
SEPTEMBER 6, 2026    ·    FELLOWSHIP HALL SERVICE    ·    8:45 AND 11:00 A.M.

IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

O God, our teacher and judge, hear our prayer as we gather at the table of your word. 
Enrich our hearts with the goodness of your wisdom and renew us from within, 

that all our actions, all our words, may bear the fruit of your transforming grace. 
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.
—from Opening Prayers



 * Welcome and greetings	 John Mark Scruggs, pastor of congregational care

	 Prelude	 “Come Light Our Hearts”	 Instrumental ensemble

Refrain: 	 For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait.
	 For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait.
	 Truly our hope is in you. Truly our hope is in you.

O Lord of life, our only hope, your radiance shines
on all who look to you in the dark. 
Emmanuel come, come light our hearts. Refrain

O Joy above all other loves, in you we find
more than enough. We come as we are. 
O heal and restore, come light our hearts. Refrain
text and music by Sandra McCracken © 2015 Integrity Worship Music; Paper News Publishing

* Call to worship	 based on Psalm 27 and Nehemiah 9

Leader: 	 The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?

All: 	 One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.

WELCOME TO LMPC! We’re so glad you are with us today. Please scan the QR code on the 
back of your bulletin to share important information with us through an online form. As we come 
together to worship the living God, we ask that you silence all communication devices and refrain 
from bringing beverages into worship so that we might, in joyful reverence, give our full attention 
to praising and honoring our God. We encourage you to read the text on the front of the bulletin as 
we prepare to worship together.

CHILDCARE: Children of any age are welcome in our worship services. If you desire to use our 
nursery for your children ages 0-3, please see one of our ushers for directions. The ushers can also 
point you to crayons and children’s bulletins.

* Congregation standing as you are able

Order of Worship



continued

Leader: 	 Stand up and praise the Lord our God, who is from everlasting to 
everlasting. Blessed be his glorious name, and may it be exalted above 
all blessing and praise. He alone is the Lord.

All: 	 He made the heavens and all the starry host, the earth and all that 
is on it, the seas and all that is in them. He gives life to everything, 
and the multitudes of heaven worship him.

* Hymn of praise	 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all praise we would render; O help us to see
’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!
text by Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; traditional Welsh hymn melody

* Prayer of adoration and the Lord’s prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

 * Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory hymn	 “Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts”	

Jesus, thou joy of loving hearts, thou fount of life, thou light of men,
from the best bliss that earth imparts we turn unfilled to thee again.

Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; thou savest those that on thee call;
to them that seek thee thou art good, to them that find thee all in all.

Our restless spirits yearn for thee, where’er our changeful lot is cast;
glad when thy gracious smile we see, blest when our faith can hold thee fast.



O Jesus, ever with us stay, make all our moments calm and bright;
chase the dark night of sin away, shed o’er the world thy holy light.
text by Bernard of Clairvaux, ca. 1150; Red Mountain Music, 2003

* Scripture reading from John 8:12-20	 Susie Courtney (8:45)
	 text printed in the bulletin		  David Paschall (11:00)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word 

	 Sermon 	 “The Light of the World”
		  Wil Nettleton, pastor of mission & worship

	 Pastoral prayer

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church welcomes all baptized Christians who have previously been 
admitted to the Lord’s Table, by the elders of this or any Gospel-proclaiming church, to receive the 

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Come with joy as you actively trust in Christ and 
willingly forsake sin, having sought reconciliation in all relationships. 

The ushers will direct you by row to come forward down the center aisles. After coming forward, you 
will partake of the elements, and return to your seat by the outside aisles. If you are unable to come forward 

for any reason, alert the elder circulating with the elements, and he will serve you at your seat. The bread 
is gluten-free and dairy-free. When you come to receive from this table of grace, please meditate on the 

words of the hymns and prepare your hearts as the musicians play and sing. Men and women will be 
available in the fellowship hall lobby to pray with you, should you desire that.

	 Invitation to the Lord’s Table

	 Hymn of confession	 “Jesus, I Come”	

Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
into thy freedom, gladness, and light, Jesus, I come to thee;
out of my sickness and into thy health, out of my wanting and into thy wealth, 
out of my sin and into thyself, Jesus, I come to thee.

Out of unrest and arrogant pride, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come;
into thy blessed will to abide, Jesus, I come to thee;
out of myself to dwell in thy love, out of despair, into raptures above, 
upward forever on wings like a dove, Jesus, I come to thee.



Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
into the joy and light of thy home, Jesus, I come to thee;
out of the depths of ruin untold, into the peace of thy sheltering fold, 
ever thy glorious face to behold, Jesus, I come to thee.
text by William T. Sleeper, 1887; music by Greg Thompson, 2000

	 Silent prayers of confession 

	 Assurance of God’s pardoning grace	 based on 1 Peter 2:9-10, 24-25

We are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to 
God, that we may declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. Once we were not a people, but now we are the people of 
God; once we had not received mercy, but now we have received mercy.

