Beyond the Pulpit

RESOURCES FOR CONTINUED STUDY

Jesus is the Christ August 23, 2026

"Who is Jesus?"is the central question of John 7:25-36. As the crowds debate who Jesus is, they evaluate
him according to their own expectations and assumptions. Yet Jesus makes clear that his identity and
mission cannot be understood merely by human reasoning. He is the Christ sent from the Father, sovereign
over his own appointed hour, and destined to return to the Father. John therefore calls us to not merely ask,
"Who is Jesus?" but to believe and confess that Jesus is the Christ (John 20:31).

1. Jesus is the Christ who defies human assumptions about the Messiah. (vv. 25-27)

The people of Jerusalem know that the authorities want Jesus dead, yet they are puzzled that he speaks
openly without being arrested. Their reasoning, however, rests on faulty assumptions: They believe they
know where Jesus comes from, and therefore conclude he cannot be the Christ. Their expectations of
the Messiah blind them to the One standing before them. As one commentator asserts, “What the
people of Jerusalem think they know about Jesus has become the very evidence that proves there is
another they do not know: God himself.” Human assumptions about Jesus can be remarkably confident
yet profoundly wrong.

READ Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:5; John 7:42

DISCUSS  The crowds assumed they knew where Jesus came from. What does the crowds’
mistaken confidence about Jesus’ origins reveal about the danger of assuming we
know Jesus on our terms rather than on the authority of his Word?

READ 2 Peter 3:3-5; Proverbs 1:22

DISCUSS  The apostle Peter speaks of some as willingly ignorant. Describe how people can
become so committed to their own assumptions that they refuse to believe what God
has revealed.

2. Jesus is the Christ who testifies openly to his identity and mission. (vv. 28-29)

Jesus does not allow the crowd’s confusion to remain unanswered. He declares that he has not come on
his own authority but has been sent by the Father. Though they claim to know Jesus, they do not know
the One who sent him. Jesus, however, knows the Father because he comes from him and has been
sent by him. His identity is inseparable from his divine mission.

READ John 5:36-38; John 8:16-19; John 12:44-45

DISCUSS  Why is knowing the One who sent Jesus essential to rightly understanding who Jesus
is?

3. Jesus is the Christ who remains untouchable until his appointed hour. (vv. 30-32)

Although his enemies seek to arrest him, they cannot lay a hand on him because his hour has not yet
come. Even their growing opposition cannot disrupt God’s sovereign plan. J. C. Ryle encourages God's
people to take comfort: "Let such never forget that they live in a world where God overrules all times and
events, and where nothing can happen but by God's permission. The very hairs of their heads are all
numbered. Sorrow and sickness, and poverty, and persecution, can never touch them, unless God sees
fit. They may boldly say to every cross—'You could have no power against me, except it were given you
from above.' Then let them work on confidently. They are immortal, until their work is done.™ Even the
hostility of Jesus' enemies and the faith of his followers unfold under the sovereign timing of God.

READ Psalm 31:15; Romans 8:28-39

DISCUSS  How does God's sovereignty over Christ’s “hour” give us confidence that our trials are
never outside his wise and loving purposes?
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4. Jesus is the Christ who continues to confound those who refuse him. (vv. 33-36)

Jesus announces that he will soon return to the One who sent him, but his opponents misunderstand his
words. They speculate about where he might go, never grasping that he is speaking of his return to the
Father. Their confusion illustrates the spiritual blindness produced by unbelief. Jesus cannot be understood
rightly apart from faith. The Christ who came from the Father will return to the Father—and only those who
receive him can follow him there: "Death is not, for Jesus, the end, but the return to the glory he had with the
Father before the world began (John 17:5), his being lifted up to where he was before. Once Jesus reached
that point, others could not join him, not even the faithful disciples (John 13:33). Indeed, for some there is
implicit threat: the time would come when some would look for him and die in their sins (John 8:21)."

READ Matthew 25:1-13; Proverbs 1:28

DISCUSS  What do these passages teach us about the danger of repeatedly refusing Christ and
presuming there will always be another opportunity to respond to him?

READ Isaiah 55:6-7; Hebrews 3:7-15

DISCUSS  Why is responding to Christ a matter of urgency rather than something we can safely
postpone?

CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION

The Dispersion

In John 7:35, the "Dispersion among the Greeks" refers to the Jewish Diaspora—Jews
living outside Palestine across the Mediterranean world. Originating primarily from
the Babylonian exile, many Jews remained abroad even after Ezra and Nehemiah
enabled returns to Jerusalem. Often called galut ("the exiled"), these communities
were sometimes viewed critically as having chosen Gentile life over the temple.
Despite this negative perception, the Diaspora became vital to God’s redemptive plan.
Expatriate Jews established tight-knit synagogue communities centered on worship,
Scripture, and fellowship. These synagogues served as ideal launching pads for the
early church.

The apostle Paul strategically targeted local synagogues during his travels to preach
Christ. James and Peter also addressed their epistles to believers throughout the
Dispersion (James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2). Ultimately, what started as a mark of exile and
distance from God was transformed into an instrument for Gospel expansion. The
scattered communities became strategically positioned to gather God's people.

READ DISCUSS
+ Acts 2:5-11 <4+ How did God use the scattered Jewg gathered at
4+ Acts 8:1-4 ,I::géizzst to carry the message of Christ back to the
S e
<4 James 1:1, 1 Peter 1:1-2 teach us about God'’s purposes in circumstances

that appear to be setbacks?

<4 How does the New Testament transform the idea
of “dispersion” from exile into an opportunity for
faithful witness?
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