
IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026    ·    SANCTUARY SERVICE

O God, our teacher and judge, hear our prayer as we gather at the table of your word. 
Enrich our hearts with the goodness of your wisdom and renew us from within, 

that all our actions, all our words, may bear the fruit of your transforming grace. 
We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.
—from Opening Prayers



	 Welcome and greetings	 Chad Middlebrooks, pastor of discipleship

	 Prelude	 Choralprelude XIII, “Come to the Light”
	 Mark Andersen

* Call to worship	 based on Psalm 27 and Nehemiah 9

Leader: 	 The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?

All: 	 One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.

Leader: 	 Stand up and praise the Lord our God, who is from everlasting to 
everlasting. Blessed be his glorious name, and may it be exalted above 
all blessing and praise. He alone is the Lord.

All: 	 He made the heavens and all the starry host, the earth and all that 
is on it, the seas and all that is in them. He gives life to everything, 
and the multitudes of heaven worship him.

* Hymn of praise 38	 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above
thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
all praise we would render; O help us to see
’tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!
text by Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867; traditional Welsh hymn melody, joanna

Order of Worship

* Congregation standing as you are able



* Prayer of adoration and the Lord’s prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

	 Worship in the giving of God’s tithe and our offerings

	 Offertory	 “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”	 Chancel Choir

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest;
and in your weariness lay down your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink and live.”
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s Light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my Star, my Sun;
and in that light of life I’ll walk till pilgrim days are done.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come.”
text by Horatius Bonar, 1846; music is English folk melody, arr. Marty Wheeler Burnett, 2022

* Gloria Patri 735

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

* Prayer of dedication and thanksgiving

* Scripture reading from John 8:12-20	 Tucker Curtis

12Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

13So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your 
testimony is not true.” 14Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about 
myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am 
going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15You judge 



This morning we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. This celebration is a sacred time during which God’s 
people enjoy communion with him and unity with each other. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is 
meant for the body of Christ as a gathered, corporate reality and not merely for personal or individual 
edification. For this reason, the livestream is ending at the conclusion of the sermon and will not 
include the celebration of the sacrament.

according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is 
true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 17In your 
Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18I am the one who 
bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about 
me.” 19They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, 
“You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my 
Father also.” 20These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the 
temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

	 Prayer of preparation for the study of God’s Word

Sermon 	 “The Light of the World”
	 Brian Salter, lead pastor

1.	 Jesus’ exclusive and inclusive claim: He is the light of the world. (v. 12)

2.	 Jesus’ basis for his claim: The witness of the Father who sent him (vv. 13-20)

	 Pastoral prayer

Musicians for this week:

Amanda Hyberger – handbells
Brett Hyberger – choral director
Joshua Knight – organ

     Jennifer West – handbells
     Julia Zalusky – oboe



WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR SUNDAY EVENING GATHERING today will be a time of prayer for our missions 
partners in Room 211 at 6:00 p.m.

THE CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER support group will resume meeting on Tuesday, 
September 8 at 7:00 p.m. in Room 212 with guest speaker Jeanie Christian, social worker 
and founder of Aging Care Management. This group meets on 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
offering information, inspiration, and intercession for those caring for a loved one.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES will resume on September 9. Find more information at 
lmpc.org/wednesday or lmpc.org/groups. 

MEN’S BOOK DISCUSSION resumes for the fall on Thursday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. 
in Room 211. David Fray will lead the discussion of A Heart Aflame for God by Matthew 
Bingham. 

THERE WILL ONLY BE ONE, COMBINED FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL class in the 
fellowship hall on September 13 for children, youth, and adults, due to many in our 
congregation participating in Family Camp. This class will feature special guests from 
Lifespring Community Health. Please note there will be no nursery available during the 
10:00 a.m. hour, only during worship services.

WOMEN’S FALL SUPPERS will be hosted in individual homes on Thursday, September 17. 
Register on Realm Connect by September 13.

MEMBERS, NOMINATE OFFICERS at lmpc.org/officers by September 30. On that 
webpage you may also access information about the nomination process, answers to 
frequently asked questions, and a list of those eligible to serve as officers. Alternatively, 
request a paper nominating ballot from the church office.

MEN’S STEAK NIGHT will be Thursday, October 1, beginning at 6:00 p.m. We’ll gather 
in various homes to connect over good meat and great fellowship. Bring a friend, and 
register on Realm Connect by September 23.

A RETIREMENT CELEBRATION FOR FRANK Hitchings will be held on Sunday, October 18 
at 5:30 p.m. Join us for a hymn sing in the fellowship hall followed by a milk and cookies 
reception. 

To find out more about happenings at LMPC, visit lmpc.org/events.



WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

MONDAYS

   10:00 a.m., Room 211 
   Led by Wendy Williams
   “Joshua” using a study by Jen Wilkin

   6:45 p.m., Peggy Michaels’ home
   Led by Peggy Michaels
   “Women of the Old & New Testaments” 
   using studies by Gladys Hunt and 
   Phyllis Le Peau
   (2nd and 4th Mondays)

   6:45 p.m., Room 212
   Led by Erin Humphries and Janet Hunt
   “Ecclesiastes” using Living Life Backwards 
   by David Gibson
   (2nd and 4th Mondays)

TUESDAYS

   9:15 a.m., Carter Breazeale’s home
   Led by Carter Breazeale, Jessi Cook, 
   Wendy Halvorson, and Natalie Jackson
   “Colossians” using a study by Hope Blanton 
   and Chris Gordon

   9:30 a.m., Room 211
   Led by Catherine Kelley and Linda Richter
   “Acts” using the study Saved by Nancy 
   Guthrie

WEDNESDAYS

  9:30 a.m., chapel
  Led by Caroline Scruggs
  “Joshua” using a study by Jen Wilkin
  (childcare for infants-PreK included)

THURSDAYS

  9:30 a.m., Michal Parsley’s home
  Led by Greta Erickson, Michal Parsley, 
  and Marianne Stern
  “1 Samuel” using a study by Hope Blanton 
  and Chris Gordon

  6:45 p.m., Room 212
  Led by Shelley George and Barbara Wingard
  “Esther” using a study by Lydia Brownbeck
  (every other Thursday)

 Email caroline@lmpc.org to connect.