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins 
and live for righteousness; by his wounds we have been healed. For we were like 
sheep going astray, but now we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 
our souls.

	 Words of institution

	 Communion affirmation

Leader: 	 We come to this feast in obedience and with thanksgiving.

All:	 By dying, Christ destroyed our death. By rising, he gave us life. It is 
in his great love and sacrifice that we have been set free, and given 
hope for an eternal future that can never perish, spoil, or fade.

Leader: 	 In this feast, our God is present with us by his Spirit.

All: 	 When we share this bread, we share in the body of Christ: we are 
sustained and nourished to love and serve as our Savior did.

	 When we share this cup, we share in the blood of Christ: we take 
part in his suffering and are formed into people who bring life out of 
death.

	 When we share this meal with each other, we are united in faith 
and mission, and we yearn for Christ’s return and the renewal of all 
things. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

	 adapted from The Worship Sourcebook

	 Prayer of consecration

continued



	 Distribution of the elements	 Songs for meditation

		  “I Boast No More”	

No more, my God, I boast no more of all the duties I have done.
I quit the hopes I held before, to trust the merits of thy Son.
No more, my God, I boast no more.

Now, for the loss, I bear his name; what was my gain I count my loss.
My former pride I call my shame and nail my glory to his cross.
No more, my God, I boast no more.

Yes, and I must and will esteem all things but loss for Jesus’ sake.
O may my soul be found in him and of his righteousness partake!
No more, my God, I boast no more.

The best obedience of my hands dares not appear before thy throne;
but faith can answer thy demands by pleading what my Lord has done.
No more, my God, I boast no more.
text by Isaac Watts (1674-1748); music by Sandra McCracken © 2001 Same Old Dress Music, CCLI Lic. #152036

	 “Not What My Hands Have Done”

Not what my hands have done can save my guilty soul;
not what my toiling flesh has borne can make my spirit whole.  
Not what I feel or do can give me peace with God;
not all my prayers and sighs and tears can bear my awful load.

Thy grace alone, O God, to me can pardon speak;
thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, can this sore bondage break.
No other work, save thine, no other blood will do;
no strength, save that which is divine, can bear me safely through.

I bless the Christ of God; I rest on love divine;
and with unfalt’ring lip and heart, I call this Savior mine.
His cross dispels each doubt; I bury in his tomb 
each thought of unbelief and fear, each ling’ring shade of gloom. 

I praise the God of grace; I trust his truth and might;
he calls me his, I call him mine, my God, my joy, my light.
’Tis he who saveth me, and freely pardon gives; 
I love because he loveth me, I live because he lives. 
text by Horatius Bonar, 1861; music by DH, 2019

* Prayer of thanksgiving	



* Hymn of praise	 “My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness”

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who bore my pain;
who plumbed the depths of my disgrace and gave me life again;
who crushed my curse of sinfulness, and clothed me in his light,
and wrote his law of righteousness with pow’r upon my heart.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who walks beside;
who floods my weaknesses with strength and causes fears to fly;
whose ev’ry promise is enough for ev’ry step I take,
sustaining me with arms of love and crowning me with grace.

My heart is filled with thankfulness to him who reigns above,
whose wisdom is my perfect peace, whose ev’ry thought is love.
For ev’ry day I have on earth is given by the King;
so I will give my life, my all, to love and follow him.
text and music Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2003 Thankyou Music, ARR, UBP, CCLI Lic.# 152036

* Benediction

* Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen.

* Postlude

Musicians for this week:

Xaris Emmett – violin
Krista Gibson – vocals
David Henry – guitar, vocals
Jonah Hitchcock – cello

Maddie Lee – piano
Hannah Lutz – viola
Katie Mindeman – vocals



John 8:12-20

12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

13So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not 
true.” 14Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know 
where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am 
going. 15You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is 
true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17In your Law it is written 
that the testimony of two people is true. 18I am the one who bears witness about myself, and 
the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 19They said to him therefore, “Where is your 
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know 
my Father also.” 20These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one 
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.



1.	 Jesus’ exclusive and inclusive claim: He is the light of the world. (v. 12)

2.	 Jesus’ basis for his claim: The witness of the Father who sent him (vv. 13-20)

SERMON NOTES
“The Light of the World”

John 8:12-20

Beyond the Pulpit 
Resources for 

Continued Study



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING today will be a time of prayer for our missions 
partners in Room 211 at 6:00 p.m.

THE CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER support group will resume meeting on Tuesday, 
September 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 212 with guest speaker Jeanie Christian, social worker 
and founder of Aging Care Management. This group meets on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
offering information, inspiration, and intercession for those caring for a loved one.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES will resume on September 9. Find more information at 
lmpc.org/wednesday or lmpc.org/groups. 

MEN’S BOOK DISCUSSION resumes for the fall on Thursday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
in Room 211. David Fray will lead the discussion of A Heart Aflame for God by Matthew 
Bingham. 

