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Recall that during the Feast of Booths, water and light served as powerful reminders of God's provision and
presence during the Israelites' wilderness wanderings. At the annual fall festival, the people remembered God's
provision of water from the rock in the desert as well as his presence in the pillar of fire. To commemorate God's
provision of water, "the officiating priest would draw water from the pool of Shiloam and pour it into the basin
near the altar in the temple.™ It was against this rich backdrop that, on the final and greatest day of the feast,
Jesus stood and made a startling announcement: “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink’ (v. 37). Jesus
was declaring that he himself is God's life-giving provision for his people, the One who alone can satisfy the
deepest thirst of the human soul with the living water that wells up to eternal life (John 4:14).

1. How does Jesus invite us? (vv. 37-39)

On the final day of the feast, Jesus' invitation is simple and inclusive: "If anyone thirsts..." His appeal is
pointed and direct; "...come to me and drink." His call is both gracious and serious: "whoever believes in
me." Theologian James Montgomery Boice summarizes the urgency of Jesus' message: “Here is intensity
of appeal and great simplicity. Here is the core of the Gospel. Other occasions would remain for deeper
teaching and for secondary matters. But this was not the time for that. This was the time to touch men’s
souls and to draw them to Christ for salvation. It was now or never for many. So the invitation is given.” The
invitation that Jesus extends is no less urgent for us today. He invites us by appealing to our deepest thirst,
calling us to come to him, and promising that all who believe in him will receive the living water of the Holy
Spirit.

READ John 4:10, 13-15, 28-30

DISCUSS  What does the Samaritan woman’s response to Jesus teach us about recognizing our
thirst, coming to Christ, and sharing the living water he gives?

READ Ezekiel 47:1-12; Galatians 5:22-23; Revelation 22:1-2

DISCUSS  According to the Bible Project, "Paul [in Galatians 5:22-23] says that when we join the
current of God's Spirit, the fruit of Eden will grow within us." Discuss how God's people
can create beautiful things in the world that bring life to others: "little streams of God's life
that come together and point forward to the beautiful scene that we find on the last page
of the Bible [Revelation 22:1-2]."

READ Jeremiah 2:13; Ecclesiastes 2:10-11

DISCUSS  How might our thirst for other things reveal a failure to come to Christ and drink deeply
from him?

2. How do we respond to Jesus' invitation? (vv. 40-57)

The crowd demonstrates two fundamental responses to Jesus: faith and unbelief. Some confess, “This is
the Christ,” while others question and reject him. Even the officers sent to arrest Jesus are captivated by his
words: “No one ever spoke like this man!” Yet the Pharisees respond with pride and hostility, "Search and
see that no prophet arises from Galilee." Their confidence in their own knowledge prevents them from
recognizing the One standing before them. NT scholar Tom Wright explains: “The Pharisees further show
their ignorance of Scripture in that both the prophets Jonah and Hosea came from Galilee. And when John
has them say that no prophet 'rises up' or ‘arises’ from Galilee, the word he uses is almost always used
elsewhere in the book to refer to the resurrection. Jonah was proverbial for coming, so it seemed, back 'from
the dead' after three days in the belly of the fish; and Hosea contains the prophecy that God will 'raise us
up on the third day’ (Hosea 6:2).™ Nicodemus, however, urges the religious leaders to listen before passing
judgment. The contrast is striking: those who know they are thirsty are drawn to the living water, while those
who believe they have no need remain unwilling to drink.
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READ Micah 5:2-5; Matthew 2:1-6, 15

DISCUSS  How could the Pharisees fail to recognize what even the gentile Magi discerned from
Scripture? What does this teach us about the danger of knowing God’s Word without
submitting to its message?

READ John 5:39-40; Matthew 16:21-23; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

DISCUSS  How can pride, preconceived expectations, or misplaced confidence in our knowledge
keep us from seeing what Scripture reveals about Christ?

DISCUSS  Afterreading John 7, what did you learn about God'’s character? How did this chapter help
you understand who Jesus is and how he works in the world?

DINNER TABLE

The following section is from Peter Nafzger's article, Pentecost Sunday: Series A:

"In January, Jennifer Wallace authored a book called Mattering: The Secret to a Life of Deep Connection
and Purpose (Portfolio Publishing, 2026). Here is how a promotional blurb describes it: ‘In this
groundbreaking work, Wallace makes an urgent case: Mattering—the feeling that we are valued and
have an opportunity to add value—is a core human need, as essential to our well-being as food and
water. Yet, in today’s world, that fundamental need is going unmet." This book is a New York Times
bestseller for a reason. Many people question whether they matter. From the grandma in the nursing
home who feels like a burden, to the retired executive whose email box is empty, to the mom whose
children have left the house, to the graduate who did not get the job, to the high school senior who made
the JV team out of pity, to the fifteen-year-old whose first girlfriend wants to be 'friends,' to the tweenager
who puts herself to bed each night with an iPad, to the little boy whose ADHD has tried his kindergarten
teacher’s patience one too many times. People at every stage in life often wonder if they matter.

Imagine such people hearing Jesus stand up and cry out with this invitation, 'If anyone wonders about
their value... If anyone feels useless... If anyone questions whether or not they matter... let him come to Me!'

Each of these people do matter to Jesus. When Jesus sent his chosen people to bring the good news
of his death and resurrection to all the ends of the earth, he intended it for all people. Your privilege as
a preacher is you get to proclaim the promise that everyone who hears your sermon matters to Jesus.
He values them, not because they are so lovely or so wonderful on their own, but because his love
makes them matter.

'Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'

Those who hear this invitation and come to Jesus with faith in his promises are changed. To use
theological jargon, those who are justified by faith in the promises of Jesus are also sanctified. That is,
they are changed people—renewed, transformed, and reborn. Their sanctification is incomplete this
side of Jesus’ return, to be sure. But the process has begun and they are on their way.

Using the water metaphor, Jesus says that those who come to him and drink become a spring of living
water. That is, the life-giving water they receive from Jesus flows out to others. Or, to use the idea of
'mattering,' those who come to know and believe they matter to Jesus also begin to matter to others.
Those who know they are valued by Jesus, begin to add value to the lives of others.

The grandma in the nursing home matters to Jesus, so she spends her time praying for others. The
retired executive matters to Jesus, so he volunteers at the new immigrant ministry in the city. The mom
whose children have left home matters to Jesus, so she steps in to help the new (and overwhelmed)
mother of small children in her congregation. It goes on and on. Those whose lives matter to Jesus show
others how they, too, matter. This is part of the Christian’s evangelical witness, to value the people in
our world who feel like they have no value."
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