105:39; John 8:12, 9:5

DISCUSS

 What do these passages teach us about the 
purpose, joy, and themes of the Feast of Booths?

 How does this background help us understand 
what is happening when Jesus attends the feast in 
John 7?

 How do the water and light of the wilderness 
point beyond God’s provision to God’s presence, 
and how does Jesus fulfill both?
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