THERE WILL ONLY BE ONE, COMBINED FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL class in the 
fellowship hall on September 13 for children, youth, and adults, due to many in our 
congregation participating in Family Camp. This class will feature special guests from 
Lifespring Community Health. Please note there will be no nursery available during the 
10:00 a.m. hour, only during worship services.

WOMEN’S FALL SUPPERS will be hosted in individual homes on Thursday, September 17. 
Register on Realm Connect by September 13.

MEMBERS, NOMINATE OFFICERS at lmpc.org/officers by September 30. On that 
webpage you may also access information about the nomination process, answers to 
frequently asked questions, and a list of those eligible to serve as officers. Alternatively, 
request a paper nominating ballot from the church office.

MEN’S STEAK NIGHT will be Thursday, October 1, beginning at 6:00 p.m. We’ll gather 
in various homes to connect over good meat and great fellowship. Bring a friend, and 
register on Realm Connect by September 23.

A RETIREMENT CELEBRATION FOR FRANK Hitchings will be held on Sunday, October 18 
at 5:30 p.m. Join us for a hymn sing in the fellowship hall followed by a milk and cookies 
reception. 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

MONDAYS

   10:00 a.m., Room 211 
   Led by Wendy Williams
   “Joshua” using a study by Jen Wilkin

   6:45 p.m., Peggy Michaels’ home
   Led by Peggy Michaels
   “Women of the Old & New Testaments” 
   using studies by Gladys Hunt and 
   Phyllis Le Peau
   (2nd and 4th Mondays)

   6:45 p.m., Room 212
   Led by Erin Humphries and Janet Hunt
   “Ecclesiastes” using Living Life Backwards 
   by David Gibson
   (2nd and 4th Mondays)

TUESDAYS

   9:15 a.m., Carter Breazeale’s home
   Led by Carter Breazeale, Jessi Cook, 
   Wendy Halvorson, and Natalie Jackson
   “Colossians” using a study by Hope Blanton 
   and Chris Gordon

   9:30 a.m., Room 211
   Led by Catherine Kelley and Linda Richter
   “Acts” using the study Saved by Nancy 
   Guthrie

WEDNESDAYS

  9:30 a.m., chapel
  Led by Caroline Scruggs
  “Joshua” using a study by Jen Wilkin
  (childcare for infants-PreK included)

THURSDAYS

  9:30 a.m., Michal Parsley’s home
  Led by Greta Erickson, Michal Parsley, 
  and Marianne Stern
  “1 Samuel” using a study by Hope Blanton 
  and Chris Gordon

  6:45 p.m., Room 212
  Led by Shelley George and Barbara Wingard
  “Esther” using a study by Lydia Brownbeck
  (every other Thursday)

 Email caroline@lmpc.org to connect.



TODAY AT LMPC 
Sunday, September 6

	 8:45 a.m. 	 Worship service with communion................................. sanctuary & fellowship hall
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for children................................................. elementary classrooms
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school for middle school................................................................. JHYB
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Christians in the Public Square......................chapel
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Digital Discipleship........................... fellowship hall
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: When the Journey Hurts............................Room 213
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: The Mission of God...................................Room 211
	10:00 a.m. 	 Sunday school adult elective: Philemon.................................................Room 313
	10:00 a.m. 	 Elder Prayer (pray with an elder and his wife)...................................... Room 212
	 11:00 a.m. 	 Worship service with communion................................. sanctuary & fellowship hall
	 3:00 p.m. 	 Handbell Ensemble practice..............................................................Choir Room
	 6:00 p.m. 	 Sunday Evening Gathering with missions prayer...................................Room 211

For more events this week, visit lmpc.org/events; for information on groups and classes, visit lmpc.org/groups.

OUR MISSION
Glorifying God by growing in grace and giving our lives away 

on the mountain, in the city, and around the world.

CONTACT US
	 Address:	 316 North Bragg Avenue
		  Lookout Mountain, TN  37350

	 Web: 	 lmpc.org

	 Email: 	 info@lmpc.org

	 Phone: 	 423.821.4528

Worship services with Communion are held on the first Sunday of every month 
in all morning services and in the evening on the third Sunday of every month. 
Devices to amplify sound are available. If you would like one, please arrive a 
few minutes early and ask an usher to assist you.

WE ARE GLAD YOU
ARE HERE TODAY!

We know it can be hard to 
connect with a new church. We 
want to help in any way we can. 
Please scan the QR code below 
and fill out an online information 
form. We will follow up with you 
about next steps. We are here to 
serve you! 

WHAT GIFTS, TALENTS, AND PASSIONS HAS GOD GIVEN YOU TO SHARE?
Set up your Serving Profile in Realm Connect so we can get to know you better. Sharing your 
skills and interests helps connect you with meaningful opportunities to make an impact. 
Check out lmpc.org/realm to learn how, or request a Realm Connect account.


